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BULLETIN FROM THE BOARD 

OK, so they flew  the nest - now  w hat? 

It has now  been 15 years since the last of our c hild ren left  home to sta rt lives of their ow n.  At 
the time it  w as both a  relief and  a  sorrow .  Initia lly Sue (my w ife) and  I looked  forw ard  to 
spontaneous travel w ithout having  to think about making  dinner; or perform  other service 
func tions for our c hild ren.  Which b rings up  an interesting  point, at w hat time did  "servant" 
tasks c reep into the job desc ription of "pa rent" espec ially of older teenage c hild ren? It is 
amazing how  philosophical w e get in retrospec t. 

Our first opportunity for spontaneity as empty nesters a rrived  w ith a  job  offer I could  not 
refuse; w hich meant leaving  New  Jersey to live in Los Angeles. After w e got there, and 
settled  in, the urge to serve and  be help ful c ame back w ith a vengeance. It is not that w e 
had  too muc h time on our hands, that never happened, but our foc us certa inly c hanged. 

We joined  a  loc al synagogue and  began to volunteer and  pa rtic ipate in its offerings. I found 
myself doing  something  I never imagined  myself doing ; I enrolled  in a  B'nai Mitzvah c lass.  At 
50, I w as neither the oldest nor the youngest of the nine people in the c lass. We all sha red 
one thing  in c ommon, an eagerness to expand  our horizons. Within four w eeks of the "event" 
I had  a  skiing  acc ident I w ould  p refer to forget that landed  me in a  w heel c hair for a 
p rolonged  period of time. Members of the g roup  and  the Rabbi "home sc hooled" me to be 
c erta in that I w as up  to speed  (w ithout the risk to life and  limb). The support I rec eived  in this 
time of need w as an inspiration. 

Perhaps this example is trivia l in c omparison to those w ho a re sic k or suffering  events of 
g reater impac t. How ever, the entire B'nai Mitzvah p rocess w as a w onderful experience, 
espec ially as I w as c hosen to make the g roup  p resentation.  On the big day I made the 
p resentation w ith one leg  pointing  at the audience to a "standing  room only" turn-out. As an 
annual Temple event, it w as easily one of the best attended , and a w onderful example of 
c ommunity spirit.  

After some years, Sue and  I returned  to NJ and  bec ame members of the JCC of Belle Mead , 
and  I later became a  board  member. I found  the board  to consist of a  g roup  of individuals 
w ho a re enthusiastic , involved , and committed  to making  a differenc e. We a re c ommitted 
to making  the JCC g row , and  be dynamic .  How ever, it our reliance on member volunteers 
that makes the differenc e; p lus w e have an "empty nesters" Havurah, 

I have a  simple take home message: p lease volunteer and  pa rtic ipate in JCC ac tivities. You 
a re certa in to be w ell rew arded  w ith a  sense of ac complishment and  p ride w hen you make 
something happen. As experienced  individuals you can effec tively lead  our c ommunity and 
make it  even more dynamic . To younger readers; encourage your pa rents to join us at the 
JCC. Please call the Rabbi, Mic helle Brow n, or any board  member, to d isc uss how  the JCC 
of Belle Meade c an contribute to your life. 

Probably the best w ay to get to know  us is to attend  Friday evening  services.  There is a lw ays 
an oneg follow ing the service w here you can meet other JCC members, and ask questions.  

Jeremy Lerner  Trustee 
�
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Youth Group News/ Hebrew High 
HEBREW HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

In Feb rua ry the Wed nesd a y Heb rew High stud ents b ega n to  p la n 
for the Ma rch 19th Purim ca rniva l. The teens a nd  I b ra instormed  
id ea s for ga mes a nd  c ra fts for the a nnua l ca rniva l. We trekked  
up sta irs to  the b a lcony a nd  rumma ged  throug h the Purim b oxes 
in the a ttic  d iscovering  which of the ga mes a nd  c ra fts could  b e 
reused  for this yea r a nd  which need ed  to  b e rep la c ed . They 
inventoried  the p rize b ox a nd ma d e no tes on wha t typ e of new 
p rizes they p la n to  p urc ha se. In the co ming weeks the c la ss w ill 
continue to  p rep a re for the ca rniva l. 

