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BULLETIN FROM THE BOARD

That land is a community is the basic concept of ecology, but that land is to be
loved and respected is an extension of ethics. That land yields a cultural harvest is a fact
long known, but latterly often forgotten.

(Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac)

An aerial survey of the JCCBM property now hangsin our lobby. Please take a look
at it next time you're there. You may be quite surprised. We own a 19-acre tract
between Jamestown Road and Pike Creek. Fom within our building, located close
to the street and knitted into a suburban neighborhood, we sit separated from this
wooded land by our own parking lot. The ste ismostly a gently doping woodland,
but the ruin of an old farmhouse stsin a clearing in the northwest corner of the
property. Pike Creek roughly forms the western and southern boundaries of the
parcel. Due to itsproximity to the stream, much of the land isdesignated wetlands
and hasmany building constraints.

As we roll into 2006, we, as a synagogue, can think about who we are as a
community and a religious institution. We can dream about what we should
become. | challenge you to ponder what, if anything should be built on thisland
and also how this land should be used and cared for. How could it further
contribute to the community? We are the stewards of thisland. How well we do
our job not only shapeshow we live today; it also displaysto the larger community
who we are, and itisourlegacy to our children and to future generations.

Aspart of thisprocess, we need to think beyond ourimmediate needsfor building
space. We have the opportunity to re-think the relationship of the synagogue to
the landscape—both to the street (and to the church across the sreet), to the
larger suburban context and to the natural attributesclose at hand.... the quality
of light; integration of the woodlands; views (of woods, stream, etc.); and the
presence of water. Thisisa wonderful opportunity. I invite your thoughts, comments
and actions.

Long Range Planning Committee
josephhobartweiss@verizon.net
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Committee Happenings
WOMEN'SBOOK CLUB

The January book selection forthe JCCBM women®
book club is The City of Falling Angels by John
Berendt. The discusson will be hosted by Karen
Fidkisat herhome on Monday, January 16, 2006 at
7:45. Email (kfridkis@?comcast.net) or call for
directionsand to RSVP.Please join us.

ARTAUCTION GRATITUDE

Thanks to all who participated in our recent Art
Auction. Approximately 50 people attended the
event, and we are happy to announce that we
made over $700 profit for the JCCBM.

Secial thanksto the tireless efforts of the following
people: Jake and Gabe Fidkis, Josh Kent and Dan
Krisloff, who carried the artwork (our wonderful
"schleppers”) Harlene Rosenberg and Debbie
Lampf, who so capably organized and
orchedrated the event! Carol, Fank, Amanda and
Josh Jones, for preparing all the wonderful
refreshments Susan Krisloff and Natalie London for
taking care of the clean-up! And most importantly,
thanksto all of you who attended!
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The Jewish Community Center of Belle Mead
would like all our members to have the
opportunity to experience how a havurah can
enhance their lives. We want to promote a
variety of havurot that fit their needs and desires.

The word havurah is Hebrew for fellowship. The plural
ishavurot.

Why havurah? We form a havurah to add a
new element or greater intendty to our Jewish lives.
The focuscan be Jewish community, or Jewish social
action or Jewish prayer, or Jewish celebration, or
Jewish study. If our desre to add to our Jewish living is
great enough, we become wiling to expend some
energy to come together with others who have a
smilardesre, and a havurah isformed.

How havurah? The havurah determines for itself
how often it wil meet, its optimal number of
members, what itsprogramsor activitieswill be. While
some havurot exist independently, many synagogues
actively promote and support havurot among their
members to increase the social contact within the
congregation, creating centers of radiant energy
making a synagogue more alive and dynamic.

While there isno set number of individuals that
may join a havurah, experience showsthat groupsof
fewer than 10 or more than 24 individualsdon’t work
aswell.

Some havurot come together around specific
learning goalsorto actupon a particularissue. These
havurot usually attract a mix of ages, of sngles and
couples, of malesand females.

Other havurot are gatherings of people in

particular “life-stuations’ — empty-nesters, singles,
parenting young children, caring for elderly parents,
LGBTQ Jews, mourners, etc. — where exploring the

impact of Jewish culture and civilization on that life
situation is the focus. Individuals may choose to join
more than one havurah.

