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CKS Donations Committee Corner
CKS gratefully acknowledges the generosity of our  

members and friends. 
 

General 
Bob Sohor 
Norman and Jeanne Schechter  
Aaron and Ann Gavzy  
Michael and Joan Galkin  
Larry and Karen Fridkis  
Claire Fridkis  
Phillip and Miriam Zaretsky  
Michael and Norma Arons  
Alan and Cathy Reicheg  
Matt and Amy Rosenthal  
Gregory and Suzanne Corsan  
 In Honor of Danielle’s Bat Mitzvah 
Ron and Donna Lubin  
Marc and Harlene Rosenberg  
 For Healing Prayers 
Larry and Julie Spinrad  
 In Honor of David’s Bar Mitzvah 
Stacey Bachrach  
Bob and Peggy Fass  
George Cohen and Lesley Germaine  
Tom and Barbara Berger  
Rich and Lisa Kent 

High Holiday 
Robert Neusner and Helen Pu  
Larry and Karen Fridkis  
Rich and Lisa Kent  
Natalie London and Richard Yuresko  
Bruce and Marci Jill Morgenstern  
 

Beautification Fund 
Ed and Susan Krisiloff  
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Debbie Lampf and Michael Kalison  
Larry and Julie Spinrad  
 In Honor of David’s Bar Mitzvah 
 

Save the date!! 
Family Bingo Night 

Saturday, February 11th 
Great fun for the whole family! 

 

 

CONSIDERING EMPTY NESTERS? HERE’S AN INVITATION! 
 
For those of you who might be thinking of joining the 
Empty Nesters group, Kristina and Harry Wise are 
graciously opening their home on January 7, 2012 from 4 
to 8 p.m. for a Wine and Cheese Party. Come meet the 
members of this long-standing CKS Havurah. Enjoy a sip 
and a nibble and light-hearted conversation. 
Here are the details – 
Wine and Cheese Party 
Saturday, January 7, 2012 (Rain Date: Sunday, January 8, 
2012) 
4 to 8 p.m. 
Home of Kristina and Harry Wise 
56 Catskill Ct. 
Belle Mead 
 
RSVP by January 1st to Marilyn Plotkin 
908-359-1498 
Please advise Marilyn if you will bring an hors d’oeuvres 
or a dessert. 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
 
 
Make someone's grandma or grandpa happy! 
Mark your calendars for a special Tikkun Olam 
opportunity! 
Volunteer to visit Greenwood House Jewish Home 
for the Aged on one of the following dates*: 
February 26 
March 18 
April 29 
*All visits will take place between 10:30 am and 
noon 
More details to follow.... 
 
 

Magazine Fundraiser Continues! 
You can still purchase a magazine for a gift. Your 
recipient will receive the gift for months! 
Go onto the apheast.com website, enter the CKS 
webcode: WC3453 and view the 800+ discounted 
offerings in order to make your choice. You pay by credit 
card and CKS makes 40% profit on the orders. 
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Message from the Rabbi 
LIVING OUR JUDAISM 

 
This past November, we held the first 

Friday night “Rabbi’s Tisch” format in 
which we shared a Shabbat meal and 
discussed a topic of interest, in this case, 
“The Occupy Movement and Jewish 
Values.” The economy is on everyone’s 
mind… whether we are well-to-do or 
struggling to make ends meet. And you 
can’t watch the news or read the 

newspaper these days without seeing the signs of protest 
here (and abroad) about the widening gap between 
rich and poor, access to quality healthcare, fair 
treatment of labor, taxes, cutbacks of social services, and 
so on. Over a delicious meal, about 20 of us discussed 
and shared our ideas about what is happening in our 
society today – all while learning some basic Jewish 
values and teachings on the subject of money, business, 
ownership and debt, the poor and the vulnerable, and 
the treatment of workers.  

Here are a few of these teachings: 
There shall be no needy among you… but if there is a 

needy person among you… do not harden your heart 
and shut your hand…. Remember that you were slaves 
and strangers in the land of Egypt and Adonai your God 
redeemed you. (Deuteronomy 15) 

You shall not steal; you shall not deal deceitfully or 
falsely with one another…. You shall not falsify measures 
of length, weight, or capacity. You shall have an honest 
balance [and] honest weights…. I am Adonai your God 
who freed you from the land of Egypt. (Leviticus 19) 

When you reap the harvest of your field and overlook 
a sheaf in the field, do not turn back to get it. It shall go to 
the stranger, the orphan and the widow, in order that 
Adonai your God may bless you in all your undertakings. 
Always remember that you were a slave and stranger in 
the land of Egypt. (Deuteronomy 24) 

If you see a theme here you are right.  These pieces of 
text from the Torah are just three among the dozen or so 
we read that night, and among the thousands of 
teachings from the Bible, the Talmud, and other works of 
Jewish tradition from ancient to modern that tell us of our 
obligation to give back and to create a just and merciful 
society. Why do we do this? We do it because we were 
poor (in Egypt, in Poland, in the slums of New York City). 
We do it because we were slaves and strangers in other 
lands. We do it out of empathy. We do it because it is 
commanded. We do it because our Jewish tradition is 
telling us this is not just the path to be a better Jew; it is 
the path to becoming a better, fuller, more 
compassionate human being. 

