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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

As w e enter the fa ll season the synagogue w ill be c oordinating a  major 
membership  d rive. A num ber of d ifferent committees w ill be involved  in 
p lanning  and  getting  the w ord  out to the g reater c ommunity that w e exist 
here in Belle Mead . I believe that w e offer something  unique in this pa rt of 
c entral New  Jersey, and  onc e the w ord  is out, a  good  number of families 
w ill be giving  us a  look. Our first event w ill be the Open House/ Blood  Drive 
and  Barbecue sc heduled  for September 11th. It w ill be a  nice opportunity 
to catc h up  w ith old  friends a fter the summer and  to meet new  families as 

they come to look at our shul. 
 Our c urrent membership  stands a round 150 or so families. With our membership  d rive w e 
w ould  hope to sta rt bac k tow ard  200 or so family units (our top  figure 5 or 6 years ago). Past 
surveys have show n that most members w ould  be c omfortable w ith a  c ommunity of 200-250 
families. I think it  goes w ithout saying  that an inc rease in membership  w ould  make additional 
p rog ramming  and Build ing expansion muc h easier. 
 The new  Board  of Trustees has had  tw o monthly meetings at this point. We a re 
determined  to w ork ha rd  in follow ing  through on a  commitment to g row  the c ommunity 
and  to c ontinue to offer a unique Jewish experience in our neck of the w oods. Feel free to 
c all any of the Board  members w ith questions, c onc erns or best of a ll, an offer to help  w ith 
an event or serve on a c ommittee.  
 During  the coming  year, the front page of this new sletter w ill not be showing  my fac e 
eac h month. (After tw o years you must be tired  of it anyw ay!). We w ould  like to offer a 
c olumn from different Board  members eac h month. This w ill g ive our membership  an 
opportunity to hear from all of their Board  members during the year. 
 Finally, a  b ig “ thank you”  to a ll those painters w ho helped  on August 7th. The ac tivity 
room and the front of the synagogue look g reat for the sta rt of the year!   � � �
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Committee Happenings 

YARD SALE ON SUNDAY OCTOBER 16 

The JCCBM will hold  a Yard Sale on Sunday 
morning, Oc tober 16. Now is the time to  begin 
c leaning out your a ttic  and  your spare rooms to 
identify stuff tha t needs to find a good  home!  

Members c an sell from their own tab les or rent 
tab les from the JCCBM. They will set their own 
p ric es, with the JCCBM making money from the 
tab le renta ls and a perc entage of the sa les. If your 
c hild  is in Heb rew School, this will be a nice 
opportunity to  sell unwanted  stuff while your child  is 
learning.  

Love a ll your stuff? This will be a  grea t chanc e to 
buy more, while your child  lea rns. In add ition, we'll 
advertise in the loca l papers to  ensure a  good  
turnout o f buyers from outside the organiza tion. 
Questions or want to  help? Want to  sign up  for a  
tab le? Call Simon Laufer a t 609 937 4934. 

 
 

High Holiday Volunteers Needed 
 

The Religion Committee is looking for a  few good  
members to  vo lunteer as Greeters for High Holiday 
servic es. They are looking for members to  welc ome 
peop le to servic es and  make members/ newc omers 
feel like they a re part o f the community. Please 
c ontac t either Debbie Tesser a t 908-904-0457, Joan 
Weisb la tt a t 908-874-3529 or John Smulian a t 908-
874-7562 if you would like to help  out in this way. 
 

 

 

VOCAL ENSEMBLE EXPANDS AND  
PREPARES FOR HIGH HOLIDAYS 

 

Kol Ahava  has recruited 5 new 
members and  is busily rehea rsing 
for Rosh Hashana  and  Yom Kippur. 
The group  is learning severa l new 
p iec es and  polishing o ld  favorites. 
The singers this yea r a re: Stac ey 
Bac hrach, Ka ren Ba rtels, Leah 
Ba rtels, Rac hel Burns, Debbie 

Grauer, Leslie Kowalski, And rea  Lass, Sheryl 
Rosenberg, Liz Smulian, Debb ie Tesser, and 
Sharon Underberg-Davis, who a lso serves as 
c onduc tor. Jeff Israel will onc e aga in 
ac c ompany c erta in p iec es on guitar. Kol 
Ahava  will sing a t servic es on Rosh Hashana 
morning, Kol Nidre, and Yom Kippur morning. 
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Dates of Upc oming High Holidays  

 

Erev Rosh Hashana  Mond ay, Oc tober 3rd  

Rosh Hashana    Tuesd ay, Oc tober 4th 

Kol Nid re   Wed nesd ay, Oc tober 12th 

Yom Kippur    Thursd ay, Oc tober 13th 
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JCC Donations 
The JCC g ratefully ac knowledges the generosity of our 

members and friends. 

