
 
 

Newsletter of the Jewish Community Center of Belle Mead June-July 2005 Iyar - Tammuz 5765 

 

� � � � � �
 

253 Griggstown Rd. 
Belle Mead, NJ 08502 

 
Phone: 908-359-0420 

Fax: 908-359-8848 

Regular office hours: 
Mon- Fri 9:00-4:00�

 
Rabbi 
Mic hae l Tayvah 

Ra b b iJCCBM@ea rthlink.net
President 
Ed  Krisiloff 

Administra tor 
Cla ra  Ne lson 

a d min1jccb m@ea rthlink.net 

Hebrew Sc hool Princ ipa l 
Dori Daus 

leeb a h@ea rthlink.net  

2004-2005 
Board of Trustees 

1st Vic e President 
Janet Burns 

2nd  Vic e President 
Hy Grossman 

Past President 
Jim Ohls 

Treasurer 
Bob  Go ld ma n 

Financ ia l Sec reta ry 
Joan Weisb la tt 

Rec ord ing  Sec reta ry 
Sharon Casper 

Correspond ing  Sec reta ry 
Sheryl Rosenberg  

Trustees 

Karen Fridkis 

Debb ie Tesser 

Andy Soke l 

Audrey Sta rkma n 

Na ta lie London 

 

Affilia te : Jewish 
Rec onstruc tionist 
Federa tion 

 
 
 

Published by: 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

The kids will soon be out o f school, the days a re getting longer 
and  there won’ t be frost on the ground  in the morning for the 
next number of months! The summer season is upon us. Here a t 
the JCCBM we a re ac tively p lanning for the 2005-2006 yea r with 
exc itement. We are committed  to o ffering add itiona l programs 
a t the synagogue and we will hope to  offer a  number of 
Sa turday morning servic es, adult educa tion and more frequent 
ac tivities for the entire community.  
 For the months of July and  August we will be running Friday night servic es on a 
b iweekly basis, so keep  an eye on the bulletin or website for the exac t da tes and  
times. We will a lso inc lude one “ Shabba t under the Sta rs”  whic h is a lways fun for 
everyone a ttending.  
 At the genera l meeting we d isc ussed  our upcoming membership  drive for the 
fa ll season. There will be a lo t o f work nec essa ry during the next few months to 
make this effort succ essful and  we could use your help . If you c an partic ipa te in 
any way, p lease c ontac t any boa rd  member and we will happily put you in touc h 
with someone to  help  sta rt the ba ll rolling.  � � �
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Committee Happenings 

THE JCCBM WANTS YOU!!! 

I just have joined  Debbie Tesser as Co-Chair of the 
Membership  Committee. I really have no time to do this, 
but I realize that the survival and p rosperity of the JCCBM 
hinges on an inc rease in membership. We have lost 25 
perc ent of our membership  in the last few  years. It is 
imperative that w e reverse this trend . If you c a re about 
the JCCBM and  you w ant to see it continue and  flourish, 
p lease join Debbie, me, Ric hard  Rosenberg  and  Sharon 
Casper on the Membership  Committee. We w ould  like to 
rec ruit 10 members to the c ommittee. If you w ere to join 
us, w hat w ould  you have to do? You w ould  help us 
sp ruc e up the membership  pac ket, follow  up  w ith calls to 
p rospec tive members w ho have requested  those 
pac kets and  help  us plan and  pa rtic ipate in events 
designed  to b ring  in new  members and  c ultivate our 
existing  membership. I have c onsulted  w ith a  
membership  maven from another synagogue and  have 
some innovative w ays to b ring  in new  members w hic h I©d 
love to share w ith you. This is not a  job  for a  few  people 
and  that is w hy I am asking  you to join us; the more 
people w e have, the less responsibility fa lls on any one 
person. Please let me know  that you w ill help  and  call me 
at w ork at 732-545-4717, at home a fter 7 at 908-874-3529 
or email me jw eisblatt@hoaglandlongo.c om. You may 
also c all Debbie Tesser at 908-904-0457 or email her at 
dbtesser@earthlink.net  
Thanks, � � 	 � �%� �
 � �	 � � �
 

 
 
 
 
 

Women’s Book Club 

June meeting: Monday, June 13, 7:45 pm 

Book:The Namesake, by Jhumpa Lahiri 

For the meeting’s location, 

Contact: Debbie Grauer, 609-466-2206 

Debbie@ourowndomain.com 

 

see the report of the first book club meeting on page 7 

 