This month we begin reading the book of Exodus, the 
defining story of the Jewish people’s humble beginnings 
as a little band of runaway slaves who collectively strive 
to achieve a higher purpose by telling that story over and 
over again, and by creating a set of laws and practices 
to ensure the end of oppression, the care of the 
vulnerable, and a good and decent life for all who dwell 
on earth. 

Here at CKS, there are many ways to put our Jewish 
values to work to build a better world. You can check our 
website and weekly e-bulletins; some hard-working CKS 

adult or teen is always sponsoring a collection for a local 
food pantry or animal shelter, coats for the winter, or 
recyclables. Speaking of recyclables, you can now bring 
your organic waste (paper, leftover fruits and vegetables) 
to our teen-run compost pit located behind the building. 
Or, you can volunteer to come and teach at Kehiloft, our 
post-bnei mitzvah program. Tell the kids about your work, 
your hobby, or some other life lesson you’ve learned 
along the way. You can also choose to join our Tikkun 
Olam/Social Action committee and help plan our next 
event for this year.  

The point is to live our Judaism, to live our values, and 
as it says in the Shema, our most central prayer, to take 
them to heart and teach them diligently to our children. 
The next Rabbi’s Tisch is scheduled for Friday, March 16th. 
Please let me know if you have an idea for a discussion 
topic. Meanwhile, I hope to see you soon. 
B’shalom, 

 Rabbi Susan 
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Jewish Community 

 
 

Learn to Chant Torah 
Instructor: Cantor Emily Pincus 
Tuesdays: 8:00 PM 
•  January 10, 17, 24, 31  
•  February 7, 14 
Location: TBE 
The course will begin with a brief history of cantillation, 
and then introduce the melodies of the Torah tropes. In 
six one hour classes, we will learn all the major phrases 
that divide a verse of Torah. By the end of the class, you 
will be able to chant! Enthusiasm is important; vocal 
quality is not. 
Prerequisite: Ability to read Hebrew with vowels. 
Textbook: The Art of Torah Cantillation:  
A Step-by-Step Guide to Chanting Torah 
 
Sex, Truth, No Videotape 
Instructor: Rabbi Eli Garfinkel 
Tuesdays: 8:00 – 9:00 PM 
•  January 10, 17, 24 
•  February 7, 14, 21 
Location: BES 
What do Jewish tradition and wisdom really have to say 
about controversial sexual issues? You’ll find out in this 
text and discussion based class. 
Biblical Seductions 
Instructor: Rabbi Ron Isaacs 
Tuesdays: 9:00-10:30 AM 
January 17 – February 14 
Location: TS 
The Bible was written for adults, not for children, and 
some of its stories may well be said to have been written 
for adults only. Sex, violence, scandal–these are words 
that we rarely associate with the sacred text. Come 
study some of the forbidden tales of the Bible to see how 
these stories teach us lessons in human nature. 
 
Understanding the Hebrew Prophets 
Instructor: Rabbi Ron Isaacs 
Sundays: 10:00 AM 
January 22 – February 19 
Location: TS 
This course will introduce students to the world of the 
Hebrew prophets. You will have a chance to learn about 
what kind of people they were, why G-d chose them, 
how they were able to hear G-d’s word, and the values 
inherent in their writings. 

 
 

 
 

 



JANUARY 2012 
 

January 2012 
6 Tevet 5772 - 7 Shevat 5772 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 7:21AM/4:42PM 

 

2 7:21AM/4:42PM 
 

3 7:21AM/4:43PM
Mah Jong - 7:30 pm 

 

4 7:21AM/4:44PM
 

5 7:21AM/4:45PM
Fast of Tevet 10  

 

6 7:21AM/4:46PM
Shabbat Services - 7:00 

pm 
led by K-4th grades 

 

7 7:21AM/4:47PM
 

8 7:21AM/4:48PM 
Religious School - 9 - 

Noon 
 

9 7:21AM/4:49PM 
 

10 7:21AM/4:50PM
Mah Jong - 7:30 pm 

 

11 7:21AM/4:51PM
6:00 pm - Kehi-Loft 

 

