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5770 /2010
We are in the Jewish year 5770 and a new
decade by the western calendar. The 5,770 year
span of time puts the idea of Long Range
Planning in a different perspective. My family
and I have been members of Kehilat Shalom a
mere 6 years. So much has happened in just this
short time-span. It is often difficult to look up from
the road beneath our feet and look out at the
horizon.
Our building, originally a church built in 1969, was purchased by our congregation in
1986 with the generous and forward-looking donations of the founding members many
of whom are no longer with us. Later we purchased some adjacent parcels of land.
Our property is actually just less than 19 acres though we use only a small portion of it. It
is left to us to carry this legacy forward and build upon it. Nurturing and continuing this
5,770 year chain has been, for me, at the core of my commitment to Kehilat Shalom.
This past year we have been focused on many of the mundane repairs and
improvements required to care for and preserve our building:
• Re-piping of the sanctuary heating system
• Installing AC in the sanctuary.
• New carpeting in the sanctuary.
• Repair of the front stoop.
We are in the process of:
• Replacing the 40 year old roof.
• Replacing the windows in the sanctuary
• Capping abandoned water well on our property.
Many other projects, though less pressing, still require our attention in the short term. I
note just a few of them:
• New dividers in the main social room that might also allow us to get another
classroom space that is needed.
• AC for the classroom wing.
• New lighting in the sanctuary.
• Replacing the concrete walkways around the building.
• A new sign for the front
• New windows for the classroom wing.
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Finally we need to look further out. When I joined CKS the Board was just beginning to
consider a complete renovation and expansion of our current building. Those plans
were put aside to address more urgent needs. Nevertheless, we should all be thinking;
dreaming about what CKS should become.
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Joseph Weiss

These are small links in the chain. My goal is to leave the chain strong and unbroken. I
invite you to join me.

CKS Donations

Committee Corner News

CKS gratefully acknowledges the generosity of our
members and friends.