SISTERHOOD 

Sisterhood  is w inding  up the season w ith a  dinner at Thai 
Kitchen 111, loc ated  at 649 Route 206 Hillsborough, 
908.904.8036. Our get together on Wednesday June 15 
sta rts at 7 p .m., Please RSVP by c alling  Judi Edelson at 
908.281.4253 no later than June 13. 
All members of sisterhood  w ant to thank Judi for her ha rd  
w ork over the last tw o years as our p resident and  look 
forw ard  to next fa lls meetings. 
Sisterhood  c ollec ts toiletries for the loc al shelters. So folks if 
you travel on business or a re off w ith the family this summer, 
p lease c ollec t the small bottles of toiletries at your hotels 
and  d rop them off at the temple. 
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JCC Donations 
The JCC g ratefully ac knowledges the generosity of our 

members and friends. 

Regular Donations 

Members 

Jeff Bac hrach 
and  Ka ren Cohen 

In memory of Murray Burka  

Jeff Bac hrach 
and  Ka ren Cohen 

In honor o f Aa ron Skoultc hi 
Ba r Mitzvah 

Jeff Bac hrach 
and  Ka ren Cohen 

In honor o f Danica  Pric e Ba t 
Mitzvah 

Kenneth & Shelley 
Nord  

Genera l Dona tion 

Marc  & Harlene 
Rosenberg 

In memory of Thelma  Hendel 

Brian Cige & Shari 
Ellen Diamond  

In memory of Herbert 
Diamond  and  Sidney 
Kornb lum 

Janet Burns Dona tion to  Hebrew Sc hool 
Youth Group  Dona tion from Car Wash 
Youth Group  Dona tion 
Hebrew 
Educ a tion 
Committee 

In memory of Debbie Grauer’ s 
fa ther, Joshua  J. Grauer 

 
Non-Members 

Ethel Chidell  In memory of Sophie 
Goldstein 

Renee Kurjan In honor o f the Ba r Mitzvah of 
our Grandson, Mic hael 
Goldman 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TESSER MEMORIAL FUND 

Jeff Bachrach & 
Karen Cohen 

Harvey Tesser Memorial Build 
Fund 

Alan & Janis Todd 
Harvey Tesser Memorial Build 
Fund 

Richard & Elizabeth 
Nadler 

Harvey Tesser Memorial Build 
Fund 

David & Pamela 
Baker 

Harvey Tesser Memorial Build 
Fund 

Michael & Joyce 
Ordun 

Harvey Tessey Memorial Build 
Fund 

JCCBM Men©s Club 
In memory of Paula Ross©s 
mother, Thelma Hendel 

Michael & Lisa 
Auerbach 

Harvey Tesser Memorial Build 
Fund 

Marc, Harlene & 
Brian Rosenberg In honor of Bob Fass 
 

 

LASHIR’S Annual 
Spring Concert 

Sunday, June 12th 2005 

2:30 pm 

Richardson Auditorium 

Princeton University 

 
 
 
 

 
 

�
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Hebrew Sc hool Happenings 

Sc hool sta rts again on September, p lease mark your 
c alendars: 
 
 
9/ 7 c lass Wed Bac k to Sc hool 5-7 
9/ 11 Class Sun Bac k to Sc hool K-4 
9/ 14 Class Wed Cra ft 
9/ 18 Class Sun Cra ft 
9/ 21 Class Wed cooking  
9/ 24 7th g rade Mincha servic e and  
Slic hot 
9/ 25 Class Sun c ooking  
9/ 28 Class Wed 
  
 
 
The Rabbi led  a  spec ial p rayer session for the Fifth 
through Seventh Graders to mark 
Yom HaShoah, Holoc aust 
Remembranc e Day. Vera 
Nussenbaum came and told our 
Fifth and  Sixth Grade c lasses her 
story and  the story of her cousin’s 
experience in World  War II Poland . 
Mrs. Nussenbaum w as on the first 
Kindertransport. The photog raphs 
and  stories that she shared  w ith 
our students and  our community 
helped  us remember. 

Students made fa la fel, humus, and  Israeli salad  to 
c ommemorate Israeli Independence Day. Israel is 57 this 
year! Students in 3rd and  4th g rade c reated  c itysc apes on 
tin foil. Fifth and  Sixth g raders had  the opportunity to learn 
how  to c roc het Kippot or decorate a  c otton Kippah w ith 
fab ric  markers.  