Regular Donations 

Members 

Rich & Elise Kent Building Fund 
The Javelines In honor of Yahrzeit for Bernard 

Javeline 
Joel & Joan 
Weisblatt 

Membership Campaign 

 
 

PRAYER BOOK DONATIONS 
 

Jeff Bachrach & Karen 
Cohen 

In memory of J, Harold 
Garfunkel 
In honor of our marriage 
In honor of the bar mitzvah of 
Eric Ephraim Bachrach 
In honor of the bar mitzvah of 
Adam Clifford Bachrach 

Solomon & Marina 
Klinger Khaya Trakhtman 

Peter & Hilary Crist In honor of Dorothy & Milton 
P. Kayle 

Michael & Lisa Auerbach   

Marilyn Nusbaum In memory of Harvey J. 
Nusbaum 

Iris, Saul & Gabrielle 
Rubinstein 

In memory of Sidney 
Rubinstein, our beloved 
Father & grandfather. 
In memory of Ann Berger 
Ganeles, our beloved Mother 
and grannie. 

The Todd Family 
(Janis, Alan, Leah & 
Joanna) 

In memory of Felix 
Barondess 

Audrey & Sol Starkman In memory of Dora Starkman 
In memory of David Spivak 

Michael & Allyson Price   

Lauri & Jess Rosenthal In honor of Alli and Lindsey 
Rosenthal 

 
 

 
 

 
NAME CHANGE SURVEY DUE 

 
If you w ish your name c hange survey to be c onsidered , 

p lease be sure it is submitted  by Rosh Hashana . 
 

 
 

 

The Somerset Art Association will hang a juried 
exhibit of seascapes and nautical paintings at the 
Shirnon and Sara Birnbaum Jewish Community 
Center on Talamini Road in Bridgewater. The 
works will be on display from September 27th 
through November 6th, 2005. 
Temple member Thelma Canty has two paintings in 
the show and invites all members to the opening 
reception on Thursday, September 29 from 6:30-
8:00 pm. 
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Hebrew Sc hool Happenings 

 

9/ 7 c lass Wed  Bac k to Sc hool 5-7 
9/ 11 Class Sun Bac k to School K-4 
9/ 14 Class Wed  Cra ft 
9/ 18 Class Sun   Cra ft 
9/ 21 Class Wed  cooking 
9/ 24 7th grade Mincha   servic e 
and  Slic hot 
9/ 25 Class Sun  cooking 
9/ 28 Class Wed- Ta llit making 
p ro jec t- 7th grade and up  
 
The Leeba ” h has undergone some struc tura l 
c hanges over the summer.  In an effort to  help  
students a ttend  the maximum number of c lasses, a ll 
Sunday c lasses will be offered  in the early and  la te 
sessions.  Kinderga rten through Second  grade will 
be taught in one c lassroom with one teac her. 
 
If you a re out shopping a t Offic e Depot for sc hool 
or o ther supplies, p lease g ive them the fo llowing 
number [70208856].  Tha t is the Leeba ”h Hebrew 
Sc hool’ s c ode and  Offic e Depot will dona te 5% of 
your purc hase to  our sc hool. 
 
As a lways, parent a re welcome and  encouraged  
to  a ttend  c ra ft and  c ooking p rojec t days, as well as 
any other day to  help  out, hang out, or both.  Let 
me know how you would like to  be involved . 
 
Looking forwa rd  to  seeing you a ll a t Bac k to  School 
either Wednesday Sep tember 9th a t 6:30 or Sunday 
Sep tember 11 a t 10 AM and 12:15 PM 
 

�
�

�
 

HEBREW HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Plans are progressing for the Hebrew High school 
coming year. The Hebrew High Education committee 
met over the summer to solidify the tentative plans that 
had been under discussion. The meeting was an exciting 
brainstorm session of ideas and goals for the high 
school.  

Below is the calendar for September: 

Wednesday, Sept 21 - 1st day of class for 8th and 9th 
graders 

Thursday, Sept 22 - 1st day of class for 10th-12th 
graders 

Wed, Sept 28 - 8th and 9th graders 

Thursday, Sept 29 - 10th-12th graders 

Classes are from 5:00- 7:00.  
The Wednesday class will be taught by Rabbi Tayvah for 
the 1st hour. Congregant Susan Waskow will lead the 
class in a discussion during the 2nd hour. We are 
grateful to Susan for her willingness to share her talents 
with the Hebrew High School. The class will participate 
in discussions of their choice as well as be involved in 
tzedekah projects, helping with temple events, and 
hands-on activities. Barbara Lehman will also have an 
active role in Wednesday's class, stepping in to teach at 
various times during the year. 

The Thursday class will be taught by Rabbi Tayvah with 
congregants contributing from time to time to lead a 
special mini session. 

We thank Meryl Orlando and Jim Ohls for agreeing to 
participate in the classes.  

Registration is still open for both sessions. Prices are 
$180 for enrollment, with current 8th grade students 
receiving the first year of Hebrew High school free.  