While a havurah may form around one
particular need — study, or prayer, or celebration, or
community, or social action — ultimately all of the
other expressons of Jewish life are experienced
within the group. There cannot be study without
community, ora community that ignorescelebration,
or a celebration devoid of prayer, or prayer without
concern for the greater community. (Based on The
Havurah Guide, produced by the Havurah of South
Horida, 1990. The full verson of this document is
available as a pdf at: http://
www.havurah.org/docsHavurahGuide.pdf)

continued on page 3
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JCC Donations

The JCC gratefully acknowledgesthe generosty of our
membersand friends.

Regular Donations

Members
Deborah Lampf & In Loving Memory of Robert Link’'s
Michael Kalison Yahrzeit
Joan & Joel Mazel Tov to the Kalvin, Kent &

Weisblatt Weitzner familieson the occason

of their sons' B'not Mitzvot

High Holiday Non-Members

In honor of Sharon,
Becca & Rachel
Underberg-Davis

Sephen & Judy Underberg

Fed & Barbara Herzog HH Donation
Sherri & Victor Garber HH Donation
Emmaline Dessel HH Donation
Amy M. Ritter & Mark Buser HH Donation

High Holiday Member Donations

Herb & Heanor Tilllman HH Donation
Nancy, Joseph & Michaela HH Donation
Riggio

John Snulian & Haine HH Donation
Donoghue

Hilary & Peter Crist HH Donation
George Cohen & Ledey HH Donation
Gemmaine

Michael & Lisa Roe HH Donation
Richard Gopstein & Deborah HH Donation
Grauer

David Sott & Gail Shapiro- HH Donation
Sott

Seven & Mary Weingein HH Donation
Alan & usan Grollman HH Donation
Fan & Mark Varga HH Donation
Robert & Peggy Fass HH Donation
Sephen Pollard & Jessca HH Donation
Sevens

609-921-1811

-Graphics

Creative Computer Lettering, Artwork and

Calligraphy
by o Bt

custom envelore ADORESSIDG FOR BAR MIiTZVADS

essing for All Occasions

oesign Yyour owan TALLiT

BAR MmitzvAab Booklets pusBlisheD

continued from page 2

The following are proposed havurot. We would
love your input. Perhapsyou see one or more that
you would enjoy joining. If you see a void and have
another idea for a havurah, please let us know.
Even after the first havurot form, new ones can
alwaysbe added.

- Social Action havurah: a group dedicated to

raigng consciousnesson a specific issue or acting
together Jewishly in direct social action. Blood
drive, congregant’s asssance, food pantry,
political action...
Celebration havurot: Coming together to joyfully
share in “Jewishing” for Shabbat, festivalsor fora
lifecycle event. Some possble “life stuation” and
othergroupings

Young familieswith children

Empty Nesers

Multi-faith families

Yourlocal cluster of JCCBM households

A Jewishwomen & gilsRosh Hodesh (new moon)
havurah

Men parenting Jews

Sudy and learning havurot

Jewish/lIsraeli cooking; Jewish home life

Jewish Texts havurot (Jewish Bible; Midrash; Mishnah;
Talmud, etc.) or Jewish topic havurot (sexin the
Jewish tradition; Doing the right thing: Jewish ethics;
Jewish Sace; etc.)

“Life cycle” study havurot leaming about: Jewish time /
Jewish year; Jewish life cycle; Jewishspace / history /
current events

Spiritual life / prayer havurah: spintuality is how
humans embrace being connected to the
greater universe; prayer is the discipline of
relating to God. These havurot share the goal of
cultivating their spiritual lives:

Jewish meditation group

Group Jewish spiritual direction

A (weekday moming / lunchtime / shabbat ...) prayer
group

Developing a personal Jewish philosophy ortheology

Our community is blessed with both Rabbi
Tayvah and Michelle Brown, MSW who can advise
the forming groups in havurah dynamics, the life-
cycles of havurot and help with ideas for
programming and group actions.

We’re informing our membership of this new way of
building up our community. We want to hear what
type(s) of Havurot you would like to join. Please
respond to Michelle Brown, michelle@ccbm.org or
Rabbi Tayvah rabbi@ccbm.org or at 908-359-0420.