Seventh Graders 
made Tallitot w ith 
their pa rents. It w as 
a  w onderful p rojec t 
that w ill be 
repeated w ith next 
yea r’s seventh 
g rade in September. Parents, I w ill be 

sending  out an email in August w ith the fab ric  
requirements. 

We will continue collec ting  for Jewish National Fund  in 
the fa ll. Our b lue box c ollec tion b rought in over $400. 
Great job! 

The siyum w as w onderful. Kindergarteners 
sang  “ Dreidel, Dreidel”  and  danc ed  in 
d reidel costumes. First g raders sang  “ Af, 
peh, ozen”  (Nose, mouth, ea r) and  told 
of their favorite b ib le stories. Fifth g raders 
did  skits about the Exodus from Egypt. 
Sixth g raders performed  a  skit about the 
Holoc aust. Our m usic  teac her, Debbie Grauer, led 
everyone in song  and  our dance teac her, Vera  Gallied 
led everyone in Israeli Danc ing. 

 

REMINDERS: 

Please send  in your registration fees and  registration forms 
sooner rather than later.  

Kindergarteners get Hebrew  letter recognition. First 
g raders get sound  symbol c orrespondenc e. Second  
g raders lea rn the vow els and  how  to sound out the letters 
w ith vow els in short syllables. There is a  lot of lea rning 
happening  in the ea rly g rades, p lease don’t let your c hild 
miss out! 

I had a  terrific  time w orking  w ith your c hild ren this year. I 
lea rned so muc h from their questions and  reac tions. Have 
a  g reat summer! 

� � � ��� 	 � 
 ������������������������������������Hebrew  School Princ ipal 

HEBREW HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
  
To better inform  the c ommunity of the educ ational 
p rog rams for teens at the JCCBM, there w ill be a  monthly 
c olumn in the new sletter entitled Hebrew  High Sc hool 
New s. 
The Hebrew  High Sc hool, formerly know n as Confirmation 
c lass, w ill meet in tw o separate sessions this coming 
autumn. Students in g rades 8 and  9 w ill meet on 
Wednesday evenings from 5:00-7:00. Teens in 10-12th 
g rade w ill c ontinue to meet on Thursday evenings from 
5:00-7:00.  
A new  c ommittee has been formed  that foc uses on 
Hebrew  High Sc hool. Members inc lude Natalie London, 
Harlene Rosenberg , Mindy Weinberg , and  Karen Fridkis, 
c hair. The committee is open and  additional members 
a re w elcome. To join, contac t me at 
kfridkis@comcast.net. 
Are you a  pa rent of a  c urrent 7th or 8th g rade student? If 
so, p lease c onsider pa rtic ipating  in the planning  of the 
new  Hebrew  High Wednesday c lass. Your input is 
important to the succ ess of the p rog ram. We are 
planning  on holding  a  meeting , hopefully sometime in 
June, for both pa rents and  students to disc uss the c lass. 
Post b©mitzvah students a re encouraged  to join the 
Hebrew  High sc hool as a  w ay of c ontinuing  to learn 
about Judaism and  deepen the bonds of friendship  w ith 
their Hebrew  school c lassmates. After completing  their 
b©mitzvah in their 7th g rade year, students have the 
option of c ontinuing  the year w ith their c urrent c lass or 
joining  the 8th and  9th g rade Hebrew  High. This 
innovative c lass is modeled  after adult education c lasses 
w ith the added  tw ist of a  w eekly d inner. Students w ill be 
given the opportunity to assist in the Hebrew  sc hool, 
design and ca rry out tzedaka p rojec ts, debate ethic s, 
study Torah, explore Jew ish p rac tices and  holidays and  
muc h more in a casual, supportive atmosphere. Did I 
mention that there w ill be snac ks, too? 
With the realization that our teens have numerous 
demands on their time, the Hebrew  High w ill be designed 
to acc ommodate those w ho a re unable to attend  eac h 
w eekly c lass. If you a re studying  for a  final, p rac tic ing  for 
a  rec ita l, or pa rtic ipating in a  seasonal sport, you c an still 
pa rtic ipate in Hebrew  High school. Simply come 
w henever you a re available.  c ont’d  on page 6 
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From the Rabbi 
SUMMER READING 

 

Summer is a round  the c orner! With time aw ay from usual 
routines and , perhaps some time to read , let me share 
w ith you a few  of the books I’ve read  this past yea r a long  
w ith a  few  “ c lassics”  a lw ays w orthy of your attention. 