Wed nesd a y's c la ss a lso ha d  the op p ortunity to  lea rn more Jew ish 
history fro m Ms. Ba rb a ra  Lehma n. They d iscussed  Krista llna c ht 
d uring one c la ss. Ano ther week they wa tched  the d ocumenta ry, 
From Swa stika  to  Jim Crow, a  film a b out two d ifferent group s of 
p eop le who  a d a p ted  a nd  even flourished  in d ifficult a nd  o ften 
ha rsh c ircumsta nc es. Ga b e to ld  me tha t the film showed  o ne 
interview w ith a n Africa n America n ma n who a ttend ed  a  Jew ish 
summer ca mp . When he returned  ho me a nd  to ld  his friend s 
a b out the Jews a nd  their exp erienc es, they would n't b elieve tha t 
Jews were white . They tho ught tha t b a sed  on the op p ression 
tha t Jews fa c ed  tha t they must ha ve the sa me skin co lor a s 
themselves. Tha nk you Ba rb a ra  for b roa d ening our teens world  
d uring your c la ssroo m d iscussions a nd  throug h the ma teria ls yo ur 
choose for them. 

On the la st w eek of Feb rua ry, Jim Ohls wa s our guest tea cher. He 
lea d  a  d iscussion a b out food  sta mp s a nd  tzed eka h. Tha nk you, 
Jim, for your insightful p resenta tio n a nd  for your w illing ness to  
sha re your knowled g e w ith the c la ss. 

Ra b b i Ta yva h b ega n to  p la n for the Purim sp ie l w ith the c la ss. 
Susa n Wa skow a nd  the teens ta lked  a b out Jew ish hero es a nd  
ma d e p la ns for a  p resenta tion to  the young er gra d es. Using  
Ra nd y Co hen's co lumn, The Ethic ist fro m the Sund a y New  York 
Times, the teens a nd  I d eb a ted  va rious ethica l situa tions d uring  
two c la ss p eriod s.  

Tha nks to  Ca rrie Fisc hma n a nd  To m Berg er for p urcha sing p izza  
a nd  b evera g es for the Wed nesd a y sessions d uring Feb rua ry. 

Thursd a y's Heb rew High Sc hool c la ss continued  to  stud y w ith 
Ra b b i Ta yva h d uring  their weekly two hour session. Pla ns g ot 
und erwa y for this yea r's Purim sp ie l d uring Feb rua ry. The c la ss 
d ec id ed  on a n interesting setting to  this tra d itiona l ta le . Ma rk 
your ca lend a rs now for the p erforma nc e of the teen p rod uc tion 
of the Purim story to  b e held  this yea r on Ma rch 13th. It sound s 
like it w ill b e a no ther memora b le evening!  

Thursd a y's c la ss a lso ha d  the op p ortunity to  lea rn a b out fo od  
sta mp s a nd  tzed eka h w ith Jim Ohls. Jim genero usly lea d  a 
d iscussion w ith the Thursd a y c la ss On Feb rua ry 23rd . Tha nks, Jim. 
If you would  like to  vo lunteer your time a nd  sha re yo ur 
knowled g e or interest w ith the teens, p lea se ema il me. Our 
p rogra m is enriched  b y the p a rtic ip a tion b y the w id er 
co mmunity. 

March Hebrew High School ca lendar: 
Wednesdays:                                    Thursdays: 
Ma rch 1                                            Ma rch 2 
Ma rch 8                                            Ma rch 9 
Ma rch 15                                          Ma rch 16 
Ma rch 22                                          Ma rch 23 
Ma rch 29                                          Ma rch 30 

  
JCCBM YOUTH GROUP 
 
The first w eek of Feb rua ry the JCCBM Youth group  tra veled  to  
Brid gewa ter to  see the p la y, Two Women. Written b y Rita  Ben-Or, 
this p o igna nt co med y wa s a  stud y in fema le re la tionship s w ithin 
four genera tions of a  Jew ish fa mily. Ma ya , the gra nd mo ther, wa s 
exp ertly p la yed  b y JCCBM's own, Sheryl Rosenb erg. So me of the 
funniest sc enes of the evening were b etween Ma ya  a nd  her 
mo ther. Betw een scenes the ja zz group , The Blue Ca ts, 
enterta ined  the a ud ienc e. Ma ny tha nks to  Sheryl Rosenb erg for 
te lling us a b out the p la y a nd  for Na ta lie Lond on for help ing to  
coord ina te the event.  

A shul-in on the la st Sa turd a y of Feb rua ry wa s the hig hlight o f the 
month for so me of the teen p a rtic ip a nts. Ma ny tha nks to  Heid i 
Zord e for c ha p eroning this a ll night event. The evening b eg a n 
w ith a  p la nning meeting w ith the youth gro up  lea d ers. Dinner 
fo llowed . Ra b b i Ta yva h lea d  a  short ha vd a la h servic e in the 
sa nc tua ry. The JCCBM's new p ro jec tor wa s used  for the 
evening 's enterta inment. The teens wa tc hed  a  film a nd  ha d  the 
evening to  enjo y ea c h o ther's co mp a ny in a  re la xed  setting. 
Tha nks to  a ll o f those who worked  to  ma ke this event a  rea lity. 
Da tes for future events a re listed  b e low: 
  