Shalom, 

Karen Fridkis, chair Hebrew High School Committee 

kfridkis@comcast.net 

 
 

ENROLL NOW IN 
HEBREW HIGH SCHOOL 

8TH - 9TH GRADE TEENS – WEDNESDAYS from 5:00-7:00 

10TH-12TH GRADE TEENS – THURSDAYS from 5:00-7:00 

  
Class begins Sept 21 and 22 

Contact the temple administrator to register 
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From the Rabbi 
HE GAVE–UP GOLD FOR BLACK FIRE 

 
I am grieving for a  teacher and  a  friend  who d ied  

the sec ond  week of July. 
Rabbi Eric  Ray was my 
teac her in sofrut (Jewish 
sc riba l arts) as well as a 
friend  to  me, my pa rents 
and  my family. Never in 
good  hea lth, a round 
Shavu’ot in June he 
developed  pneumonia  in 
both lungs and  d ied  a fter 
a  long hospita l stay. 

He was an exc ep tiona l ind ividual with an amazing 
life story. Rabb i Ray was born in London, England , in 
1926. His fa ther was a  ha ir-d resser to  the royal family. 
This c onnec tion served  Rabbi Ray well when, during 
WWII, he sec ured a commission a t age 16 with the 
Imperia l Frontiersmen, a  subsid iary o f the Household  
Cavalry, which gua rded  the Roya l residenc es during 
the London Blitz. 

Even before the wa r, his artistic  ta lent budded  and 
b loomed . He learned  Chinese b rush ca lligraphy a t 
age 16 in London, and  before he turned  18 he 
stud ied  some Heb rew, English and  La tin ca lligraphy 
from William Walman (the fea tured  c a lligrapher a t 
the Vic toria  and Albert Museum, London). La ter in 
the wa r, he was transferred  to  the Admira lty’ s Maps 
and  Charts Depa rtment o f the Roya l Navy where his 
a rtistic  gifts were put to  work. 

Fo llowing the wa r, he was rec ruited  to  work with the 
underground  “ Aliyah Bet”  opera tion of the European 
Zionist movement to  move Sho’ah survivors out o f 
Europe to  the Land  of Israel-Palestine. He was 
smuggled  into  Dachau to  use his ca lligraphic  and 
a rtistic  skills to  forge documents to  get sic k survivors 
into  Franc e and d isp lac ed  persons out o f the 
c amps. 

Dr. Ray joined  survivors on the “ Alta lena ,”  the historic  
Irgun arms smuggling ship , sa iling to the newly born 
sta te of Israel, arriving just a fter the dec la ra tion of 
the Sta te. In a  conflic t over c ompeting a rmed  
groups in the young sta te, the ship  was shelled  by 
the Israel Defense Forc es (under the c ommand of 
Yitzhak Rab in) and  sunk in Tel Aviv Harbor. Lightly 
wounded , Eric  Ray swam ashore, shoeless, and 
wa lked  into  Tel Aviv. Seeing a  ta ll young man, 
d ripp ing wet and  ba re-foot, a  fellow Jew took p ity 
on him. He took him to  a  shoe store and  bought him 
a  pa ir o f shoes. Suc h was his first arriva l in Israel. 

During the War of Independenc e he served as an 
offic er in the Israel Defense Forc es and la ter c rea ted  

the first map  depa rtment for a ll o f the military 
servic es under the ausp ic es of the Chel HaYam, the 
Israeli Navy. During the c ourse of his servic e he was 
wounded  a  sec ond  time. He a lso had  the 
opportunity to  do “ vaca tion”  fighting under 
Genera l Yiga l Yad in in the taking of Beersheba . 
Through his friendship  with Dr. Yadin, he la ter 
stud ied  a rchaeology in Los Angeles. 

Dr. Ray rec eived  his Bachelor’ s Degree in England  
from the St. Martin’ s School o f Art where he ea rned  
Na tional Dip lomas (B.A.) in Design and in 
Arc hitec ture. He ea rned  a  Master’ s Degree in Art 
History and  a  Doc tora te in “ Symbolism in the Arts o f 
Anc ient Religion”  from the London College of 
App lied  Sc ienc e of London University. His Doc tora l 
d isserta tion p roved  the authentic ity o f the magen 
david  the six pointed  “ star o f David ”  as p re-
Solomonic  in religious a rt in Bib lica l Arc haeology, 
another o f his spec ia lties. 

During his degree stud ies he a lso lea rned  
Rena issanc e techniques in c utting quills, p reparing 
parc hment, go ld -lea f illumina tion and  artwork from 
Donald  Jac kson (Royal Scribe to  Queen Elizabeth 
II). He a lso stud ied  with George Mansell, Roman 
a lphabet expert a t St. Ma rtin’ s Sc hool o f Art. 

All this time he held  to  his fa ther’ s vehemently 
sec ula r Jewish upb ring ing, a  true British-Jewish free-
thinker, son of a  Hungarian Jewish ha ir stylist. 