Sinc e, as Rec onstruc tionist Jew s, 
w e rec ognize that w e live in more 
than one c ivilization simultaneously, 
this list has books of Jew ish and 
general c ontent. My goal here is to 
put a  number of interesting  books 
before you; this is not a  book 
review  disc ussing  about their 
relative strengths and  w eaknesses. I 

look forw ard  to having  those one-on-one or small g roup  
disc ussions w ith you a fter the summer! 

Sinc e last fa ll’s elec tion, relig ion and  state issues have 
been in the spotlight. Some in the Christian relig ious right, 
pa rtic ula rly in the Evangelical camp, have pushed  an 
interp retation of Am erican history that sees the United 
States as founded  as a  “ Christian nation.”  Others merely 
c la im that the founders w ere all relig ious people who 
w ould  be c omfortable w ith an ac tive role of relig ious 
institutions in governmental life. In Susan Jac oby’s book, 
Free Thinkers: A History of American Secularism, one finds 
the ample evidence of the counter a rgument; there w as 
from  the beginning  of our republic  a  lively debate 
betw een “ free-thinkers”  those w ho saw  in rationalism the 
keys to human advancement and  the further 
understanding  of the w orld  a round  us, and  those who 
upheld  revelation as the path to ultimate know ledge. In 
engaging  p rose, Jacoby lays out the ric h, deep  and long  
Americ an tradition of public  sec ula rism as w ell as liberal 
relig ion — w hich strives to find  a plac e for the numinous 
w ithin a  rationalist c ontext. You can find  out more about 
Jacoby and  her w ork at: 
http:/ /www .susanjacoby.com/ index.html. 

The question of the place of fa ith and reason in soc iety is 
fa r from new . In the mid-tw entieth c entury Rabbi Milton 
Steinberg , published  As a Driven Leaf. Set in Roman 
occ upied  Judea  and  the Galilee in the generation 
follow ing the destruc tion of the Second Temple, the book 
follow s the life of Elisha  ben Abuya . Elisha  is a  historic al 
figure mentioned  in the Mishnah and  Talmud. A rabbi, at a  
time w hen the title meant being a  member of the 72 seat 
Sanhedrin, or Jew ish supreme c ourt, Elisha  ben Abuya  is 
(in)famous for being  a  heretic . Steinberg  uses the sketc hy 
outlines of his story from rabbinic  texts to b ring  us a  ta le 
about the limits of fa ith and  reason, and  a  long  look into 
how  Jew s c an try to find  a  place in the dominant c ulture. 
Steinberg  w as a  disc ip le of the founder of 
Rec onstruc tionism Rabbi Mordec hai Kaplan, and  ac tive in 
the ea rly Rec onstruc tionist movement. Although published 
many years ago it is still in p rint from Behrman House in a  
new  edition w ith introduc tion by Chaim Potok (Marc h 
1996). (I find  the first 70 or so pages ha rd  to get through, 
but a fter that it w as ha rd to put dow n. Be persistent! It is 
w orth the w ork.) 

Speaking  about c lassic al Jewish texts, the best book 
introduc ing  these literatures is still Ba rry Holtz’s Bac k to the 
Sources (Simon & Sc huster rep rint edition 1986). With 

c hapters on the different texts — the Tana” kh (Hebrew 
Bible), the Mishnah, Mid rash, Talmud  and  others — Holtz 
opens up  the books that have p reserved  and  shaped 
Jewish life into the modern age. His c ompanion book, 
Finding Our Way: Jewish Texts and the Lives We Lead 
Today offers his insights into w here and how  these texts 
make meaning in c ontempora ry Jew ish lives. 

One more rec ent literature is that of mussar. Mussar 
means ethics, but here refers not only to w hat it is the 
right thing  to do in any spec ific  situation. Mussar is the 
Jewish systems to tra in us to be better, more aw are and  
loving  people. While mussar texts have been w ritten 
throughout Jewish history, it w as in the yeshiva  w orld  of 
Eastern Europe that it took off. Sp ringing  from 
dissatisfac tion from p roduc ing deeply knowledgeable 
young  men w ho might be missing  the deeper emotional 
and  inter-personal reasons for follow ing  the mitzvot, 
d ifferent head  of Yeshivas began to p roduc e methods for 
improving  the c harac ter of their students. Alan Morinis’  
Climbing Jacob's Ladder: One Man's Rediscovery of a 
Jewish Spiritual Tradition (for delivery late May, 2005) is a  
g roundbreaking  book of making  these tec hniques 
accessible in the non-Orthodox w orld. (In the interest of 
full d isc losure, I must add  that I have the p rivilege of 
studying  w ith Alan in Moreh Derekh, the tw o year Spiritual 
Direc tion tra ining  p rog ram that I began in January. You 
c an order Alan’s book online. Surf to: 
http:/ /www .mussarinstitute.org/ books-order.htm or by 
post by c hec king  out the p rices and  shipping  c osts online 
and  mailing your order to: 6545 SW 133rd Drive, FL 33156 . 