BORDERS %}

Bridgewvrater Commons
202-2=21-0111

Borders Books B Miusic

Sponsor of the JOCEBM Bookfair




Hebrew School Happenings
LEEBA”H

January 2006
1/4 ClassWed Shool Reopens
1/8 Class Sun Shabbat k-4 Third Dvar
Torah
1/11 ClassWed- Sart of Candy Sale
Shabbat 5-7
1/15 No ClassMartin Luther King Jr.
1/18 Class Wed- Music
1/21 6th grade Shabbat moming service and breakfast
1/22 Class Sun cooking- end candy sale
1/25 Class Wed cooking
1/29 Class Sun- Dance
Fom dancing with Mrs. Gallied to snging with Mrs.
Grauer, crafting with Mrs. Bisberg, or cooking with Josh
and Mrs. AHschman, our students spent the month of
December immersed in Jewish culture. The vist to
Greenwood House helped usto rededicate ourselvesto
the idea of doing mitzvoth, such asvisting the elderly. We
had a blagt playing dreidel and getting to know the
resdents.

The outpouring of volunteerism has really made an
enormous difference in our school. Many thanksto all of
the parentswho have been coming in and helping with
office tasks, running our book sale, making phone calls,
helping our teachers in class on Wednesday evening,
running craft activities, helping our teachers get home
and helping our teens be active members of our
community.

I hope all parents have been checking in at the Parent
Update board so that they can ask their children
meaningful quedions about what they are leaming in
Hebrew Shool. All of our classes are building vocabulary
in Hebrew, learning new prayers, and studying the weekly
portion. In response to parents, the Rabbi has started to
compile the prayer melodieson a CD that was recently
made available to Mrs. Sherman and Tara, and will soon
be available to all of our teachers. We hope to have
copiesready for all of our families before registration. This
CD is an excellent way to reinforce the prayers of our
tradition. Lisening to the CD on the way to Hebrew
School or while doing errands will help students and
parents feel more comfortable in the service. These are
the seps necessary for our sudentsto feel comfortable
leading prayers.

Just as a reminder, if traffic conditions are not safe, the
Hebrew Shoolwillbe closed. All of ourteacherstravel at
least 30 minutesto get to school on Sunday morning and
Wednesday evening and if the roadsare not safe, it isnot
ok to ask them to drive. | call the Montgomery police
department at 7 AM on Sunday moming and at 1:45 on
Wednesday afternoon and ask their advice as to the
safety of the roads. If schoolisclosed, you can call (908)
359-0420 and press 3, and there will be a message about
the closng by 7:15 AM Sunday moming or 2PM on
Wednesday afternoon. Alternatively, you can check your
email, as | will send an email to parentsthat the closure
will affect. You can also lissen to WCTC 1540 AM or magic
98.3FM orgo to www.weatherclosngs.com to checkifwe

are closed. | hope this helps keep everyone safe during
ourupcoming monthsofwinterweather.

Along the same lines, please have your children dress
appropriately for the weather. The building iswam, but
not wam enough to wear shoes without socks, short
deeves, short skirtsor shorts.

Our Candy sale sarts on January 11t and ends on
January 22nd. Pease help support our school's
fundraisng efforts by ordering Kosher for Passover Candy
from Miss Chocolate. While you are raisng money locally
and earning prizes for yourself, THIS YEAR YOU CAN A
YOUR OUT-OFRTOWN friends and family to help our
school, as well, BY PURCHASNG BARTON’'S PRODUCTS
FROM THE MISS CHOCOLATE “ON LINE' ORDER SERVICE
(Through March 15 only) IT SEASY!”

1. Log on to the miss chocolate webste-
www.misschocolate.com

2. click on sudent sgn-up and fill out boxes of
information to register

3. putinourschoolcode 702103

4. after you regiger, you will receive a student ID#
which you wil need to use to re-enter the
websdte and log on. YOUR SHOPPER WILL NEED
TO ENTER THIS STUDENT #ID as well, for you and
your school to receive credit.

Once you have regigered, log back in to
www.misschocolate.com and click on “FRundraisng
logon”. Select login “student”. Enter your sudent ID# and
your passvord. Click on “login” button at bottom of the
page.

Please come and st in on our Tefilot that start each class.
Itisa great way to leamn some prayers, enjoy the feeling
of community and set a great example for our sudents
allin fifteen minutes.

Thank you fora wonderful 2005!