SAVE THE DATE: March 19 from 1:00-3:00 Purim Carniva l 
The teens of JCCBM w ith the he lp  of Aud rey Sta rkma n w ill b e 
running  the a nnua l Purim ca rniva l. Plea se ma rk your ca lend a r 
now a nd  p la n to  co me a nd  help  ma ke this yea r's ca rniva l a  
succ ess. We need  teens to  ha nd le the c ra ft b ooths, to  run the 
ga mes, a nd  to  work in the kitchen se lling  p izza . Conta c t Aud rey 
Sta rkma n a t b d sfrs@a ol.co m to vo lunteer. 
SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, April 23 
MS Wa lk. The a nnua l MS Wa lk is sc hed uled  for this d a y. Deta ils 
w ill fo llow. 
SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, May 7 -  8:30 a .m. - 1:00 p.m . 
Sp ring Op en House for JCCBM. The youth group  w ill onc e a ga in 
b e orga nizing a  ca r wa sh a nd  b a ke sa le  for the congrega tion. 
We're currently looking for a  coord ina tor for this event. Plea se 
ema il me if you a re a b le to  coord ina te this event or to  help . 
  
RECONSTRUCTIONIST REGIONAL YOUTH GROUP 
  
Feb rua ry's la ser ta g d a te fe ll o n the sa me evening a s the b lizza rd  
of '06. With snow fa lling stea d ily the youth event w a s 
und ersta nd a b ly ca ncelled  a nd  w ill b e resc hed uled  for a  
Sa turd a y evening in Ap ril. Look b e low for a  ca lend a r o f 
up co ming events. 
Saturday, March 11:  Teen Israel Retreat  
7th – 10th gra d ers fro m a ll over the Mid -Atla ntic  reg ion of No a r 
Ha d a sh (the Reco nstruc tionist yo uth group ) w ill ga ther for a  one-
d a y teen retrea t entitled , “ Isra el: The Peop le, The Pla c es, The 
Connec tions.”  This Retrea t b egins o n Sa turd a y, Ma rch 11 a t 9:00 
a .m. a nd  conc lud es on Sa turd a y night a t 6:00 p .m.  Brea kfa st 
a nd  lunch w ill b e served .  Cost w ill b e $18. 
SAVE THE DATE: March 26 -  a fternoon 
Rock c limb ing a t Rockville in Ha milton. Cost $15 p er p erso n. 
SAVE THE DATE: Saturday evening , April 8 
La ser ta g - Princ eton Junc tion. Resched uled  fro m Feb rua ry. 
SAVE THE DATE: Monday, April 17 la te  morning 
TASK volunteering. Trenton Area  Soup  Kitchen 
  
Deta ils to  a ll o f the a b ove events w ill b e ema iled  p rior to  ea ch 
event to  youth group  memb ers fro m Alissa  Wise. Alissa  is the 
youth group  a d visor to  the Reconstruc tion Regiona l Youth 
Group . All teens a re w elco me a nd  encoura g ed  to  p a rtic ip a te. If 
you wa nt to  a ttend  one of the events a nd  a re not on Alissa 's 
ema il list, p lea se ema il me a t kfrid kis@comca st.net to  b e a d d ed  
to  the list.  
Shalom , 
� � � � � �� � �	 
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JCC Donations 

The JCC g ratefully ac knowledges the generosity of our 
members and friends. 

Regular Donations 

Members 

Jim Ohls In memory of S. Plotnick 
Richard & Lori 
Konkow ski 

In memory of Samuel Plotnick 

Jeff Bac hrac h & 
Karen Cohen 

In memory of Dr. Samuel Plotnick 

Joel & Joan 
Weisblatt  

Congratulations to the Jones 
Family on the w edding of 
Am anda & Joshua  

 

Non-Members 

Mrs. Evelyn Parisi In memory of Morris Sta rkman 
 

RDF Donations 
sinc e May 2005 

Karen Wolkofsky Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
Jeffrey Meissner RDF-Hurricane Relief Fund 
Harry & Kristina Wise RDF-Hurricane Relief Fund 
Herb & Erika Milich RDF 
Cash Donations RDF-Hurricane Relief Fund 
Norman & Jeanne Schechter HH Donation 
Steve & Thea Morrison, Somerset, NJ HH Donation 
Vicki Levine Princeton, NJ   RDF 

Fidelity Charitable Trust Gift Fund 
In honor of Perry Weitzner and his 
Bar Mitzvah class 

Jeffrey Meissner RDF 
Shelley &  Kenneth Nord RDF In memory of Dr. S. Plotnick 
Robert Sohor RDF In memory of Dr. S. Plotnick 
Debbie Lampf & Michael Kalison RDF In memory of Dr. S. Plotnick 
Kristina & Harry Wise RDF In memory of Dr. S. Plotnick 