While w e a re speaking  of Jew ish literatures, for a  very fun 
read , p ic k up  Aaron Lansky’s Outwitting History: The 
Amazing Adventures of the Man who Rescued a Million 
Yiddish Books (Algonquin Books, 2004). Lansky is the 
founder and  direc tor of The Yiddish Book Center 
(http:/ / yiddishbookcenter.org/ ). As a  g raduate student in 
Yiddish he quickly realized that it w as next to impossible 
to find  Yiddish books in p rint and  that lib ra ries did  not 
have Yiddish c ollec tions. Sta rting  by w ord  of mouth, he 
began to c ollec t books from elderly Eastern European 
Jew s in Canada  and  the USA w ho w ere delighted  to find  
someone, anyone!, interested  in w hat w as so p rec ious to 
them. The stories in this volume of literally pulling  Yiddish 
lib ra ries out of dumpsters a re too many to rec ount here. 
They w ill keep  you alternately laughing  and  c rying , and  
amazed  at how  Lansky and  others (inc luding 
Rec onstruc tionist Rabbi, Sharon Kleinbaum) did  the 
impossible: resc uing  an entire literature that nearly was 
doomed to oblivion as w ere many Yiddish speakers in the 
Sho’ah. 

As you c an tell, I don’t read  muc h fic tion. One novel 
I p ic ked  up  this year w as Phillip  Roth’s The Plot Against 
America. Asking  the historical question “ What if the 
Republicans ran Charles Lindbergh for p resident in 1940 
and  he w on?”  Lindbergh w as both an isolationist and  an 
antisemite w ith public  connec tions to Nazi Germany. 
Seen through the eyes of a  young  fic titious “ Phillip  Roth”  
g row ing  up  in New ark, NJ, The Plot Against Americ a is a  
frightening  look at the p recarious position of Jew s in the  

c ont’d  on page 8 
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B’nai M itzvah Report by Kate Fridkis 
 
First of all, regarding b’nai mitzvah services, I am always honored to participate in them. I clearly remember the 

feeling of connection and community I had the first time I truly helped lead a service. I remember the feel of the reading 
table’s edge beneath my fingers, and I remember the congregation’s eyes on me. I felt then that I was exactly where I 

should be, and I feel that still when I assist Rabbi Tayvah in performing a 
b’nai mitzvah service. 
 A bat or bar mitzvah only happens once for a person. The family plans 
and plans and arranges everything, down to the last detail. The child studies 
and studies and complains and worries and eventually in most cases, 
understands the responsibility and shoulders it willingly and with pride. The 
parents worry and stress and are supportive of their child and cry the day 
that child succeeds in taking part in a service and delivering words of Torah 
and interpreting them. It is a landmark day. A life changing, emotional, rush 
of a day. By every measure, a very important day.  
 I teach students for several months and then I am there with them the 

day they stand before the congregation and sing on their own. I emphasize the fact that while there is much they will 
perform solo; there are also many prayers they will sing with the congregation. Overall, I explain, that day is about the 
community, rather than one person in it. B’nai mitzvah is the exciting, brilliant first step on a path of adulthood. Everyone 
comes to witness a child’s entrance into Jewish adult life. The sanctuary is packed with love and support. It’s as if all of 
the Jews who know this child are saying, “We welcome you.”  
 B’nai mitzvah never gets old, and it never grows dull. Each ceremony is 
unique, just as each child is unique. I enjoy every service I perform. So you can 
better understand my part in the service, I’ ll give a brief outline of it here: I lead 
the morning blessings that encourage people to wake up and appreciate the gift 
of another day. I chant several prayers along the same lines, thanking God for 
the simple things that fill life. I read aloud in English with Rabbi Tayvah and 
sing with him as well. When the b’nai mitzvah child joins us behind the podium 
for the barchu, the call to prayer, I am there to steady her/him. I am beside the 
child for most of the service and I try to offer support and encouragement 
whenever it is needed. I help guide friends and relatives when they come up for 
aliyahs, to bless the Torah, and follow along in the Hebrew while the Torah is 
read so that I can assist the reader. I lead most of the prayers that are sung, and I 
perform the duties of gabbai, if requested. I watch my students and am happy for them.  
 I could probably perform b’nai mitzvah services for the rest of my life and never grow tired of them. For most people, 
being in a room fairly bursting with joy and love is a rare experience. Some months for me, it happens almost every 
weekend.   
Kate Fridkis   
 