SEE PAGES 6-7 FORMOREHEBREW SCHOOL NEWS
SEE PAGE 9 FORHEBREW HIGH NEWS

Tapes/ lisks

digitizing for the next generation...

Your digital archiving and replication specialists

Transfer and Preserve your tapes to DVD

All standard magnetic tape formats (analog or digital)

DVD and CD replication services

For more information
visit us at www.digital-archiving.com or
call Bud Ravitz at 877-359-9908

Mention this ad and receive a 15% discount

Volume pricing and customized services available




Fom the Rabbi

Dreaming into the future

As Joseph Weiss noted
in hispiece about the land
our congregation has the
honor to steward, we are
at the beginning of a
great opportunity.

We are blessed to be
part of dedgning the bedt
use of the nearly 23 acres
: we are entrusted with
while we imagine the future of our congregation. |
believe that how we make our decisons will be as
crucialaswhat those decisonsare.

Many of us have witnessed the output of group-
design using only the gifts of reason and logic: “a
horse by committee isa camel* We cannot afford
to limit our considerationsto only a few of the many
human talents. In consdering the future of our
community we need the “bean-counters’ to sit
down with the visonaries. We need the rationalists to
collaborate with the artists. We need the passon of
youth together with the wisdom of age. We need to
step carefully while we boldly dream our way into the
future.

With the framed aerial photograph of our
property in the back of our sanctuary, we need to
bring more people into the discusson of what we
can do with this precious and awesome gift. We
have road frontage on Belle Mead - Griggstown
road as well as woodlands. We have a stream
corridor that nearly connects to Montgomery Park.
We have open space in the midst of a developing
suburban area. We are almost exactly between
Route 206 and the planned “Belle Mead Transit
Node” on one sgde — with future retail and
commercial space planned around renewed
passenger rail service between West Trenton and
Newark, NJ and NYC, NY — and the Delaware &
Raritan canal recreation areas on the other. We
have the potential of creating needed public space
in a township without many such facilities. We can be
a model of how to smultaneoudy develop and
preserve the environment.

What we need now are your ideas. Take the time
to become familiar with this land. If you don’t easly
trandate mapsand imagesinto territory, feel free to
walk the property. Winter is a great time to see it
when there is less underbrush and far fewer deer-
ticks. (Callme and let’stake the walktogether!)
Then, dream of what can be there. Let your
imagination run wild!

What can you see here in 10 years? How can we use
our land and resources to make thisworld a better
place? How do you see ourcongregation serving the
larger community? What kind of spacesdo we need
to fulfil our needs, and the needsof others? How can

we both build a home for Jewish culture here, while
being open to our diverse neighbors? Do we want to
continue to have a pre-school and if yes, what kind
of space wil it need? Perhaps we can set adde
space for a day-camp program? What meeting
spaces, classooms, food service areas, performance
hall and sanctuaries do we envison? Do we have
room for a meditation trail and outdoor meeting /
prayer chapel? How can our land be a catalyst for
bringing peoplestogether?

If we do not spend time dreaming and brainstorming
together we will miss the opportunity to create
something spectacular!

A bit more than a year ago, Rabbi Michael Remson
observed that the JCC of Belle Mead is a “good
congregation than can become a (great
congregation.” Now is the time to envison that
greatness.

Iree of Life

Purchase a leaf for $54

to celebrate a simchal
Each leaf includes

three lines of engraving.

Contact Shelley Nord
908-874-8464

K fhd&"f‘cdp ers

Mow in its 1 2th full year, the JOCBM s nor-
sectarian pre-school for children2-1 /2 to 5
years old, offers a undque abmosphers, gving

children a chanrce to explore,  ceapers
create, and, mostimportantly, L
learn to think and reason. -8
For rmare information, call C
905 3590160, ')

The JCCBM Gift. Shop
i open cach Sunday

10 am - 11 am
Questions?