Then something began to  change in him when he 
moved  to  Ca lifornia  in the early 1950’ s. His Jewish 
self was awakening around  the time tha t he and  his 
wife, La li, met and wed  in 1956. 

For 25 years Eric  worked  a t the University o f Juda ism 
in Los Angeles, for the last 15 yea rs as the Direc tor o f 
Visual Arts. During tha t time he met Rabb i Shemu’el 
Zadok. Rabbi Zadok, desc endant o f a  long line of 
Yemenite Torah sc ribes as well as from the Zadokite 
family o f Kohanim, app roac hed  Eric  Ray in Los 
Angeles having hea rd  tha t there was someone in 
town who knew gold -lea f illumina tion tec hniques. 
Eric  was delighted  to  teach him, in exc hange for 
learning from Shemu’el the a rt o f a  trad itional sofer. 

By 1970, when Eric  was 44 yea rs old , Rabbi Zadok 
sponsored  his app lic a tion for s’meekha  
(authoriza tion or ord ina tion) as a  Sofer STA” M – a  
c ertified  sc ribe, whic h he rec eived  from the Chief 
Rabbina te in Jerusalem tha t yea r. In 1976 he was 
awarded  the title o f “ Master Scribe”  by the 
Jerusalem Rabbina te for his ab ility to  write a ll o f the 
two-thousand  of the letter designs in Hebrew 
developed  through history.  c ontinued next page 
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Rabbi Eric  Ray, c ont’d  
His rabbinic  c redentia ls were rea ffirmed  by the London Orthodox Court in 1990 while Eric  and  Lali were 
living and working in England for four yea rs. In 1978, Eric  was commissioned  by Rabbi Mordec hai 
Waxman, the rec ently dec eased  senior rabbi o f Temp le Israel o f Grea t Nec k, to  repair and  largely re-
write an Ita lian Torah sc roll. He, La li and  Ken moved  to  Grea t Nec k, NY. Tha t’ s wha t first brought Eric  into 
my life; a t the time I was a  senior in High School. 

It wasn’ t until many yea rs la ter when I moved  to  the island  of Curacao to  become the rabbi o f the o ldest 
c ongrega tion in the Americ as tha t I rea lly entered  Eric ’ s Sofrut world . Let me sha re with you tha t 
d iscovery as a  way of hold ing before you both Eric ’ s unique approach to  Jewish Sc riba l Arts, or Sofrut, 
and  how he b rought keddusha – ho liness to his work. 

When I first opened  up  a  Torah scroll to  read  that the sc rolls o f congrega tion Mikve Israel-Emanuel, the 
Portuguese – Sefard i synagogue on Curacao, I saw they were spec ia l. The lettering was d ifferent, making 
it hard to p ic k out c erta in words. I a lso saw in those sc rolls messy, botched  correc tions p reviously done. 
When it bec ame appa rent tha t the sc rolls in Curac ao needed  work, I wouldn’ t let anyone but Eric  Ray 
touch them. After a  number of Eric ’ s a ll too frequent illnesses, he and  Lali, ever the hard -working 
sc heduler, assistant, and  travel companion, flew down to  the island . In a  mere nine days in January 2001, 
Eric , assisted  by La li, myself and volunteers from the community, examined a ll o f the congregation’ s 
twenty-one scrolls. 

As we ro lled  the scrolls, Eric  would  merely g lanc e a t a  scroll and say, “ Steer parc hment, Portuguese sc rip t, 
written in Holland  in about the early 1700’ s.”  I would  look a t him in surp rise: “ How c ould  you possib ly know 
tha t, Eric?”  “ Why, it’ s a ll right here!”  he would  rep ly, and  so would  sta rt a  mini-lec ture on how to  tell the 
age and p rovenanc e of a  Heb rew manusc rip t. 

As fa r as I know, no one, until Eric  Ray, put together the worlds of ac ademic  a rt history and  Sofrut. Eric  d id  
his homework: trips to  the Jewish Theologica l Semina ry and  the British Museum ra re book c ollec tions to 
see known and  da ted  sample manusc rip ts. He rea lized  tha t Jews a ll over the world  wrote out their copies 
of the Heb rew Bib le in the same sc rip ts tha t they used  for their Torah sc ro lls. In fac t, he even notic ed tha t 
the same sc ribe’ s hand  was seen in an old  scroll and  in a  Bib le manuscrip t o f the same age and  loca tion. 
The Bib le manusc rip t, o f c ourse, had  vowels and  c antilla tion marks often added  by another hand  and  in 

another ink. 