Ritual Committee and Celebrating Shabbat

The Ritual Committee, with the agreement and support
General:
of the CKS Board, is delighted to announce a new
Andy Sokel and Nancy Halpern
feature in our CKS Shabbat celebrations. About 5 or 6
Myra & Max Spinrad
times this year, a CKS committee will be invited to
In honor of our granddaughter, Rachel Spinrad, on
participate in and be
her Bat Mitzvah
honored at an upcoming
Philip & Leslie Landever
BOWLING EVENT
Shabbat.
High Holiday:
At
these
Shabbat
Alan & Merryl Traub
services,
committee
Alan & Eleanor Moskowitz
members
have
the
Lisa Roe
opportunity to tell the
Alan and Janis Todd
other congregants about
In honor of Rabbi Susan
the goals, activities, and
In honor of Kol
accomplishments of their
Ahava
committee. Committee
In honor of Kate Fridkis
members can actively
Morra Spritzer
participate in this service
Michael Karp
by preparing the d’var
Dane Cochran & Meryl
Torah, helping lead the
Bisberg
service, or sponsor the
Iris Rubinstein
oneg.
Perhaps
a
Bob Neusner & Helen Pu
committee would like to
George Cohen & Lesley
solicit feedback from the
Germaine
congregation on one or
more issues; this is an
Dec 13th CKS Youth Bowling event Zach Anderson, Paul & Andy Galkin, Courtney & Scott
Windows Campaign:
Reichag, Allison and Jason Rosenthal, Charlotte & Claire Schultz, Hudson & Reece Waller
opportunity to give that
and Dorothy Waskow
Ann & Aaron Gavzy
input and feedback. A
Cathy & Al Reicheg
service schedule could
Alan & Janis Todd
even be themed or scheduled around a particular
Bob & Peggy Fass
upcoming committee event or activity.
Tom & Barbara Berger
We hope all congregants will join our committee
Andy Sokel & Nancy Halpern
members, along with their families, at these services. The
Matt & Amy Rosenthal
Ritual Committee will kick off these “committee
Shabbatot” in February – watch the e-bulletins and eCongregant’s Assistance Fund:
announcements for the date. Please come to this service
Alan & Janis Todd and share your suggestions and ideas about what makes
Wishing healing to those of the Mi Sheyberach list
Shabbat meaningful to you.
Gil & Ellen Gordon
Shabbat services are a terrific way to reinforce CKS’
commitment to building Jewish community. Please feel
Read Hebrew America - Crash Course
free to contact Rabbi Susan, Richard Rosenberg or any of
– B’inah Reishit (First Level)
the ritual committee members with your suggestions and
Sunday mornings January - February, 2010, 9:30 AM –
ideas for making CKS Shabbat services successful.
11:00 AM.
Over the period of approx. 6 Sunday mornings beginning
early January, we will complete the first level of the
CKS Book Club
National Jewish Outreach Program’s Read Hebrew
Monday, January 11, 7:30 pm
America program. This class will not only get you from
Debbie Gartenberg's home
Aleph to Zayin, but you will build syllables and words,
learn vocabulary, and even be able to read some of the
22 Canterbury Lane, Belle Mead
more common prayers for pronunciation and meaning.
RSVP: 908-428-7345 or dgart1518@gmail.com
The class and the student guide are free, but we ask that
Book:
People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks
you come to each session consistently and review
ALL are welcome. Please RSVP to individual hostess.
periodically to insure that you progress steadily. Come
learn to speak the language of our ancestors and get to
This is a very important meeting: we will be selecting books
know other members of the congregation and local
and meeting places for the next several months. So please
Jewish community as you learn Hebrew together!
come, even if you have not read the above book. Your
Contact Meryl Bisberg (mbisberg@comcast.net) if you
presence and ideas will be greatly appreciated!
are interested so that we can have your materials ready
For more information, please call Marilyn Plotkin, 908-359for the first class, which will likely be Jan. 6.
1498
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Message from the Rabbi
THE MYSTERY OF THE CKS TOROT
I’m trying to solve a
mystery. At this writing, I am sitting
here sifting through our Torah file,
much of which, unfortunately,
contains
undated,
small,
handwritten notes, along with a
few more authoritative letters and
documents.
Nevertheless, there are a
few things that we know for
certain about our three Torot.
Congregation Kehilat Shalom’s
very first Torah is a Holocaust Torah acquired during the
synagogue’s early years from the Memorial Scrolls Trust
located in London, England. The Memorial Scrolls Trust has
distributed over 1000 Holocaust Torot, rescued from the
ravages of World War II, and then housed in Westminster
Synagogue, also in England. These scrolls are all from
Jewish communities in Bohemia, Moravia, and Slovakia
that were destroyed and looted by the Nazis.
Inscribed around 1800, our scroll, known as Sefer
Torah #1268, is from a village in Bohemia (now the
western half of the Czech Republic) called Kostelec nad
Labem. During the war, I’m told, this scroll was buried in
the ground for safekeeping. One of our long-time
members and past presidents, Marilyn Nusbaum, made
the Holocaust-themed blue velvet mantle that covers this
Torah. Although the parchment is badly damaged and
we do not chant from it, we sometimes remove this Torah
from the ark during b’nei mitzvah “twinning ceremonies”
when one of our young adults chooses to honor a child
who perished in the Holocaust before ever having had his
or her own bar or bat mitzvah.
Dr. Art Steinberg, another CKS past president,
acquired our second Torah from a synagogue that
closed outside of Philadelphia. For quite a while, CKS had
only these two Torot. Then, sometime around 1991, a third
Torah came into the possession of our congregation. In
our Torah file is a note on a little piece of paper that
reads:
“We have received a new Torah! It is a
Holocaust Torah which was rescued from a burning
synagogue
near
Aachen,
Germany
during
Kristallnacht, November 9, 1938. This Torah and a
ceremonial menorah were donated through the
Lehman family from Julius Fromm of Vineland, N.J….
and the silver yad was donated by Carl and Julius
Fromm.”

spoke to several congregants to write this article. Yet,
some mysteries remain. Where is the ceremonial
menorah? Which of our silver pointers is the one that
accompanied our third Torah acquisition? And last but
not least, which of the two newer Torot is the Torah from
the closed synagogue in Philadelphia, and which is the
one rescued from Aachen, Germany? I’d love to hear
from any of you who have the answers to these questions
– or any other information regarding our Torah scrolls.
On the wall in our sanctuary hangs a certificate
authenticating the history of CKS’ first Torah rescued from
Kostelec nad Labem. At the end of a rather lengthy
inscription, it says that our Holocaust Torah and others like
it serve as “permanent memorials to the martyrs from
whose synagogues they came… and… spread light as
harbingers of future brotherhood on earth; and all of
them bear witness to the glory of the holy Name.”
May we at CKS always be blessed as the keepers of
these sacred scrolls, and may we for generations to
come bear witness to the glory of the Holy Name. Amen.

