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As I sit and write this last piece for the newsletter, I suppose

253 Griggstown Rd.
Belle Mead, NJ 08502
Phone: 908-359-0420
Fax: 908-359-8848

it would be natural to reflect upon the last four years here at
the synagogue. We have had a rather tumultuous time,
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dealing with two Rabbi transitions, challenges in maintaining
membership and trying to figure a way to function as a smaller group and yet
maintain the same level of satisfaction amongst the membership as far as the
quality of the services we provide. These challenges still face us as we prepare to
greet Rabbi Susan Falk into our community and as we have just passed a budget
for the next year that includes asking members to dig deeper into their pockets to
support the synagogue. I think it would be fair to say that challenges are part of
running a synagogue in today’s world. How we meet them will define who we are
as a congregation.
I know that I have said this before, both in these newsletter pieces and when
talking to the congregation during holidays, but I would like to say it again in my
last communication as President. Getting involved in a committee, serving on the
Board, or just helping to run an event will give you a feeling of ownership in the
synagogue. You will also meet fellow congregants, and hopefully forge enduring
friendships. We talk about the “C” word frequently. Community. Become part of it,
and help to make it stronger.

To Rabbi Tayvah,
Ed Krisiloff,
and the outgoing board members:
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE
TO OUR CONGREGATION

CKS Donations

Committee Happenings

CKS gratefully acknowledges the generosity of our
members and friends.

Sisterhood
Sisterhood Off to a Rousing Start

From Shelley Parish Nord
In memory of Kenneth S. Nord, M.D.

Thanks to everyone who joined us at the kick off meeting
of our new Sisterhood. We enjoyed a bright sunny
afternoon, poolside and lots of great munchies. It was
great to get to know each other better and we had a
terrific turnout. We agreed that our goals would be 1)
social – getting to know each other better and
scheduling more regular, fun social events 2) service –
assisting CKS and possibly the community with some
specific fundraising, beautification, or service goals 3)
other – lots more still to discuss including our gift shop,
b’nai mitzvah gifts, work with our new men’s club, and
much more. Both women who belong to CKS and those
who don’t, but are seeking a little Jewish sisterhood, are
welcome to join. By the way, partners of Jewish folks are
also welcome, no religious affiliation required. Dues are
$25 for members of CKS and $35 for non-members. At the
last meeting, we had several women from other shuls and
a few past CKS members join us. So, please come to our
next meeting and bring along a friend or two. We will
meet on 6/14 at 7-9pm at CKS for coffee and dessert and
a more discussion. Hope to see you there! For more
details or to add your name to our distribution list, please
email lisa@luminationsgroup.com.

Donations in honor of Richard and Sheryl
Rosenberg’s anniversary and Sheryl’s birthday:
Hilary Crist
Marilyn Nusbaum
Marc and Harlene Rosenberg
Morris and Marilyn Plotkin
Jeremy and Sue Lerner
From Robert and Peggy Fass
In honor of the engagement of Alex Jones
and Alison McCarthy
From Jackie and Larry Weitzner
In honor of Mia Van Peenan’s Bat Mitzvah
From Robert and Peggy Fass
In honor of Marissa Applegate’s Bat Mitzvah
From Stephen and Judy Underberg
In honor of Rebecca Underberg-Davis’ Bat
Mitzvah
From Herb Milich
Donation
From Amy Rosenthal
Donation
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Siyyun!
Kehilat Shalom ended the Hebrew School year with
a special program during which students and
parents got to relive some of the year's highlights.
Stations were set around the building for students to
paint a Jewish symbol on a banner to be displayed
for the summer, play board games, sing with the
music teacher, dance with the Israeli dance
teacher, or play Gaga in the back field. There was
truly something for everyone. The last half hour was
an opportunity to recognize students with perfect
attendance, teachers' outstanding work, listen to
the Kehilat Shalom's fifth and sixth grade students
singing Hatikvah, listen to Kehilat Shalom Hebrew
School's choir sing, and sing a round of "Shalom
Haverim" with Rabbi Jeff from Camp JRF. The school
year was a hit!