By knowing the style o f the lettering and  the 
dec ora tive markings c a lled  taggin, he saw where it 
was written. By seeing the c olor o f the fad ing spec ia l 
Torah ink he knew the age of the writing. By the 
shape of the lettering he c ould  tell you whether a  
fea ther quill or a  reed  pen was used  to  write the 
sc roll. The style o f sewing used  to  join the sheets a lso 
gave c lues to  the age of the sc roll. Eric  c ould  tell you 
the physica l size of the sc ribe -- how ta ll, how short, 
how fa t, how thin -- by the layout and  spac ing of the 
c o lumns. By seeing the pa rchment, and feeling it, he 
knew wha t kind  of anima l skin it was made from, 
how it was proc essed  and , in exc ep tional c ases 
c onfirming a  p roduc tion loca le from a  ra re 
tec hnique of making the pa rchment. 

We’d  been rolling sc rolls for days. One a fternoon 
a fter lunch and  a  rest in my a ir-c onditioned office, we returned  to our workspac e and  took out another 
sc roll. We opened  it and  Eric  felt the thin, nearly transluc ent parc hment. The letters had  faded  to  the 
c o lor o f a  red -head ’ s ha ir, a  reddish – orange hue. As La li and  I cha tted Eric , was absorbed  in his work. I 
looked  over and  saw shoc k on his fac e. “ Eric ,”  I asked , “ Wha t is it?”  He sa id in a  stunned voic e: “ Antelope 
skin pa rchment, ea rly fourteenth c entury, Spanish.”  “ Oh, Come on Eric !”  La li exc la imed . “ No, rea lly, it’ s a ll 
there!”  and he proc eeded  to  show us wha t he a lready saw. He had  never found  another scro ll written 
end  to  end  by one sc ribe as o ld . It had  a  Spanish tec hnique in finishing the parc hment, with c onfident, 
c lear, beautiful Spanish lettering from before the oppressions tha t ended the Jewish Golden Age in 
Muslim Spain. A nea rly 700 yea r old  sc roll, and  still kosher for public  read ing! 
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There was a lways a  sense of awe in 
working with Eric  on Torah sc ro lls. Being 
a  sofer was Eric ’ s livelihood , but it was 
never merely a  job . It was his sac red 
voc a tion – the work he felt b lessed  to 
be c a lled  to  do in this world . He was 
exc ep tionally profic ient in his 
tec hniques, and  he never a llowed  
them to become mere technic a lities. 
He used  his hands to sanc tify the 
Blessed  Holy One, “ Ha -Shem”  the 
name, as he frequently sa id . He loved 
the c ra ft and  strove to  keep  it pure 
from the intrusions of un-nec essary 
modern and  chemica l additives and 
instruments. I have lea rned  from other 
sourc es tha t the sofrut I and  his o ther 
hand ful o f students were taught is 

significantly more trad itional and  preserving of anc ient trad itions than tha t prac tic ed by 
c ontemporary ultra -Orthodox scribes. If those venerab le, anc ient techniques c ould  p roduc e a  scroll as 
beautiful and  long lasting as the old  Spanish sc ro ll on Curac ao, tha t was good enough for Eric . 

I don’ t want you to  assume tha t sinc e Eric  staunchly supported  a  trad itional approac h to  writing and 
repa iring sc ro lls tha t he was opposed  to  any innova tion. Eric  a lso tra ined  a  number of women in 
various parts o f sc riba l arts. They inc lude my Rec onstruc tionist c olleagues Rabbis Yocheved  Heiligman 
and  Rachel Schoenberg. Rabbi Linda  Motzkin who has been experimenting with making pa rc hment, 
and  in the last year he met with Aviel Ba rkley, a  Soferet in Sea ttle who is currently writing her first sc ro ll. 

In the last yea rs of Eric ’ s life a  not-for-profit corpora tion was formed to help Eric  p reserve the 
knowledge of Jewish Sc riba l Arts he had  assemb led  during his life. It was named  The Ray Torah 
Institute. With Eric ’ s passing, the Ray Torah Institute takes on a  renewed  importanc e in p reserving the 
written legacy of Rabbi Ray. I will be help ing his widow organize his writings so tha t the Institute may 
posthumously publish some of wha t he knew. 

I’m not yet ready to  write a  Torah sc roll, but I c an repair sc ro lls. Sometimes the letters need  some more 
ink, “ need some help ”  in Eric ’ s words. Other times the pa rc hment simp ly c annot ho ld  another re-inking, 
or one more pass of a  silver needle in sewing the sheets together. In his last days I visited  Eric  in the 
hosp ita l I felt the image of an o ld  scroll: the pa rchment was giving way. 

For Sofer Eric  Ray, the letters on the sc rolls were not mere ink on parc hment; they had  a  life o f their 
own. It was our privilege as sc ribes to  write them – in holiness – to  repa ir them – with ho liness – and to  
help  our fellow Jews and others to  c onnec t with their intrinsic  holiness. In tha t sense, when a  Torah is 
beyond  repa ir, and it c omes time to  bury the scro ll, we are not burying the living words of Torah, but 
ra ther we a re honoring the vessels tha t held  their holiness on this earth-p lane for a  time. When a sc ro ll 
c an no longer be repa ired , we honor the residua l sanc tity in the parc hment, the ink, the sinews by 
burying them in the ea rth. Yet the letters themselves live on! They live on whenever a  Jew reads from a  
Torah sc roll, be it a  new sc ro ll or one tha t has lasted  seven-hundred  yea rs. They live on in how we live 
our lives and  how we interac t with a ll our fellow humans and  how we c a re for a ll our fellow c rea tures 
and  this Earth. They live on in passing on the knowledge of how to  write, repa ir and  c are for Torah 
sc rolls. 