Rabbi Susan

“Kristallnacht” refers to the “Night of Broken Glass” during
which hundreds of synagogues and other Jewish
properties across Germany were burned and looted and
many Jews were murdered. It is considered the official
beginning of the Nazi Holocaust. The “Lehman family” of
course refers to our very own member, Barbara Lehman.
The Jews of Vineland, I was reminded by another
member, were in large part the community of Jewish
chicken farmers who had settled several generations ago
in south Jersey. A “yad” is a pointer held during Torah
chanting so that we avoid touching the actual text.
So, CKS is the privileged keeper of not one, but two
Holocaust Torot! In addition to perusing the Torah file, I

3

Hebrew School Happenings
January 2010

Happy 2010! Each week we ask the students to bring in tzedakah money in our hopes to
perform tikkun olam (repair the world). The word tzedakah is derived from the Hebrew root
Tzadee, Daled, Koof, which means justice. Giving tzedakah helps us perform an act of justice
and righteousness.
Each season our 5th graders research organizations and present their favorites to the entire
religious school. As we closed out the secular year, the religious school students voted on where
the tzedakah money from fall should be distributed. Several of Morah Robynn’s 5th graders
made a short presentation to the school about the organization they selected. I am thrilled to
report that our fall tzedakah money (approximately $155) will be distributed as follows:
35% to Lev LaLev Fund (Heart to Heart) selected and presented by Zach Ward and Danielle Corsan
www.levlalev.com
The Lev LaLev Fund supports orphaned and
disadvantaged girls in Israel who have no families to
nurture and care for them.
38% to Chai Lifeline selected and presented by Tess
Kowalski
www.chailifeline.org
Chai Lifeline’s mission has been to restore the light of
childhood to children whose innocence ended when
life-threatening or lifelong illness was diagnosed.
27% to LIBI Fund selected and presented by Kelly
Anderson
www.libi-fund.org
The Libi Fund assists members of the Israel Defense
Forces through the funding of projects that improve their
quality of life and enhance their well-being.
Please remind your children about these organizations and help them to remember to bring tzedakah each week.
Every little bit helps and together WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Shari Rothstein

Kehi-Loft
January's schedule:

December was a full month of
activity for Kehi-Loft! Rabbi Susan
worked with the students in the
beginning
of
the
month
brainstorming ideas for their d'var
Torah on the 4th and fine-tuned
their
reflections
from
their
previous session. On Friday,
December 4, Kehi-Loft led the
congregation's Shabbat service. The students once again
rose to the occasion. They presented a well thought out
d'var Torah and facilitated a lively discussion among the
congregants. In addition the students sponsored the
evening's oneg. Many thanks to students Marissa
Applegate, Jeremy Bilotti, Ilana Berger, Gabe Fridkis, Emily
Gartenberg, Ariel Kramer, and Scott Weitze for taking the
lead on this important mitzvah!

Wednesday, January 6 - discussion by Lisa Kent focusing
on the economy
Sunday, January 10 - Social evening
Monday, January 11 - deadline for registration for NYC
Mini Kallah
Wednesday, January 20 - Rabbi Susan will work with
students to prepare d'var Torah
Friday, January 29 - Kehi-Loft led Shabbat service
Shalom,

Karen Fridkis, Director Kehi-Loft
KEHI-LOFT lead Shabbat Services
Friday, January 29
PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT OUR TEENS!

Next up for December was the Kehi-Loft Chanukah party.
Many, many thanks to Meryl Bisberg for preparing a
container full of latkes for the festivities! They were
delicious and put the group in the mood for the holiday.
December's social evening was well attended. In addition
to the latkes, each student brought an armful of food. The
food was plentiful as was the fun that was shared!
Kehi-Loft's final December session brought in congregant
Judi Turkheimer to lead a discussion. She actually lead two
discussions during the evening. The first was about Tiger
Woods and fallen heroes. The second focused on
authority and the students thoughts and feelings about
power and/or lack of it. Many thanks to Judi for tackling
topical and timely issues with our students. Hers is a class
that promotes the sharing of ideas, feelings, and thoughts
about the complex issues of our day.