/' Call Deggy Fass 609-466-0146
or Harlene Rosenberg 908-874-8283




Sufganiyot

JCCBM AT THE NETS

Hebrew School Highlights

Active Participation




The Leeba” h School Attendance Awards 1% Semester 2005

NAME GRADE NAME GRADE

Kelly Anderson 1% Rebecca Ravitz 4"

Noah Sokol off 1% Scott Weitze 4"

Arthur Sokoloff 2" Marissa Applegate 6"

Zachary Ander son 3 Jadmin Mostel 6"

Justin Corsan 3 Mia Van Peenen 6"

ZoeGillbard 4" Nicholas Bradley 7"

Nicole M eissner 4" Samuel Cohen 7"

Daniel Kaufmann 7"

IAnderson Kelly 1 [Travers Step hanie 4 Starkman David 6
Corsan Danielle 1 Weinstein Ben 4 Thompson Jamie 6
Fiedman Samara 1 Weiss Nancy 4 Underberg-Davis |Rebecca 6
Javeline Melissa 1 Weitze Scott 4 Van Peenen Mia 6
Koota Mira 1 Auerbach Gregory 5 Bradley Nick 7
Ravitz Jessica 1 Bilo tti Jeremy 5 Cige Mara 7
Wa skow Dorothy 1 Bradley Connor 5 Cohen Samuel 7
Brown Ross 2 Bradley Nora 5 Goldman Julia 7
Hschman Jacob 2 Brown Louis 5 Grollman Scott 7
Ketofsky Lindsey 2 Burke Zachary 5 Kaufman Daniel 7
Orlando Jeremy 2 Dalpe Derek 5 Kramer |Ariel 7
Rubinstein Gabrielle 2 D@ndrea Jaclyn 5 Kramer Samantha 7
Sokel Jacqueline 2 Klinger Daniel 5 Mynick Dan 7
Weiss Dorothy 2 Koota Hanson 5 Papsin Brian 7
IAnderson Zachary 3 Seitz Benjamin 5 Pedinoff Erik 7
Applegate Ben 3 Skoultchi Mari 5 Price Mackey 7
Brandwein Eric 3 Seilholz Rachel 5 Rosenberg Samantha 7
Cige IAdam 3 Travers Nicole 5 Weisb la tt Robert 7
Corsan Justin 3 Wa skow Harry 5 Berger llana 8
Eckardt Ben 3 Applegate Marissa 6 Frid kis Gabe 8
Fiedman Jonah 3 Brandwein Neil 6 Kent Josh 8
Rosenthal Jason 3 Campeas Emily 6 Chalek Sammi 9
Underberg-Davis |[Rachel 3 Chalek Kevin 6 Smulian Laura 9
Weitze Jason 3 Gavzy Erica 6 Thompson Emily 9
Carson Dylan 4 Goldstein lAaron 6 Krisilo ff Dan 10
Cohen Emma 4 Kent IAllison 6 Frid kis Jake 9+
Goldman Jessi 4 Konkow ski Jaclyn 6 'Yuresko Jonathan 9+
Javeline Joanna 4 Mostel Jadmin 6 Hoffman Holly Bryn K
Kaufman Jonathan 4 Ravitz Alex 6 Orlando IAndrew
Papsin Scott 4 Reed Kimberly 6 Rosenberg Brian
Ravitz Rebecca 4 Roe Maddie 6
Roe Katie 4 Roger Morgan 6




Jewish Community

Events
Upcoming Events

A Massage for the Soul: the Healing Power of Music
When: Sunday, Jan. 29, 2006- 7:00to 8:30 PM
Where: JCC, 775 Talamini Road, Bridgew ater
Fee: Donations welcomed

Ohr Tikvah invites you to a very special evening of music
and learning as Rabbi Ron Isaacs, spiritual leader of
Temple Sholom, and Lynda Lowell-Mullusky, professional
harp therapist, RN and nondenominational Christian
clergyperson, bring warmth to your soul in the cold days
of winter. We encourage members of the community to
drive a senior who might not otherwise be able to attend.
RSVPto Ohr Tikvah at 908-725-6994 by Jan. 22.

African Drumming Just for the Fun of It
When: Sunday, Jan. 8- 3:00to 4:30 PM
Where:  JCC, 775 Talamini Road, Bridgew ater
Fee: $5.00

Visiting the Sick: Making It Easy and M eaningful
When: Sunday, Feb. 12 -10:00 AM to 11:30 AM
Where:JCC, 775 Talamini Road, Bridgew ater

Fee: Donations welcomed

Are you reluctant to visit the sick because you are unsure
about when to visit and what to say? Come hear Rabbi
William Horn describe how to be an effective hospital
visitor and make your visit easy and meaningful. Hear
Rabbi Horn’s engaging, humor and heart-warming stories
from his 43 years experience as chaplain and rabbi. Bikur
chalim, Hebrew for "visiting the sick," is a mitzvah; it is an
opportunity to express both responsibility and loving-
kindness.