Rich &  Lisa Kent 

RDF In honor of wonderful 
leadership of Josh's Bar Mitzvah 
and in memory of Dr. S. Plotnick 

Patrick & Andrea Bradley 

RDF-In memory of Morris 
Starkman. 
In memory of Rabbi Tayvah's 
father Samuel Plotnick 

Judy & Steve Richman, Highland 
Park, NJ  In memory of Dr. Samuel Plotnick  

Joel & Joan Weisblatt 

In memory of Dr. Samuel 
Plotnick, DDS and Morris 
Starkman 

Joe & Diane Wions 
In memory of the Rabbi's father, 
Dr. Plotnick and Morris Starkman 

Michael Jacowsky & Donna Mostel In memory of Samuel Plotkin 

David Scott & Gail Shapiro Scott 
In memory of Rabbi's father Dr. S. 
Plotnick 

Michael &  Jodi Rosenthal In memory of Dr. Samuel Plotnick 
David E. Stein Redondo Beach, CA   In memory of Samuel Plotnick 

Bob & Peggy Fass 
In memory of Samuel Plotnick, 
Michael Tayvah's father. 

Richard & Sheryl Rosenberg In memory of Samuel Plotnick 

Solomon & Audrey Starkman 
In memory of Rabbi's father, Dr. 
S. Plotnick 

Michael Slater & Shoshana Elkin 
Waskow Evanston, IL   RDF 
Richard & Karen Papsin In memory of Samuel Plotnick 

Karen & Lewis Wolkofsky 
In memory of the Rabbi's father, 
Dr. Plotnick 

Michael &  Myra D'Andrea In memory of Dr. Samuel Plotnick 
Shari Ellen Diamond In memory of Dr. Plotnick 
Jeremy F. Perlmutter, Hillsborough, In memory of Dr. Samuel Plotnick 

NJ   

Frank & Carol Jones 
In memory of Dr. Plotnick-Rabbi 
Michael Tayvah's Father 

Gerald & Katherine Siegel, Belle 
Mead, NJ   

In memory of Samuel Plotnick, 
Rabbi Tayvah's father 

American Boychoir School& the 
Parents Association of ABS 
Princeton, NJ  In memory of Samuel Plotnick 
Tobie Parnet Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 

Norman & Jeanne Schechter 
Donation in memory of Rabbi 
Michael Tayvah's father 

 
Prayerbook Donations 

Irene Silver In memory of Marion Kamins 
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Hebrew Sc hool Happenings 
LEEBA” H 

March 2006 
3/ 1 Class Wed- Music  
3/ 5 Class Sun c ooking- Music  
3/ 8 Class Wed c ooking  
3/ 12 Class Dance - c ra ft- Shabbat k-4  
3/ 15 Class Wed- trip to Acorn Glen 
3/ 19 Class Sun - Sun Purim Carnival 
a fter sec ond  session 
3/ 22 Class Wed 
3/ 26 Class Sun- Music  
3/ 29 Class Wed 

If you a re able to d rive your c hild  and/ or other students to 
Ac orn Glen on Marc h 15th, w e really need  you. Please 
c ontac t me and  let me know  that you c an make it. The 
kids w ill be interviewing  the residents to lea rn about other 
Jewish c ommunities and  generations. We will a lso be 
delivering  Shalac h Manot to the residents in our 
c ontinuing  effort to g ive the c hild ren opportunities to 
pa rtic ipate in Tikun Olam(Repairing  the World ), gemilut 
c hasadim(Ac ts of Lovingkindness), and  kibud  zekanim 
(Honoring  our Elders). 

The Fifth Graders staged  a  beautiful mock w edding 
betw een tw o teddy bears in the beginning  of February. 
The rabbi, Jeremy Bilotti, d id  a  w onderful job  offic iating. It 
w as g reat to get to w atch as the child ren lea rned  about 
w eddings by planning  for and c reating  a w edding. There 
w ere many pa rts p layed , inc luding  the necessary Bride 
and  Groom, c aterer, and  photog rapher. Everyone was 
involved , and  w e had  some help  from the Hebrew  Chai 
(they w ere ta ll enough to hold up the chuppah� ).  