Mini Kallah
for all teens grades 8-12
Jan 17 - 18
West End Synagogue
(registration due Jan 11)
$36 per teen

In January, Kehi-Loft students have a fabulous opportunity
to connect with other Reconstructionist Jews in New York
City for a sleep over at the West End Synagogue, 190
Amsterdam @ 69th Street, NY. If at all possible, don't miss
this one! Rabbi Susan says that this congregation is one of
the best Reconstructionist synagogues and that the
students will get a lot out of the experience. Registration is
due on January 11th. Information was emailed to each
student and their family. If desired, we can organize a
group to go together. The students will also participate in
a city-wide national day of service on MLK Day.
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Jewish Community
Tu B'Shevat Progressive Dinner
Saturday, January 30th, 5:45 pm - 10:30 pm

JEWISH LIFE PROGRAMS COMING IN 2010
Mark your calendar now for these upcoming Jewish LIFE
Programs.
* Michael Rosen, author of What Else but Home: Seven Boys
and an American Journey between the Projects and
Penthouse, Tuesday, February 23 at 7 p.m. (Sponsored by the
JCC Festival of Books & Culture)
* Professor Leonard Saxe, author of Ten Days Birthright Israel,
Sunday, March 21 at 10 a.m.
* Clara Kramer,
author of Clara’s
War. Communitywide
Holocaust
Observance,
Sunday, April 11 at
7 p.m. at Temple Beth El, 1489 Hamilton Street, Somerset;
732-873-2325. (Sponsored by the JCC Festival of Books &
Culture)
* Jeffrey Zaslow, author of The Girls from Ames: A Story of
Women and a Forty Year Friendship, Tuesday, April 20 at 6:30
p.m. (Sponsored by the JCC Festival of Books and Culture and
Somerset Hadassah)
All programs will be held at the Shimon and Sara Birnbaum
JCC, 775 Talamini Road in Bridgewater, with the exception of
the Holocaust Observance with Clara Kramer, which will be
held at Temple Beth El in Somerset. For program fees and
additional details, please go to www.ssbjcc.org. (The Clara
Kramer program is free to the community. Please call Temple
Beth El directlly at 732-873-2325 to register.)

The evening will look like this:
5:45 pm Meet everyone at the first host home for
delectable appetizers
7:00 pm Say thank you and goodbye, hop in your car
and travel* to your next destination - your dinner host's
home
7:15 pm Sit down with a more intimate group of 6-8
people for a wonderful dinner and short, creative Tu
B'Shevat seder
9:00 pm Thank your host, hop in your car, and travel to
your next destination - Congregation Kehilat Shalom
9:15 pm Rejoin the entire group for more fun,
conversation, and delicious desserts.
10:30 pm Say thank you and goodbye, and make a
mental note to attend our next progressive dinner
Here's what you need to know and do:
Reserve your place now. Call Merryl and Alan Traub at
609-419-0409
by
January
16
or
email
at
altra24@comcast.net to let us know how many people will
be attending and whether or not you'll be able to host
one of the venues.
Decide what appetizer and dessert you'll bring**.
Mail $15.00 per person** (to cover the cost of paper
goods, wine, coffee, etc.) to the synagogue when you
reserve your place.
Please consider volunteering your home to host one of
the two portions of the evening. We need volunteer hosts
in order to make this event successful.
If you'll be single that evening, please do come! It's not a
couple's thing and you'll have a great time!
*Maximum travel time will be 15-18 minutes between
venues.
**Appetizer host does not have to bring appetizers or
desserts and will pay only $5.00 per person. Dinner hosts
will provide a one-course dinner for 6-8 people (we
supply the wine) and do not have to pay anything.
Questions? Call Alan and Merryl Traub at 609-419-0409 or
email altra24@comcast.net

Rabbi Jim Diamond giving his talk entitled “Discovering
Buried Treasures and Hidden Meanings in the Torah
Text” on November 15th.

Rabbi Diamond signing a book for Iris Rubenstein
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JANUARY 2010
15 Tevet 5770 - 16 Shevat 5770
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2
Vayehi: Gen. 49.1 50.26
I Kings 2.1-12.