Torah sc rolls a re buried the same way and  with very simila r ritua ls tha t we d id  for the vessel tha t held  
Eric ’ s life for the past 79 years. 

The parc hment gives out, but the letters…  the letters soa r free. 

�

Donations in memory of Rabbi Ray may be made to: The Ray Torah Institute, P.O. Box 86, Leeds, MA  01053 
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Coping wi th Loss 

Place: Jewish Family Service, 150 West 
H igh St., Somerville 

Time: Mondays, September 12, 19 and 26 - 10:30 AM to 
Noon  OR Thursdays, September 8, 15, 22 and 29 - 
7:00 to 8:30 PM 

Fee: $ 30 for all three sessions /  $ 40 for all four sessions 
 

Rabbi  Evan Jaf fe, spiritual leader of Flemington Jewish 
Community Center, and Li l l ian Swickle, LCSW, w ill co-lead 
support groups designed to provide spiritual and emotional 
support for individuals coping w ith loss, whether it occurred 
one month ago, one year ago, or many years ago. Participants 
w ill share their stories and learn how Jewish text, prayers and 
rituals can help them through the process of coping, healing 
and renewal. Please call Ohr Tikvah at 908-722-0674  ext. 28 to 
register for either the morning sessions or the evening sessions. 

 
Support  Group for Parents Caring for Chi ldren wi th 
Eat ing Disorders 

Place: Jewish Family Service, 150 West H igh St., 
Somerville   

Time: Tuesdays, August 23, September 27, and October 25 
- 7:30 to 9:00 PM 

Fee: Donation  
 

Ohr Tikvah has formed a support group for parents caring 
for children w ith eating disorders. Clinical psychologist Dr. 
Sal ly Wright facilitates the group and welcomes all members 
of the community to join.  Please share this information w ith 
those who you think might benefit from this program.  For 
more information, call Ohr Tikvah at 908-722-0674  ext. 28. 

Beginning the Ci rcle of the New Year: A Labyrinth Walk 

Place: Labyrinth Circle, North Drive, Warren Township 
(Meet at Temple Har Shalom, 104 Mt. Horeb Road, 
Warren at 4:00 PM) 

Time: Sunday, September 18 - 4:00 to 6:00 PM (Rain date: 
Sunday, September 25 - 4:00 to 6:00 PM) 
Fee: None 

In a beautiful, peaceful setting, join us for a walking 
meditation - - in a circular labyrinth - - to quiet the mind, open 
the heart, and gain insight as we prepare for the Jewish New 
Year and engage in teshuvah, returning to ourselves. A  rabbi 
and/ or cantor will guide us in our walk and share Jewish 
insights on the healing aspects of the circle, of nature, and 
prayer and meditation. Walking in a circular labyrinth is an 
ancient practice that dates back 4000 years, and people of 
different cultures and religious traditions have used the 
labyrinth as a symbol of their search for meaning and spiritual 
guidance. Join us at this unusual garden gem, as we reflect on 
the past year - - its joys and sorrows - - feel gratitude for the 
blessings in our lives, and meditate on our aspirations for 5766. 

For directions to Temple Har Shalom, log on to 
www.templeharshalom.org or call Ohr Tikvah at 722-0674 ext. 
28. 

 
 

Auditions for  Shar im V'Sharot: 
Central New Jersey's Select Jewish Chamber Choir  
September 6 and throughout October by Appointment 

Shar im V'Sharot, Central New Jersey's 24-voice select 
Jewish chamber choir, is seeking new members for the 2005-6 
season. Shar im V'Sharot, whose name means "People of 
Song," was founded in 2000, is sponsored by Rider 
University's Hillel, and is under the direction of Dr. Elayne 
Robinson Grossman, former director of New York's 
Rottenberg Chorale. After our acclaimed premiere this July at 
the North American Jewish Choral Festival, we have superb 
events planned, including a joint concert of Jewish music with 
Princeton Pro Musica in May 2006. Sharim V'Sharot has sung 
throughout the Philadelphia-to-New York metropolitan area, 
at choral festivals, synagogues, interfaith events, and 
celebrations. This a cappella chamber choir performs all 
styles, including Ashkenazic, Sephardic, Israeli, concert, folk, 
and liturgical music in many languages and historical eras, in 
four (or more) parts, sometimes with instruments. Singers 
come from Mercer, Burlington, and Middlesex counties and 
the Philadelphia suburbs. 