Hebrew School Happenings
June/July 2007

Shabbat Superstars for April

I want to say thank you to our parents and
students for validating my choice of profession. I had the
pleasure of leading tefilot on a Wednesday in May and
chose to teach about Ashrei, which starts the minhah service. The prayer
focuses our attention on what makes us happy about being Jewish, so I
decided to ask the students and teachers to share something that makes
them happy about being Jewish. I was going to start the sharing by saying
that I love when my children get
excited about something that they
learn in Hebrew School or when we
celebrate Shabbat on Friday nights,
but I didn’t get a chance because of
the children’s exuberance to share
their opinions and experiences. I was
delighted to hear our students tell me
how proud they were that they could
talk about Judaism in Public school in
a knowledgeable way. One student said that he learned things in Hebrew
school that he was able to apply to the outside world. Almost immediately, a
classmate tried to say, “You’ll never hear that again”. Before the words left
that student’s mouth, several older students raised their hands to share how
they had applied their Hebrew school lessons in Public School and other
places. I ended the session telling the kids that I had a new joy in being
Jewish, and that was hearing their enthusiasm and getting to know that I was
a part of the place that inspires them.
I would like to extend thanks to Meryl Bisberg for her
donation of a few videos and the Jerusalem Children’s
Card Game. Additionally, I would like to thank all of the
parents who registered their children early. It really helps
me plan for staff, materials and scheduling when I know
who will be in class. I would like to extend thanks to all of
the

parents, volunteers, members

of

the

Education

Committee, toranim, students and teachers that made this
a successful school year.

Dori Daus, Principal
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April 6
Dorothy Waskow – 2
Harry Waskow – 6
Jeremy Orlando – 3
April 13
Ben Applegate – 4
Kevin Chalek – 7
April 20
Jackie Sokel – 3
Lindsay Ketofsky
Nancy Weiss – 5
Jason Weitze – 4
Marc Weitze – K
Jack Weitze – 2
Scott Weitze – 5
Kelly Anderson – 2
Zach Anderson - 2
Dorothy Waskow – 2
Jeremy Bilotti – 6
Dorothy Weiss – 3
Rachel Spielholz – 6
Cecily Weinstein – K
Jeremy Orlando – 3
Jason Rosenthal – 4
Emily Gartenberg – 6
Joanna Javeline – 5
Melissa Javeline – 2
Alison Kent – 7
Harry Waskow – 6
April 21
Joanna Javeline – 5
Melissa Javeline – 2
Harry Waskow - 6

Hebrew High/Youth Group News
HEBREW HIGH SCHOOL

Jewish version, of course, - and taking the students outside for a
game of Frisbee.

If you haven't registered yet for next year's Hebrew High School
classes, please do so at your earliest possible convenience. The
Hebrew High School offers a wonderful opportunity for post B'nai
Mitzvah teens to continue learning about Judaism in a
comfortable, friendly and fun environment. The once weekly
program (but ok to come when you can) provides a forum for
spirited discussions and lectures about topics relevant to teenagers
and their interests while socializing with friends over pizza.

As a life coach, Judi Turkheimer, offers a unique perspective of
teaching to her class. She asks the class what topic they would like
to explore, then listens, asks questions, and offers observations,
reflections, and feedback. She encourages the students to reflect
on their thoughts, choices, and responsibilities. In Judi’s class,
discussion topics have included: “What is God?” how would you
define a loser and why, “When is a joke funny and when is it
offensive.”

The Hebrew High Committee encourages all current 7th graders
and other post Bar/Bat Mitzvah teens to register for Hebrew High
for 2007-2008. The 8-10th grade class meets Wednesdays from 57PM and the 11-12th grade class meets on Thursdays from 5-7.

In addition to our regular adult leaders, this year we have had the
added bonus of several congregant volunteers who have come
into the classroom to lead a discussion.Many, many thanks to
Jeremy Lerner, who shared his life story of growing up in Wales
after WWII and his conversion to Judaism with both sessions, and to
Jim Ohls for discussing living in Israel w/the Thursday’s class and to
Jeremy Perlmutter for his help with Wednesday’s session.

TUITION IS FREE FOR 8th GRADE STUDENTS and only $180/year for
older students.
May saw the end of this year's Hebrew High School program.
Once again congregant volunteers came to the classroom to
share their area of interests with the students. Our thanks to Jim
Ohls who talked to the students about his trips to Israel to visit his
wife's family. Eli Unger lead the final classes on Thursday as the
students wound up their year with him learning more about current
events in Israel and more conversational Hebrew. Rabbi Tayvah
was on hand to lead sessions for Thursday's class.