What People Have Said about the
Healing Power of Music

“Hear that your soul may be healed."
Isaigh 55:3

“Few healing resources can match the power of music.
Even (especially?) for those who cannot read music and/ or
cannot play an instrument, hearing, singing, humming,
swaying to, and otherwise giving oneself over to musicisa
very potent Jewish medicine for the spirit.”

Rabbi Simkha Wientraub, from an onlinememotothe
community, entitled Eighteen Jewish Spiritual Resourcesto
Strengthen Our Spirits

http:/ / www .jbfcs.org/ home/ 18resources.htm

“What's the value of a song? In our sophistication, we
think of singing as an art form; but the Torah teaches
that to singis a blessing. In terms of the spirit, singing is
on a higher level than speaking...When we sing we raise

our soulsto G-d and we gain insight into Him. Through
song we address G-d.

And through song we learn to better endure our hardships.
When life is not a song, sing! When King David was ill, he
sang. When Cervantes, the great writer, wasill he said, “He
who sings frightens away hisills.” ...9nging is an antidote
to panic. The Hasidim taught us that. It lightensthe burden,
lessens the fear, steadies the nerves. Snging gives voice to
our deepest feelings; it enables us to express ourselves even
if we arethe only oneswho hear it. And we will have made
ourselves heard. Singing lifts the heart.”

Rabbi Maurice Lamm, Breaking the Spiritual Gridlock:
An Introduction to Psalm 105, from Healing of Soul,
Healing of Body, edited by Rabbi Simkha Weintraub

SAVE THE DATE FOR JEWISH LIFE NIGHT OF
LEARNING

Save the Date!! Saturday, March 4, 2006 for a NIGHT
OF LEARNING, a community -wide evening of study
with Rabbis from across the Jewish LIFE family. They
will join together to share wit, wisdom and insights in
areas of interest and passion. This program will offer the
opportunity for members of our community to study and
learn with Rabbis serving the Jewish LIFE family. More
details to come!



Youth Group News/Hebrew High
JCCBM YOUTH GROUP

The youth group’s evening of laser tag and dinner
was very well attended. Hfteen teens participated in
thiswell-liked event. Many thanksto all the parentswho
helped make the evening a success. Haine Donoghue,
Seven Hschman, Karen Rabinowitz drove various
groupsto and from dinner and the laser park. Natalie
London coordinated the activity and together with me
chaperoned the evening. Thanks to all for your
participation.

In December the youth group organized the
catered Chinese dinner for the congregation on
December 23rd. The service that followed dinner was
lead in part by the teens. Thanks to all the teens and
parentswho helped make thisnight possble and to the
congregantswho came and gave their support to the
youth group.

SAVE THEDATE Sunday, January 29, 2006

An afternoon/early evening activity is currently in
the planning sages. More information will be emailed
to the youth group.

REC ONSIRUC TTONISTREGIONAL YOUTH GROUP

In December the regional youth group met on the
Princeton Universty campus for their activity. They
watched the film "Saved". A post movie discusson
allowed the teens to express their opinions about
fanaticism and religion. Some points presented were -
"Don® force your religion on others. Respect other
religions. Don® discriminate against people because
they are different.” Eghteen area teens attended the
movie and discusson, including twelve from the
JCCBM. Many thanks to youth advisor, Josh Goldsmith
for organizing the activity.

SAVE THEDATE
Saturday, January 7th - Jewish Comedy Night. 8 pm-
10:30 pm.
Detailswillbe emailed by Josh Goldsmith
SAVE THE DATE Sunday, January 22nd - Ice-skating, 2
pm. Detailswillbe emailed.
Shalom,
Youth Activities c hair

HEBREW HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

December was another busy month at our Hebrew High
School.

Many thanksto Meryl Orlando forvolunteering hertime to
come to the Hebrew High School to share her cooking
talents. Meryl lead a cooking project for the Wednesday
and Thursday night ssudentsin December. Each classhad
the opportunity to fry a tasty confection. The sweet
aroma of funnel cakes spread throughout the school
reminding everyone of the approaching holiday of
Chanukah.