Auditions will be held on Tuesday, September 6, and 
throughout October by appointment in the Lawrenceville, N.J., 
area. We meet Tuesday evenings at Rider University in 
Lawrenceville. For more details, see our website at 
www.sharimvsharot.org or contact our President, Dr. Stephen 
Cohen, at (609) 371-9036 or by e-mail at 
drstevecohen@earthlink.net 

 
FEDERATION SAVE THE DATE 

 
Jewish Federation's Women's Philanthropy Division: 
Women & Wealth Seminar on September 21 
  
Pacesetters Gala October 30 
  
Please call the Federation office for details 908-725-
6994 x:204 
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
JCCBM YOUTH GROUP 

  
The first event for the youth group is scheduled for 
Sunday morning, September 11. The youth group will be 
holding their annual autumn car wash and bake sale. The 
youth group welcomes 8th grade students to join them for 
a getting-to-know-you breakfast at 8:00. Car wash and 
bake sale begin at 8:30.  
We are looking for an adult coordinator for this event. 
Please email me to let me know if you can help. Also 
needed are teens and/or their parents to bake. Please let 
me know if you can participate in this sweet and wet 
fundraiser. 
SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, October 23, 2005 
What: Annual Crop Walk 
When: Sunday afternoon, October 23, 2005 
Where: Meet at our synagogue  
Who: All teens plus any adults who would like to help 
More details to follow in October newsletter. Natalie 
London will co-ordinate this annual event. 
  
REGIONAL RECONSTRUCTIONIST YOUTH GROUP 
Josh Goldsmith will be contacting the JCCBM teens with 
the next regional event. Look ahead for some exciting, 
educational events with other Reconstructionist teens 
from String of Pearls and the Bordentown 
Reconstructionist synagogue. If you are interested in 
joining this group, please contact me. 
  
Shalom, 
Karen Fridkis, youth group chair kfridkis@comcast.net 

JCCBM YOUTH GROUP 

WELCOMES 8th GRADE 
TEENS  

  
IF YOU HAVE HAD YOUR B-MITZVAH THIS PAST YEAR 

OR ARE CURRENTLY PREPARING FOR AN  
AUTUMN B-MITZVAH, 

YOU ARE ELIGIBLE TO JOIN THE 
 JCCBM YOUTH GROUP 

  
THE FIRST EVENT OF THE YEAR IS THE  

ANNUAL AUTUMN CAR WASH/BAKE SALE. 
A 'GETTING TO KNOW YOU' BREAKFAST 

FOR NEW YOUTH GROUP MEMBERS 
BEGINS AT 8:00. 

  
Call or email Karen Fridkis, youth group chair, 

to let us know that you'll be coming 
609-333-1119 or kfridkis@comcast.net 

  
  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



10 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

� � � � �� � � �� � � � �

	 
 
 � �� � 
�� � � 
�� � �

� � 
� � � � � �� � � � �� � ��� � � � � � � � �� 
� �

� 
�
� � �� � �  ! �"� � 
� �#$�
� �%� ##� & '  

�
�

�� � ��� � �� 	 
 ��	 �

Celebrate Your Simcha…With a Mitzvah! 
  

We will transport a beautiful, 
Custom-designed Bimah Basket 

to and from your Bar/Bat Mitzvah Service 
  

Your $100 basket donation goes directly to support 
the work of Jewish Family Service in our community. 

  
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL (908) 725-7799. 

  
JFS is a nonprofit, non-discriminatory  

social service agency 
working to preserve and strengthen the quality  

of individual, family, and community life based on 
Jewish values 
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What are blessings for  if not to be shared?  
What's going on at the JCC of Belle Mead, NJ?  

September 2005 
27 Av 5765 - 26 Elul 5765 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

27 Av 1  
 

  

28 Av2  
 ¡¡7:12PM 

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM 

NO Shabbat eve service: 
Happy Labor  Day 

weekend!   

29 Av3  
 §8:13PM 

Re'eh: Deut. 11.26-12.28 
Isaiah 54.11-55.5.  

9:45 AM Shaharit service 
@ Doral Forrestal 

(Princeton) - Ross Robey 
celebrates becoming a Bar 

Mitzvah   
30 Av4  

ROSH HODESH I 
Num. 28.1-15.   

1 Elul5  

ROSH HODESH II 
Num. 28.1-15.   

2 Elul6  

  

3 Elul7  

Leeba"h School 5 - 7 PM   

4 Elul8  

  

5 Elul9  
 ¡¡7:00PM 

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM 

7 PM Story-tell ing 
Shabbat service   

6 Elul 10  
 §8:01PM 

Shoftim: Deut. 16.18-
18.13 

Isaiah 51.12-52.12.   