I would like to thank the HHS committee members, Natalie London,
Harlene Rosenberg, and Gayle Holtzman, for their dedication,
vision, and hard work. Their commitment to the program is the glue
that holds everything together.
As always we are looking for new members to the Hebrew High
School
committee.
Please
join
us.
Contact
me
at
kfridkis@comcast.net to learn more about how you can help.

Wednesday's class invited the 7th grade students to their final two
sessions. At the first shared class the 7th graders were introduced
to congregant Judi Turkheimer who lead a thought provoking
coaching session about being Jewish. At the last week of class
Susan Waskow hosted a year end party with her students and the
7th grade students and teacher. In addition to the standard pizza
dinner, Gayle Holtzman provided festive party snacks to munch
while the class was in session. Susan lead the students in a rolicking
game of the Jewish version of Apples to Apples.

Shalom,
Karen Fridkis, Hebrew High School Committee chair

CONGREGATION KEHILAT SHALOM YOUTH GROUP
Our final event for the year is slated for June 3. A perennial favorite
- the Kayak/Canoe Trip on the Delaware Canal is back again in
2007. It's sure to be a splash! The Smulian/Donoghue family has
once more volunteered to take the youth group kayaking and
canoeing on the Delaware Canal. So grab your towel, sunscreen,
and hat and join the fun.

I would like to express the Hebrew High School committee's
appreciation to all the people who have helped with the program
this year. Thank you to the people who purchased pizza for the
dinners in each session: Susan Krisiloff, Elaine Donoghue, Natalie
London, Harlene Rosenberg, Carrie Fischman, Tom Berger, Lisa
Kent, Gayle Holtzman, George Cohen, and Jake Fridkis.

Here are the details:
What: Canoe and Kayak trip
When: Sunday, June 3
Time: 1:00 - late afternoon
Where: Meet at the Griggstown Causeway near the canoe
rental business
Cost: Approximately $15- $20 each
Contact person: Elaine Donoghue and John Smulian at 908874-7562
RSVP - At your earliest convenience.
Drinks and snacks will be provided by the Smulian family.
No experience is necessary. Please bring sunscreen and a
change of clothes and towel in case of mishap.
Call the Smulian family in the morning if the weather is in
doubt.

Thank you to our dedicated staff of teachers and congregant
volunteers for their enthusiastic participation. They are at the heart
of the program. Their ideas shape the curriculum and their wisdom
and experience add a unique dimension to the education of our
teens. Each week our adult leaders introduce a topic of debate or
present new information to the students.
I would like to thank each of them individually. Rabbi Tayvah
teaches in both the Wednesday program and is one of the main
teachers for Thursday’s class. He has covered a wide variety of
topics with the students this year. For example, discussions
included the topics of civil liberties, and the Enemy’s combatant
bill, the rituals of conversion, the Talmud, marriage, and much
more.

RECONSTRUCTIONIST REGIONAL YOUTH GROUP
The regional youth group had their last event for the year (and
their last event with youth advisor, Josh Goldsmith) on Sunday,
May 20.

Eli Unger teaches the other half of Thursday’s HHS class. Eli has
eagerly introduced his students to conversational Hebrew, through
having them conjugate verbs, count to 4,000, and try to read an
article from an Israeli newspaper. He has given them an
introductory course of the history of Israel and discussed Israeli
current events.

Their Youth Group Closing Bonfire and Hang-out took place at the
home of Sam and David Culter-Kreutz in Princeton from 5:00 - 8:00
attracted approximately 20 teens. It was an afternoon of fun in the
sun! They had Frisbees, balls, and lots of sports stuff, games aplenty, a treehouse, and a great creek to explore. Whether sports
are your thing, you love s'mores, or you just want to hang out with
your friends, this final event had something for everyone.

Our primary teacher for Wednesday’s class is congregant
volunteer Susan Waskow. Susan has been the backbone of this
year’s Wednesday program. Each week she comes to class
prepared to share something new with the students. She has
posed a wide variety of questions for discussion. Some of them
were: What is the difference between “what is ethical” and “what
is legal”, “If you don’t believe in God, can you still be Jewish?” “If
you could meet one person from any point in history, who would
you want to meet and why?”. Susan also makes time for the lighter
side by playing the popular board games Apples to Apples – the

A hearty thank you to Josh Goldsmith for his years as youth advisor
for this growing group. Good luck to Josh as he graduates
Princeton University. He will be deeply missed.
Shalom,
Karen Fridkis, Youth Committee chair
5

JUNE 2007
June 2007

What's going on at Congregation Kehilat Shalom?
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

15 Sivan 5767 - 14 Tammuz 5767

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
15 Sivan
1
¡¡8:05PM
7 PM Singing &
Storytelling Shabbat
evening service

3

17 Sivan

4

18 Sivan

5

19 Sivan

6

20 Sivan

7

21 Sivan

8

10

24 Sivan

11

25 Sivan

12

26 Sivan

13

27 Sivan

14

28 Sivan

15

7:30 pm Board of
Trustees Mtg.