Robynn Mann, Sima Sherman, and  I had  the opportunity 
to go and  meet w ith other Reconstruc tionist Educators in 
Philadelphia  on Sunday February 5, 2006. In addition to 
seeing  a  beautiful synagogue and  meeting  our 
c olleagues, w e also lea rned a  g reat deal about 
Tzedakah (Charity in the form of money or money 
equivalents) and  G’meloot Chesed  (ac ts of loving -
kindness). We lea rned  that these a re separate mitzvoth, 
and  both a re very pow erful. Without the moneta ry gifts, 
often w e w ould  not be able to c omplete the ac ts of 
loving -kindness (shelters, educational p rog rams, etc .). 
Without people w illing  to complete the ac ts of loving -
kindness (volunteering  in sc hools, shelters, etc ) the m oney 
donations w ould  be for naught. In order to help our 
c hild ren understand  w hy w e give and  w here w e give, it is 
important to sta rt a  d ia logue. One w ay is to g ive your 
c hild  the opportunity to send  a  c hec k to a  favorite 
c harity in the amount of number of yea rs your c hild is 
c eleb rating  on a  birthday (so a  ten-year-old  w ould  get to 
send  a  $10 c hec k). That c hild  c ould  help  address the 
envelope, put on the stamp and  put it  in the mailbox. 
Another w ay is to g ive allow anc e money in three c hunks- 
one amount to spend , another amount to save, and a  
third amount to g ive to c harity. 

At this conference, I a lso ran into some former 
c ongregants. Marcy, Sam  and  Abby Sc hw artz send  their 
best regards and  have p romised  to c ome and  visit , soon. 
I met w ith Rabbi Lazarus-Klein, w ho is the Rabbi in 
Bordentow n’s Beth Abraham, and  I am delighted  to say 
that he w elcomes our families to share in his 

c ongregation’s monthly Tot Shabbat. If you a re interested 
in joining him, I w ould  be happy to find  out more for you. 
 
Thanks! 
·  to Emily Campeas for  working in the office and helping to 
wrap up the bookfair . 
·  to I r is Rubenstein, for  coordinating the Tu B’shvat Seder 
details 
·  to Mrs. Brandwein for  organizing the closet under the stairs. 
·  Er ic Weitze, Nancy Javeline, Jane Shapiro, Nancy Riggio, 
and Holly Nelson for  setting up, cutting fruit, serving fruit, 
pour ing gallons of grape juice, and cleaning up at the Tu B’shvat 
seder . 
·  To Andrea Bradley for  sending out reminders and keeping 
the Tallit making project alive. 
·  To everyone who has made a point to come in the building 
and stay for  Tefilot so that the Rabbi can say Kaddish for  his 
father.  
·  To Steve Weinstein, Hy Grossman and Lisa Kent for  all of 
their  tireless energy working on the Hebrew School Budget for  
next year. 
·  To Susan Waskow and Karen Fridkis for  volunteer ing to 
cover  the Hebrew School on 2/5 so that I  could join my staff at 
the Mid-Atlantic Reconstructionist Educators’  Day in 
Philadelphia. This is too shor t a space to thank these two women 
for  everything that they do including but not limited to running 
Hebrew Chai, teaching Hebrew Chai, sitting on the education 
committee, and the list goes on… 
·  To Rabbi Tayvah and Debbie Grauer for  cover ing for  me 
and Mr . Silver ii when I  was out sick and Mr. Silvier i had a flat 
tire. 

Shabbat Superstars 
Last Name First Name Grade Early/Late 
Goldhammer Lea K Late 
Kowalski Tess 1 Late 
Waskow Dorothy 1 Early 
Weitze Jack 1 Early 
Weiss Dorothy 2 Late 
Applegate Ben 3 Early 

Rosenthal Jason 3 Early 
Underberg-Davis Rachel 3 Late 
Weitze Jason 3 Early 
Weiss Nancy 4 Late 
Weitze Scott 4 Early 
Bilotti Jeremy 5 Late 
Klinger Daniel 5 Late 
Applegate Marissa 6 Early 
Gavzy Erica 6 Early 
Himelfarb Joshua 6 Early 
Konkowski Jaclyn 6 Late 
Mostel Jadmin 6 Late 

Reed Kimberly 6 Late 
Starkman David 6 Early 
Thompson Jamie 6 Late 
Underberg-Davis Rebecca 6 Late 
Van Peenen Mia 6 Late 
Grollman Scott 7  
Weisblatt Robert 7  
Fridkis Gabe 8  
Thompson Emily 9  
Fridkis Jake 9+  
Yuresko Jonathan 9+  
�
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From the Rabbi 
 Size and how we run our synagogue  

A year ago I w rote in these pages about how  the size 
of a  c ongregation determines w hat organizational 
struc ture w orks best. In that c olumn I noted  that the JCC 
of Belle Mead  had  g row n quic kly in its ea rly years to being 
a  “ pastoral”  size c ongregation, and  as is normal in a 

pastoral-size c ommunity the relationships 
w ere c entered  on the rabbi (R). As rabbi, 
Shana  w as the gatekeeper of the 
c ommunity. New  members usually c ome 
into the c ongregation through a  personal 
relationship  w ith her. At that size, she w as 

able, to personally know  everyone in the community. 
These a re the normal relationships in a  pastoral-size 
c ongregation.  