Seeking Volunteers - The Hebrew High school welcomes
other congregantsto come in to lead a sesson ortwo in
an area of yourinterest. Our community is full of talented,
accomplished individuals, why not share some of your
enthusasm and know-how with the JCCBM youth? It®a
win/win dtuation for all! Jim Ohls has generoudy offered
to teach a few sesson on the welfare sysem in February.
Thanks, Jm. The dudents look forward to it. Please
contact me if you are interested in thismitzvah.

In December Susan Waskow lead a lively discussion on a
current topic of interest - Is Harry Potter Jewish? I@ not
sure what the concluson was, but | heard that debating
the question was interesting and fun. Thanksto Susan for
teaching the Wednesday classforone houreachweek.

Barbara Lehman again lent her expertise to the
Wednesday class by continuing her discusson of the
Gemman hisory pre WWIl. Many thanks to Barbara for
sharing your time and talents with our Wednesday
students.

Rabbi Tayvah coversa wide range of topicseach month
with both sessons. The older sudents continue to discuss
concepts from The Rabbinic Driving Manual as well as
read from the Torah. He also worked with the teenswho
willbe helping to lead the December 23 Shabbat service.

January calendar: The Hebrew High School will be
meeting each Wednesday and Thursday evening in
January.

Below are Jake and Lindsey®@commentson their Hebrew
High School class.

Shalom, Hebrew High School chair.

This month in Hebrew High we read and discussed many
interesting subjects. We talked about torture and its
effects on the human psyche. We did an exercise on
what type of tortures are consdered legal. Fom the
Torah we read about Joseph and the many colored
dream coat. We also worked on material for our
upcoming service.

This month, we did many things. For 2 classes, Mrs.
Barbara Lehman hastaught us usng her experiences of
living right after Wordld War Il and has let us have very
enjoyable free discussons. On December 14, we were
celebrating Hanukkah and so we made funnel cakes
On Hanukkah, you mus eat foods friend in oil to
represent the oil that burmed for eight days instead of
one. Hebrew High is an enjoyable experience, so join in
the fun!
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Happy Hanukah!
What's going on at the JCC of Belle Mead, NJ?

January 2006
1 Tevet 5766 - 2 Shevat 5766

|  Sunday | Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Saturday
1 Tevet 2 Tevet 3 Tevet 4 Tevet 5 Tevet 6 Tevet 7 Tevet
1 §5:29PM 2 §5:29PM 3 4 S 6 ii4:30PM 7 §5:34PM
ROSH HODESH - HANUKAH VI ) 7 PM Story Telling Vayigash: Gen. 45.19-
HANUKAH VIl Num. 7.54-8.4. Leeba'h & &/9 Hebrew 10 - 12 Hebrew Chai Shabbat Service 46.27.
Num. 7.48-53. Rosh Chai Schools S -7 PM School 5-7PM Ezekiel 37.15-28.
Hodesh Num. 28.1-15.
No Leeba'h School
Happy New Y ear 8 pm Regiond Y outh
Comedy Night
5-7 PM JCCBM
Hanukah Party
8 Tevet 9 Tevet 10 Tevet 11 Tevet 12 Tevet 13 Tevet 14 Tevet
8 9 10 85:37PM 1 12 13 ii4:37PM 14 85:41PM
FAST OF TEVET 10 . 7:45 PM Food for thought | Vayehi: Gen. 49.1-49.26.
Leeba'h School Morning: Exo. 32.11-14, | Leeba’h & &9 Hebrew 10 - 12 Hebrew Chai Shebbat Service I Kings 2.1-12.
8:30 - 10:30 am. and 34.1-10. Afternoon: Exo. | Cha Schools5-7 PM School 5-7PM
10:45 am. - 12:45 p.m. 32_11_14’ 34.1-10. Start of Candy Sde
Afternoon: |saiah 55.6-
56.8 (Sephardi ritual:
Hosea 14.2-10, Micah
7.18-20).
Board of Trustees meeting
7:30 PM
15 Tevet 16 Tevet 17 Tevet 18 Tevet 19 Tevet 20 Tevet 21 Tevet
15 16 17 18 19 20 7o (21 21 Teve
. . X 7:45 PM Musical Shabbat | Shemot: Exo. 2.23-4.17.
No !_eeba"h School - Martin Luther King, Jr. Leel?a"h & 8/9 Hebrew 10 - 12 Hebrew Chai Service Jeremiah 1.1-19).
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Cha Schools5-7 PM School 5-7PM 6th Grade Shabbat
end candy sde Morning Service and
Breakfast
22 Tevet 23 Tevet 24 Tevet 25 Tevet 26 Tevet 27 Tevet 28 Tevet
22 23 24 25 26 27 27Tewt |28 EIE
. 7:45 PM Shabbat Eve Veera Exo. 7.14-8.28.
Leeba'h School Leeba'h & 8/9 Hebrew 10 - 12 Hebrew Chai Service Ezekiel 29.1-21.
8:30 - 10:30 am. and Chai Schools5-7 PM School 5-7PM
10:45 am. - 12:45 p.m.
End Candy Sde
2 pm Regiond Y outh
Ice Skating
29 29 Tevet 30 1 Sheva 31 2 Shevat
Leeba'h School ROSH HODESH
8:30 - 10:30 am. and Num. 28.1-15.