3

4

5

6

7

6-8 PM Kehi-loft

10

11

9 - Noon - Hebrew
School
9:30 - 11:00 am Beginning Hebrew for
Adults
6-8 PM Kehi-loft social
evening
17

9 - Noon - Hebrew
School

31
9 - Noon - Hebrew
School

13

14

7:30 pm - Board
Meeting

18

9 - Noon - Hebrew
School
24

12

19

20

21

7:30 PM - Membership 6-8 PM Kehi-loft
Committee Meeting
25

26
7:00 PM Religion
Committee Meeting

27

28

8

9

7:45 PM - Shabbat
Service

Shemot: Exo. 2.23 4.17
Jeremiah 1.1 - 1.19
9:30 am - Jason Weitze
Bar Mitzvah

15

16

7:00 PM Shabbat
Service and Learner's
Minyan

ROSH HODESH
Vaera: Exo. 7.14 18.28
Num. 28.9-15.
Isaiah 66.1-24.
4:00 pm - Zachary
Anderson Bar Mitzvah

22

23

7:45 PM - Shabbat
Service

Bo: Exo. 11.4 - 12.28
Jeremiah 46.13-28.

29

30

7:00 pm - Shabbat
Services led by Kehiloft

TU B'SHEVAT
Beshalah: Exo. 15.1 16.10
Judges 5.1-31.
5:30 pm - Tu B'Shavat
Progressive Dinner

Whom to contact for…
Adult Education

Meryl Bisberg- 908-874-8970
Rhonda Wynston-Kraftt 908-864-0046
Audrey Starkman 908-904-0432
Robin Bengochea- 908-359-0420
ext. 1 admin@ksnj.org

Beautification
Billing/Payments
B’nai Mitzvah
(helpers, celebrations)
Board of Trustees 2nd Tues.
Building/Grounds/Décor
Building Usage/Access
By-Laws
Congregants’ Assistance Fund

Education 1st Wed.
Financial Committee
Fundraising
Gift Shop
Hospitality(Kiddush & Oneg)
Kindercapers
Life Cycle
(Caring for each other)
Long Range Planning
Membership
Pastoral Emergencies
Personnel
Publicity
Rabbi's Liaison
Religion
TechnologyInternet and Marketing
Technology Computer and Networking
Tikkun Olam
Tree of Life Donations
Youth Activities

Meryl Orlando- 732-329-8945
Matt Rosenthal- 908-874-0787
Andy Sokel- 609-466-8749
andsok@aol.com
Robin Bengochea- 908-359-0420
ext. 1 admin@ksnj.org
Victor Elgort- 908-874-8535
vselgort@nmmlaw.com
Rabbi Falk- 908-359-0420 ext. 3
rabbi@ksnj.org
Andrea Lass 609-799-3536
Judy Weitze 609-466-9214
Debbie Gartenberg 908-428-7345
Debbie Tesser 908-904-0457
Lisa Kent 908-578-2972
Susan Waskow 609-333-1113
Natalie London- 908-874-6952
Audrey Starkman 908-904-0432
Mark Goldhammer 609-799-3536
Sheryl Rosenberg- 908-253-7049
swellcourt@verizon.net
Joseph Weiss
josephhobartweiss@verizon.net
Leslie Kowalski 609-275-4644
Rabbi Susan Falk 908-359-0420
Dave Campeas 908-904-4917
Jeff Barth
Stacey Anderson 908-359-0593
Debbie Tesser 908-904-0457
Dave Campeas 908-904-4917
Holly Nelson 609-921-1508
Richard Rosenberg 908-253-7049
Amy Rosenthal
webmaster@ksnj.org
Mitch Javeline 908-359-6860
Michael Galkin 908-281-4499
Michael Galkin 908-281-4499
Shelley Nord- 908-874-8464
Karen Fridkis- 609-333-1119

© 2010 by CKS. All rights reserved. Permission required for reuse.
The CKS Newsletter is published monthly, except July.
th
Deadline is the 15 of each month.
Every effort will be made to publish contributed items, but due to
space restrictions, placement and format are at the discretion of the
editor.
Advertising Policy. You can advertise in this newsletter to inform the
community of your business or profession. Advertising is accepted based
on its interest and applicability to our readership. Location in the
newsletter is at the editor’s discretion. CKS does not necessarily endorse
or vouch for the products and services of our advertisers. The newsletter
is published 11 times per year (no issue in July). E-mail a file with the art
to the editor, or provide camera-ready art on clean, white background.
Advertiser responsibility to meet deadlines. Rates are low and must be
paid in advance. For information and a rate sheet, please contact the
editor.
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community since 1982.

Inside the Newsletter
Page 1
Page 2
Page 3
Page 4
Page 5
Page 6
Page 7

Bulletin from the Board
Donations/Committee Reports
From the Rabbi
Hebrew School Happenings
Kehi-Loft
Jewish Community
January calendar

January 2010

Deadline for next newsletter: January 15th