7 Elul 11  
 

Leeba"h School 8:30 - 
10:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

- 12:45 p.m. 
BLOOD DRIVE give the 

gift of L IFE on 9/11 9 
a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Open House for 
Prospective Leeba"h 

students &  new members 
10 a.m. - Noon   

8 Elul 12  
 

  

9 Elul 13  
 

Board of Trustees meeting 
7:30 PM   

10 Elul 14  
 

Leeba"h School 5 - 7 PM   

11 Elul 15  
 

  

12 Elul 16  
 ¡¡6:48PM 

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM 

"Food For Thought" 
Kabbalat Shabbat worship 

service 7:45 PM   

13 Elul 17  
 §7:50PM 

Kee Tetze: Deut. 21.10-
22.21 

Isaiah 54.1-10  
9:30 a.m. Shaharit service 
- Gabe Fridkis celebrates 
becoming a Bar Mitzvah   

14 Elul 18  
 

Leeba"h School 8:30 - 
10:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

- 12:45 p.m.   

15 Elul 19  
 

  

16 Elul 20  
 

  

17 Elul 21  
 

Leeba"h &  8/9 Hebrew 
Chai Schools 5 - 7 PM   

18 Elul 22  
 

10 - 12 Hebrew Chai 
School 5 - 7 PM   

19 Elul 23  
 ¡¡6:37PM 

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM 

Musical Kabbalat Shabbat 
worship Service &  

honoring the month's 
birthdays &  anniversaries 

7:45 pm   

20 Elul 24  
 §7:38PM 

SELIHOT  
Kee Tavo: Deut. 26.1-28.6 

Isaiah 60.1-22.  
6:15 - 9 p.m. Leeba"h 

school 7th grade Minhah / 
havdalah / s'leehot service. 

All  are welcome!   
21 Elul 25  

 
Leeba"h School 8:30 - 

10:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 
- 12:45 p.m.   

22 Elul 26  
 

  

23 Elul 27  
 

  

24 Elul 28  
 

Leeba"h &  8/9 Hebrew 
Chai Schools 5 - 7 PM   

25 Elul 29  
 

10 - 12 Hebrew Chai 
School 5 - 7 PM   

26 Elul 30  
 ¡¡6:25PM 

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM 

SPECIAL  K abbalat 
Shabbat service 

" Preview of the liturgy &  
music of the Days of 

Awe"  7 PM   

 

  

[¡¡Candle Lighting, §Observance End. Times are for Belle Mead, NJ]  
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Committee Chairs 
Committee Chair 

Ad ult Ed uc a tion Ra b b i Micha el Ta yva h 
908-359-0420 Rabb iJCCBM @Earthlink.net 

B'na i Mitzvah Meryl Orla nd o  732-329-8945 
Board  of Trustees 3rd  Tues. Ed  Krisilo ff 908-359-0560 

Build ing / Grounds/ Dec or And y Sokel 609-466-8749 
Andsok@aol.c om   

By-La ws Vic tor Elgort 908-874-8535 
vselgort@nmmlaw.c om  

Educ a tion 1st Wed . Ka ren Frid kis 609-333-1119 
Fina nc e Joa n Weisb la tt 908-874-3529 
Fund  Ra ising  VACANT �  
Hosp ita lity Na ta lie  Lond on 908-874-6952 

Life Cyc le Sheryl Rosenb erg 908-253-7049 
swellc ourt@verizon.net 

Long  Ra nge Pla nning  VACANT �  

Membership  Joa n Weisb la tt 908-874-3529 
Deb b ie Tesser 908-904-0457 

Men’s Club  Bob  Fa ss 609-466-0146 

Newsletter Ka ren Ba rtels 609-921-1811 
ka ren.ba rtels@verizon.net 

Nursery Sc hoo l Deb b ie La mp f 908-466-4165 
Pegg y Fa ss 609-466-0146 

Pub lic ity Ja nis Tod d  609-799-8384 
Re lig ion 4th Tues. John Smulia n 908-874-7562 
Sisterhood   
Soc ia l/ Ac tiv ities VACANT �  
Tec hno logy Ba rry Kirsch 908-359-7872 
Tikkun Ola m VACANT �  
Tree of Life Dona tions Shelley Nord  908-874-8464 
Youth Ac tiv ities Ka ren Frid kis 609-333-1119 
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The JCCBM Newsletter is published monthly, except July.  
Deadline is the 15th of each month. 
Every effort will be made to publish contributed items, but due to 
space restrict ions, placement and format are at the discretion of 
the editor. 
Advertising Policy. You can advertise in this newsletter to inform the 
community of your business or profession. Advertising is accepted 
based on its interest and applicability to our readership. Location in the 
newsletter is at the editor’s discretion. The JCCBM does not 
necessarily endorse or vouch for the products and 
services of our advertisers The newsletter is published 11 times per 
year (no issue in July). E-mail a file with the art to the editor, or provide 
camera-ready art on clean, white background. Advertiser responsibility 
to meet deadlines. Rates are low and must be paid in advance. For 
information and a rate sheet, please contact the editor. 
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