17

1 Tammuz

24

8 Tammuz

29 Sivan
¡¡8:13PM
7:00 PM Shabbat Service

2 Tammuz

19

3 Tammuz

20

4 Tammuz

21

5 Tammuz

22

25

9 Tammuz

26

10 Tammuz

27

11 Tammuz

28

12 Tammuz

29

30 Sivan
§9:16PM
ROSH HODESH 1ST
DAY
Korah: Num. 17:25-18:32
Num. 28.9-15.
Isaiah 66.1-24.
Preceding Rosh Hodesh:
I Samuel 20.18-42.
4:30 PM Shabbat Minhah
Service; Emily Campeas'
Bat Mitzvah celebration

16

6 Tammuz
7 Tammuz
23
¡¡8:15PM
§9:18PM
7:45 PM Shabbat Service Hukkat: Num. 21:4-22:1
Judges 11.1-11,29-33

[¡¡Candle Lighting, §Observance End. Times are for Belle Mead, NJ]
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16 Sivan
§9:08PM
Behaalotekha: Num.
11.1-12.16
Zechariah 2.14-4.7.
9:30 AM Shabbat
Shaharit Service;
Madeline Roe's Bat
Mitzvah celebration
Family Bingo 7:30 PM

2

22 Sivan
23 Sivan
9
¡¡8:09PM
§9:13PM
7:45 PM Food for
Shelah: Num. 15.8-15.41
thought Shabbat Service
Joshua 2.1-24.
9:30 AM Shabbat
Shaharit Service; Neil
Brandwein's Bar Mitzvah
celebration

18

ROSH HODESH 2ND
DAY
Num. 28.1-15.

Saturday

13 Tammuz
¡¡8:16PM

14 Tammuz
§9:19PM
Balak: Num. 23:27-25:9
Micah 5.6-6.8.

30

JULY 2007
July 2007

What's going on at Congregation Kehilat Shalom?
Sunday

Monday

1

15 Tammuz

8

22 Tammuz

Tuesday

15 Tammuz 5767 - 16 Av 5767

Wednesday

2

16 Tammuz

17 Tammuz
3
§9:19PM
FAST OF TAMMUZ 17
Morning: Exo. 32.11-14,
34.1-10. Afternoon: Exo.
32.11-14, 34.1-10.
Afternoon: Isaiah 55.656.8 (Sephardi ritual:
Hosea 14.2-10, Micah
7.18-20).

4

18 Tammuz

9

23 Tammuz

10

11

2 Av

9 Av
§9:08PM
FAST OF TISHA B'AV
Morning: Deut. 4.25-40.
Afternoon: Exo. 32.1114, 34.1-10.
Morning: Jeremiah 8.139.23. Afternoon: Isaiah
55.6-56.8 (Sephardi
ritual: Hosea 14.2-10,
Micah 7.18-20).

24 Tammuz

Thursday

Friday

5

20 Tammuz
21 Tammuz
6
7
¡¡8:15PM
§9:18PM
7 PM Shabbat evening
Pinhas: Num. 28:16-30:1
service
Jeremiah 1.1-2.3.
9:30 AM Shabbat
Shaharit Service;
Benjamin Seitz celebrates
his Bar Mitzvah

25 Tammuz

12

26 Tammuz

13

18

3 Av

19

4 Av

20

25

10 Av

26

11 Av

27

27 Tammuz
¡¡8:12PM

7:30 pm Board of
Trustees Mtg.

15

29 Tammuz

1 Av

16

17

ROSH HODESH
Num. 28.1-15.

22

7 Av

23

8 Av

24

29

14 Av

30

15 Av
§9:03PM
TU B'AV

31

Saturday

19 Tammuz

28 Tammuz
§9:15PM
Mattot: Num. 32:1-32:42
Mase: Num. 35:9-36:13
Jeremiah 2.4-2.28, 3.4
(Optional: 4.1-2 may
replace or supplement
3.4).