12 7:20AM/4:52PM
Board Meeting - 7:30 

pm 
 

13 7:20AM/4:53PM
Shabbat Services - 7:45 

pm 
 

14 7:20AM/4:54PM
Shabbat Morning 

Service led by 5 -7 
grades - 10:00 am 

15 7:19AM/4:55PM
Religious School - 9 - 

Noon 
 

16 7:19AM/4:56PM
 

17 7:18AM/4:57PM
Mah Jong - 7:30 pm 

 

18 7:18AM/4:59PM
 

19 7:17AM/5:00PM
 

20 7:17AM/5:01PM
B'nei Mitzvah Family 
Dinner and Meeting - 

6:00 pm 
 

Shabbat Services - 7:30 
pm led by Kehi-Loft 

 

21 7:16AM/5:02PM
 

22 7:16AM/5:03PM
Religious School - 9 - 

Noon 
 

23 7:15AM/5:04PM
 

24 7:14AM/5:06PM
7:00 pm - Ritual 

Committee 
7:00 pm - Membership 

Committee 
Mah Jong - 7:30 pm 

 

25 7:14AM/5:07PM
Rosh Hodesh 

6:00 pm - Kehi-Loft 
 

26 7:13AM/5:08PM
 

27 7:12AM/5:09PM
Shabbat Services - 7:45 

pm 
 

28 7:11AM/5:11PM
 

29 7:10AM/5:12PM
Religious School - 9 - 

Noon 
 

30 7:10AM/5:13PM
 

31 7:09AM/5:14PM
Mah Jong - 7:30 pm 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

253 Griggstown Road, Belle Mead, NJ 08502 
http://www.ksnj.org 

Listserve e-mail: contact admin@ksnj.org 
Fulfilling the religious, educational and social needs of our Jewish 

community since 1982. 
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Whom to contact for… 
Adult Education Meryl Bisberg-  908-874-8970 
Beautification Debbie Gartenberg 

Billing/Payments Robin Bengochea- 908-359-0420 
ext. 1 admin@ksnj.org 

B’nai Mitzvah 
(helpers, celebrations) Meryl Orlando- 732-329-8945 

Board of Trustees 2nd Thurs Stacey Anderson 908-359-0593 
president@ksnj.org 

Building/Grounds/Décor Andy Sokel- 609-466-8749 
andsok@aol.com 

Building Usage/Access Robin Bengochea- 908-359-0420 
ext. 1 admin@ksnj.org 

By-Laws Victor Elgort- 908-874-8535 
vselgort@nmmlaw.com

Congregants’ Assistance Fund Rabbi Falk- 908-359-0420 ext. 3 
rabbi@ksnj.org 

Education 1st Wed. Andrea Lass 609-799-3536 
Judy Weitze 609-466-9214 

Financial Committee Debbie Gartenberg  
Steve Weinstein 

Fundraising Lisa Kent 908-578-2972  
Gift Shop Susan Waskow 609-333-1113 
Hospitality(Kiddush & Oneg) Robin Bengochea 908-359-0420 

Kindercapers Natalie London 
Mark Goldhammer 609-799-3536

Kehi-Loft Karen Fridkis- 609-333-1119 
Life Cycle 
(Caring for each other) 

Sheryl Rosenberg- 908-253-7049 
swellcourt@verizon.net 

Long Range Planning Joseph Weiss 
josephhobartweiss@verizon.net 

Marketing  Bob Neusner 908-431-9514 
Membership Jim Ohls 609-466-1066 
Pastoral Emergencies Rabbi Susan Falk 908-359-0420

Personnel Jeff Barth  
Brian Cige 

Publicity Stacey Anderson 908-359-0593

Rabbi's Liaison  Debbie Tesser 908-904-0457 
Holly Nelson 609-921-1508 

Ritual  Cliff Wulfman 609-356-0125 
Technology-  
Internet and Marketing 

Amy Rosenthal 
webmaster@ksnj.org 

Technology - 
Computer and Networking  Michael Galkin 908-281-4499 

Tikkun Olam Michael Galkin 908-281-4499 
Debbie Gartenberg 

Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. Postage 
Paid 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
Permit No. 176 
 

Current resident or:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for next newsletter:  
January 15th  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© 2012 by CKS. All rights reserved. Permission required for reuse. 
 

The CKS Newsletter is published monthly, except July. 
Deadline is the 15th of each month. 
Every effort will be made to publish contributed items, but due to 
space restrictions, placement and format are at the discretion of the 
editor. 
Advertising Policy. You can advertise in this newsletter to inform the 
community of your business or profession. Advertising is accepted based 
on its interest and applicability to our readership. Location in the 
newsletter is at the editor’s discretion. CKS does not necessarily endorse 
or vouch for the products and services of our advertisers. The newsletter 
is published 11 times per year (no issue in July). E-mail a file with the art 
to the editor, or provide camera-ready art on clean, white background. 
Advertiser responsibility to meet deadlines. Rates are low and must be 
paid in advance. For information and a rate sheet, please contact the 
editor. 