10:45 am. - 12:45 p.m.

JCCBM Y outh Event TBA

[iiCandle Lighting, 80Observance End. Times are for Belle Mead, NJJ
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Committee Chairs

Committee Chair

RabbiMichael Tayvah

908-359-0420
RabbiJCCBM @Earthlink.net

Adult Education

B@ai Mitzvah Meryl Orlando 732-329-8945

Board of Trustees ard Tues. Ed Krisiloff 908-359-0560

Andy Sokel 609-466-8749

Building/Grounds/Decor Andsok@aol.com

Victor Elgort 908-874-8535
By-LaWS vselgort@mmlaw.com

Education 1st Wed. Karen Fridkis 609-333-1119

Fnance Joan Weisblatt 908-874-3529

© 2006 by JCCBM. All rights reserved. Permission required for reuse.

Hospita lity Natalie London 908-874-6952
. Sheryl Rosenb erg 908-253-7049
Life Cyc le swellcourt@verizon.net
VIAFTHERETS Joan Weishblatt 908-874-3529

P Debbie Tesser 908-004-0457
Men’s Club Bob Fass609-466-0146

Karen Bartels 609-921-1811

Newsletter karen.bartels@verizon.net
Nursery School Debbie Lampf 908-466-4165

Peggy Fass 609-466-0146

Pub licity JanisTodd 609-799-8384

Religion 4th Tues. John Smulian 908-874-7562

Ssterhood

Technology

Tree of Life Donations Shelley Nord 908-874-8464

Youth Activities Karen Frid kis 609-333-1119

There are openingsfor Fund Raisining, Long Range Planning,
Technology, Socialand Tukkun Olam! Please volunteer!

The Newsletter of Jewish Community Center of Belle Mead

The JCCBM Newsletter is published monthly, except July.
Deadline is the 15" of each month.

Every effort will be made to publish contributed items, but due to
space restrictions, placement and format are at the discretion of
the editor.

Advertising Policy. You can advertise in this newsletter to inform the
community of your business or profession. Advertising is accepted
based on its interest and applicability to our readership. Location in the
newsletter is at the editor’s discretion. The JCCBM does not
necessarily endorse or vouch for the products and
services of our advertisers The newsletter is published 11 times per
year (no issue in July). E-mail a file with the art to the editor, or provide
camera-ready art on clean, white background. Advertiser responsibility
to meet deadlines. Rates are low and must be paid in advance. For
information and a rate sheet, please contact the editor.

253 Griggstown Road, Belle Mead, NJ 08502
http://www.jccbm.org
Listserve e-mail: contact michelle@iccbm.com
Fulfilling the religious, educationaland social needs
of our Jewish community snce 1982.

Inside the Newsletter
Page 1 Bulletin from the Board
Page 2 Committee Happenings/Havurah article
Page 3 Donations
Page 4 Hebrew School Happenings
Page 5 From the Rabbi
Page 6 pictures
Page 7 Leeba’h attendance
Page 8 Jewish Community News
Page 9 Youth Group News/ Hebrew High Report
Page 10 another picture
Page 11 JCCBM monthly calendar
January 2006

Nonprofit Org.

U.S. Postage

Paid

Belle Mead, NJ 08502
Permit No. 11

Deadline for next newdetter: January 15th
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