In that size of a synagogue’s system , much of the 
c ommunity’s day-to-day func tioning  is on the rabbi’ s 
shoulders w ith a  p roportional lessening  of the 
burden of leadership  from the lay Board  of 
Trustees. The rabbi is the sole p rovider of 
pastoral ca re, and  does muc h of the 
p rog ramming . This a rrangement w orks 
w ell until the c ongregation g row s 
above � 150 member units. At that 
time, a shift in culture and 
governance is called for. 

Above 150 member 
households the rabbi can no 
longer intimately know  everyone 
in the c ommunity; there a re 
simply too many people for any 
one person to hold  in their heart 
and  mind . The solution? More 
people need  to be b rought into the 
leadership  team.  

The next size is c alled a  “ Program” 
congregation. Rather than being 
attrac ted  to the rabbi, new 
members a re d raw n by the quality 
p rog ramming  direc ted  to va rious 
populations (youth, empty-nesters, c ouples, 
singles, etc . …) offered  by the congregation. The rabbi’s 
task, in the w ords of Fr. Alice Mann in her book Raising  the 
Roof: The Pastoral to Program Transition (Alban Institute 
2001, p . 7), “ is to rec ruit, equip and inspire a small c irc le of 
key program leaders — lay and [professional], paid and 
unpaid.”  (See the c entral d iag ram.) 

The p rofessional leaders w ork 
together w ith a  g roup  of roughly 50 lay 
leaders to manage the p rog ramming  of 
the community. It  is one of the 
pa radoxes of Rev. Alvin Routhage’s 
researc h on c ongregational size and 
dynamics, is that the Program size 
congregation demands the greatest lay 
involvement of all the sizes! This involvement requires more 
hands-on w ork by lay members and  a  shift  in how 
individual members a re know n in the community. In the 
Program  c ongregation c a ring  for one another shifts to a  
joint lay-rabbinic  system w here tra ined lay people take on 
the c ritically important tasks of nurturing  the community, 
a lbeit in smaller segments. (Again, see the c entral 
d iag ram.) 

What happens if a  community g row s 
beyond  the size boundary w ithout c hanging 

how  it  manages its community? The system 
will resist c hange. By not c hanging  its 

organizational struc ture w ith its 
g row th, typic ally the congregation 

w ill shrink dow n to w ithin the 
numbers for its historic  mode of 
operation. Some c ongregations 
osc illate bac k and  forth g row ing 
beyond  the boundary only to 
bounce bac k time and  again. 
The stress of g row th follow ed  by 
shrinkage has destroyed  m any 
c ongregations. Most often this 

happens at the “ Pastoral”  to 
“ Prog ram”  border. For some reason 

this is the most d ifficult transition of a ll.  

Yet, this danger c an be overc ome! All it 
takes is some know ledge, openness to 
outside help  and  a  good  sense of humor 

(a lw ays a  valuable asset!) to g row  into 
being  a  Program c ongregation from a 

Pastoral one. The advantages a re many. At a  slightly 
la rger size our congregation w ill be able to do more for a ll 
of our members and  the surrounding  community. At the 
same time w e w ill be able to restore some the c ommunity 
c a ring  and  intimacy that have been hallmarks of this 
c ommunity since its inc eption.  
 �� � � � ��� � � � � � �

�  

The "Prog ram " size c ong rega tion

= a  c luster of 
members; a  
"havurah"

Member=

R

The "Pastoral"  size congregation

R

= Member
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African Drumming Just  for the Fun of 
I t   
Where:     Shimon and Sara Birnbaum JCC 
                  775 Talamini Road, Bridgewater     
When:       Sunday, March 19, 2006 –   3:00 PM to 4:30 PM    
Fee:            $ 5.00  

 
Have you ever played an African drum or created music w ith 
a rain stick? It’s a great way to release stress and tension and 
have fun. Join us as percussionist David Malchman shows us 
how to create joyful music together as a community. You don’t 
have to be musical to participate! Men, women and teens are 
welcome. 
 