14

5 Av
6 Av
21
¡¡8:08PM
§9:10PM
7 PM Shabbat Service Devarim: Deut. 2:31-3:22
Under the Stars (weather
Isaiah 1:1-27
permitting)
12 Av
¡¡8:03PM

13 Av
§9:05PM
Vaet'Hanan: Deut. 6:17:11
Isaiah 40:1-26

28

16 Av

[¡¡Candle Lighting, §Observance End. Times are for Belle Mead, NJ]

We are here for you…

Are you unemployed, underemployed, or
seeking a career change?
JFS offers:
* Individualized career counseling * Monthly Job Seekers
Support Group
* Resume Critique * Job Search Assistance
Call (908) 725-7799 for more information
Located at 150-A West High St., Somerville
JFS is a nonprofit, nondiscriminatory social service agency
working to preserve and strengthen the quality
of individual, family and community life based on Jewish
values

Whom to contact for…
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Sofie Uppal- 908-359-0420
ext. 1 sofie@ksnj.org

Billing/Payments
B’nai

Mitzvah

(helpers,

Meryl Orlando- 732-329-8945

(training,

Rabbi Tayvah- 908-359-0420
ext. 2 rabbi@ksnj.org
Ed Krisiloff -908-359-0560
Andy Sokel- 609-466-8749

celebrations)

B'nai

Mitzvah

service questions)

Board of Trustees 2nd Tues.
Building/Grounds/Décor
Building Usage/Access
By-Laws

vselgort@nmmlaw.com

Congregants’ Assistance
Fund
Dues
Hebrew High School
Hospitality (Kiddush and
Oneg)

Kindercapers
Life

Cycle

andsok@aol.com

Robin Bengochea- 908-359-0420
ext. 1 admin@ksnj.org
Victor Elgort- 908-874-8535

(Caring

for

Rabbi Tayvah- 908-359-0420 ext. 2
rabbi@ksnj.org

Joan Weisblatt- 908-874-3529
Karen Fridkis- 609-333-1119
Natalie London- 908-874-6952

© 2007 by JCCBM. All rights reserved. Permission required for reuse.

Susan Schatzman, director908-359-0160
Debbie Lampf-908-466-4165
Peggy Fass- 609-466-0146
Sheryl Rosenberg- 908-253-7049

The JCCBM Newsletter is published monthly, except July.
th
Deadline is the 15 of each month.
Every effort will be made to publish contributed items, but due to
space restrictions, placement and format are at the discretion of the
editor.
Advertising Policy. You can advertise in this newsletter to inform the
community of your business or profession. Advertising is accepted based
on its interest and applicability to our readership. Location in the
newsletter is at the editor’s discretion. The JCCBM does not necessarily
endorse
or
vouch
for
the
products
and
services of our advertisers The newsletter is published 11 times per year
(no issue in July). E-mail a file with the art to the editor, or provide
camera-ready art on clean, white background. Advertiser responsibility to
meet deadlines. Rates are low and must be paid in advance. For
information and a rate sheet, please contact the editor.

each other)

swellcourt@verizon.net

Long Range Planning /
New Building / Capital
campaign

Natalie London- 908-874-6952
Joseph Weiss
josephhobartweiss@verizon.net

Debbie Tesser 908-904-0457
Jeremy Lerner 908-904-0228
Leslie Kowalski 609-275-4644
Karen Bartels- 609-921-1811

Membership
Newsletter

karen.bartels@verizon.net

Pastoral Emergencies

Rabbi Michael Tayvah908-359-0420
Emergency # 315-382-2606
rabbi@ksnj.org

Publicity
Religion
Tree of Life Donations
Webmaster

Janis Todd- 609-799-8384
John Smulian- 908-874-7562
Shelley Nord- 908-874-8464
Amy Rosenthal
webmaster@ksnj.org

Youth Activities
Youth Education 1st Wed.

Karen Fridkis- 609-333-1119
Lisa Kent- 908-578-2972
lisa@luminationsgroup.com

Debbie Grauer- 609-466-2206

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Belle Mead, NJ 08502
Permit No. 11

253 Griggstown Road, Belle Mead, NJ 08502
http://www.ksnj.org
Listserve e-mail: contact admin@ksnj.org
Fulfilling the religious, educational and social needs of our Jewish
community since 1982.
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