Creat ing a Joyful  Sound: Kabbalah Ki rtan 
 

When:  Sunday, March 5, 2006 – 4:00 to 5:30 PM 
Where:    Shimon and Sara Birnbaum JCC 
                 775 Talamini Road, Bridgewater     

Fee:  Suggested Donation: $ 10  
 

Ohr Tikvah Jewish Healing Center and Shimon and Sara 
Birnbaum Jewish Community Center w ill present a special 
musical program of Kabbalah Kirtan that fuses together the 
chanting traditions from the Middle East and India w ith sacred 
Jewish mystical traditions.  The program will feature the 
beautiful voice of professional vocalist Susan Deikman and the 
harmonium, bamboo flutes, bass and drums.  Members of the 
audience w ill be invited to participate in a call-and-response 
chanting of simple, repetitive melodies. Please call 908-725-
6994 for reservations. Tickets also w ill be available at the door. 
__________________________________________________ 

 

Spi ri tual  and Emot ional  Strength for Parents 
of Chi ldren wi th Chronic I l lness or Disabi l i ty  

 

Where:    Flemington Jewish Community Center 
                40 East Main Street, Flemington  
When:   Sunday, March 26, 2006 - 2:00 to 3:30 PM 
 

Rabbi Evan Jaffe, spiritual leader of Flemington Jewish 
Community Center and a Clinical Social Worker, along 
with a clinician who works with parents of children 
with chronic illness or disability, w ill address some of 
the issues that arise for parents who have children with 
such special needs, and provide practical strategies and 
spiritual resources to help parents feel less alone and 
overwhelmed. The presentation will be moderated by 
Howard Mangel, EdD, a psychologist and an Ohr 
Tikvah Board member. Discussion topics will include 
adaptation of Jewish rituals and rites of passage 
to allow children with a chronic illness or disability to 
become full members of their Jewish community; and 
spiritual and psychosocial problem solving to help 
support parents of children who require, over time, a 
high level of care. 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE FOR JEWISH LIFE NIGHT OF LEARNING  

Jewish LIFE presents A Night of Learning on Saturday, March 
4th, at 7 p.m. This community-wide evening of study will bring 
Rabbis from across the Jewish LIFE family to share wit, wisdom and 
insights in areas of their interest and passion. This program will offer 
the opportunity for everyone to study and learn with many of the 
rabbis who are dedicated to Jewish LIFE’s mission to bring 
meaningful and exciting learning to our community. The evening will 
include the chance to socialize, a joint celebration of Havdalah, 
marking the end of Shabbat, and two study sessions with the rabbis. 
Watch for more information detailing this community-wide learning 
opportunity. Please RSVP to JCC Assistant Executive Director Laura 
Friedman at 908-725-6994 x213; LFriedman@ssbjcc.org. 
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Happy Purim!  
What©s going on at the JCC of Belle Mead, NJ?  

March 2006 
1 Adar  5766 - 2 Nisan 5766 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 

  

 

  

 

  

1 Adar 1  
 

ROSH HODESH II 
Num. 28.1-15.  

Leeba"h &  8/9 Hebrew 
Chai Schools 5 - 7 PM   

2 Adar2  

10 - 12 Hebrew Chai 
School 5 - 7 PM   

3 Adar3  
 ¡¡5:35PM 

7 PM Story Telling 
Shabbat Service   

4 Adar 4  
 §6:39PM 

Terumah: Exo. 26.1-26.30. 
I Kings 6.1-13.  

9:45 am Shaharit service - 
Robert Weisblatt 

celebrates becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah   

5 Adar5  

Leeba"h School  
8:30 - 10:30 a.m. and  

10:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.   

6 Adar6  

  

7 Adar7  

  

8 Adar8  

Leeba"h &  8/9 Hebrew 
Chai Schools 5 - 7 PM   

9 Adar9  

10 - 12 Hebrew Chai 
School 5 - 7 PM   

10 Adar 10  
 ¡¡5:43PM 

7:45 PM Food for thought 
Shabbat Service   

11 Adar 11  
 §6:47PM 

Tetzaveh: Exo. 28.31-
29.18. 

Shabbat Zakhor 
Deut. 25.17-19. 

I Samuel 15.1-23   
12 Adar12  

Leeba"h School  
8:30 - 10:30 a.m. and  

10:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.   

13 Adar 13  
 §6:49PM 

FAST OF ESTHER  
Morning: Exo. 32.11-14, 
34.1-10. Afternoon: Exo. 

32.11-14, 34.1-10. 
Afternoon: Isaiah 55.6-

56.8  
 

6:30 pm Purim Service   

14 Adar 14  
 §6:50PM 

PURIM  
Exo. 17.8-16.  

Board of Trustees meeting 
7:30 PM   

15 Adar 15  
 §6:51PM 

SHUSHAN PURIM  
Leeba"h &  8/9 Hebrew 
Chai Schools 5 - 7 PM   

16 Adar16  

10 - 12 Hebrew Chai 
School 5 - 7 PM   

17 Adar 17  
 ¡¡5:50PM 

7:45 PM Musical Shabbat 
Service   

18 Adar 18  
 §6:54PM 

Kee Tissa: Exo. 31.18-
33.11. 

Shabbat Parah 
Num. 19.1-22. 

Ezekiel 36.16-36  
5:30 pm 7th grade Minha 

service   

19 Adar19  

Leeba"h School  
8:30 - 10:30 a.m. and  

10:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. 
 
 

Purim Carnival   

20 Adar20  

  

21 Adar21  

  

22 Adar22  

Leeba"h &  8/9 Hebrew 
Chai Schools 5 - 7 PM   

23 Adar23  

10 - 12 Hebrew Chai 
School 5 - 7 PM   

24 Adar 24  
 ¡¡5:58PM 

7:45 PM Shabbat Eve 
Service   

25 Adar 25  
 §7:02PM 

Vayakhel: Exo. 36.8-37.9. 
Pekude: Exo. 39.22-43 

Shabbat Hahodesh 
Exo. 12.1-20. 

Ezekiel 45.18-46.18   

26 Adar26  

Leeba"h School  
8:30 - 10:30 a.m. and  

10:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.   

27 Adar27  

  

28 Adar28  

  

29 Adar29  

Leeba"h &  8/9 Hebrew 
Chai Schools 5 - 7 PM   

1 Nisan 30  
 

ROSH HODESH 
Num. 28.1-15.  

10 - 12 Hebrew Chai 
School 5 - 7 PM   

2 Nisan 31  
 ¡¡6:05PM 

  

 

  

[¡¡Candle Lighting, §Observance End. Times are for Belle Mead, NJ]   
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Committee Chairs 
Committee Chair 

Ad ult Ed uc a tion 
Ra b b i Micha el Ta yva h 
908-359-0420 

Rabb iJCCBM @Earthlink.net 
B'na i Mitzvah Meryl Orla nd o  732-329-8945 
Board  of Trustees 3rd  Tues. Ed  Krisilo ff 908-359-0560 

Build ing / Grounds/ Dec or And y Sokel 609-466-8749 
Andsok@aol.c om   

By-La ws Vic tor Elgort 908-874-8535 
vselgort@nmmlaw.c om  

Educ a tion 1st Wed . Ka ren Frid kis 609-333-1119 
Fina nc e Joa n Weisb la tt 908-874-3529 
Hosp ita lity Na ta lie  Lond on 908-874-6952 

Life Cyc le Sheryl Rosenb erg 908-253-7049 
swellc ourt@verizon.net 

Membership  Joa n Weisb la tt 908-874-3529 
Deb b ie Tesser 908-904-0457 

Men’s Club  Bob  Fa ss 609-466-0146 

Newsletter Ka ren Ba rtels 609-921-1811 
ka ren.ba rtels@verizon.net 

Nursery Sc hoo l Deb b ie La mp f 908-466-4165 
Pegg y Fa ss 609-466-0146 

Pub lic ity Ja nis Tod d  609-799-8384 
Re lig ion 4th Tues. John Smulia n 908-874-7562 
Sisterhood   
Tec hno logy  
Tree of Life Dona tions Shelley Nord  908-874-8464 
Youth Ac tiv ities Ka ren Frid kis 609-333-1119 

There a re op enings for Fund  Ra isining, Long Ra nge Pla nning, 
Tec hno log y, Soc ia l a nd  Tukkun O la m! Plea se vo lunteer! 

 
 
 

 
 

The Newsletter of Jewish Community Center of Belle Mead 

253 Griggstown Road , Belle Mead , NJ 08502 
http :/ / www.jc c bm.org 

Listserve e-mail: c ontac t michelle@jc cb m.co m 

Fulfilling the religious, educa tional and  soc ia l needs 
of our Jewish community sinc e 1982. 

 

Inside the Newsletter 
Page 1 Bulletin from the Board 
Page 2 Youth Group News/ Hebrew High Report 
Page 3 Donations 
Page 4 Hebrew School Happenings 
Page 5 From the Rabbi 
Page 6 Jewish Community News 
Page 7 JCCBM monthly calendar 

 
 
 
 
 

Marc h 2006 

 
 
 
© 2006 by JCCBM. All rights reserved. Permission required for reuse. 

 

The JCCBM Newsletter is published monthly, except July.  
Deadline is the 15th of each month. 
Every effort will be made to publish contributed items, but due to 
space restrict ions, placement and format are at the discretion of 
the editor. 
Advertising Policy. You can advertise in this newsletter to inform the 
community of your business or profession. Advertising is accepted 
based on its interest and applicability to our readership. Location in the 
newsletter is at the editor’s discretion. The JCCBM does not 
necessarily endorse or vouch for the products and 
services of our advertisers The newsletter is published 11 times per 
year (no issue in July). E-mail a file with the art to the editor, or provide 
camera-ready art on clean, white background. Advertiser responsibility 
to meet deadlines. Rates are low and must be paid in advance. For 
information and a rate sheet, please contact the editor. 
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