 
 
Hebrew High column cont’d from page 4 
Hebrew  High sc hool is a  w ay for the young  Jewish adult to 
c onnec t w ith their peers and continue to lea rn and  g row  in 
Judaism in a  friendly, nurturing  atmosphere. You c an join the 
Hebrew  High at any point in your educ ation post b ’nai 
mitzvah. You do not need to have been a member in p rior 
yea rs to join for this September.  

Registration is now  open. Enroll now  and  have the 
opportunity to g ive us your input w ith regards to c urriculum 
development. Remember if you w ant to be a  Toranim or 
tutor, pa rtic ipation in Hebrew  High is required. Why not g ive it 
a  try? And  a fter you have registered , w hy not call a  friend 
and  enc ourage them to do the same?  

Shalom , 

Karen Fridkis, c hair 
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New JCCBM Book Club a Resounding Suc c ess 
 
On Monday night, May 9, nine women ga thered  a t Joan Weisb la tt’ s house to  d iscuss “ A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn,”  the first book of severa l the book c lub p lans to  cover in 2005. Although c lub  members will read  a 
variety o f books (fic tion and  non-fic tion, old  and  new, Jewish and  non-Jewish subjec ts), “ Tree”  was p ic ked  as 
the first because it is a  c lassic , appea ls to  women of a ll ages, and  because, surprising ly, most o f the women in 
this book-loving group had never read it before. 

It got rave reviews and  stirred  nosta lg ic  memories for severa l o f the members, espec ia lly those born in the New 
York City boroughs. Although Joan had  prepa red  a  d iscussion guide, questions to  prod  this group  to  ta lk 
weren’ t rea lly nec essa ry. Peop le d iscussed , d igressed , and  d isagreed  with enthusiasm. We had  a  grea t time, 
and  a re looking forward to doing this again next month. 

Anyone can jo in the group  as long as they a re a ) fema le 
and  b ) members of the JCCBM. No long-term 
c ommitment is nec essa ry. Just ca ll the host o f the next 
month’ s group  and  tell her you’ re c oming. If you don’ t 
enjoy yourself, don’ t c ome bac k. Or only c ome to  the 
meetings tha t are d iscussing books you’ve read  and 
liked , or read  and  ha ted , or haven’ t read  but want to 
hear about anyway. 

The Book Club  is sc heduled  to  meet on the following 
days to  d iscuss these books: 

 
June 13 The Namesakeby Jhumpa  Lahiri 
No meeting in July 
August 8  The Outside World  by Tova  Mirvis 
Sep t. 12 Omaha  Blues : A Memory Loop  by Joseph 
Lelyveld . 
 
The June meeting ’ s host and  d iscussion leader is Debbie Grauer. If you’d  like to  c ome, c a ll her a t 609-466-2206 
or email a t debbie@ourowndomain.c om for more informa tion. 
 
 

NOW IS THE TIME TO START 
SINGING WITH KOL AHAVA 

 
The vocal ensemble is looking for a few 

good musicians. 
 

Singers, accompanists, 
please join us! 

 
If you are interested in 

performing with us for High 
Holidays, please call 

Sharon Underberg-Davis at 
908-359-9716 

 
 



Jewish Community 
Rabbi’s c olumn cont’d from page 5 
USA before WWII. (If you have family c onnec tions to p re-
w ar New ark, you’ ll enjoy Roth’s masterful depic tions of 
the neighborhoods and  people of then New  Jersey’s 
p remiere c ity.) Could  it happen here? Read this novel 
and  ask yourself. 

Clashing  c ultures, the c hoices w e make and  sc ience 
a re the topics of Charles Wohlforth’s The Whale and the 
Supercomputer (North Point Press, April 21, 2004) w hic h 
p resents the very real effec ts of c limate c hange in the 
pa rt of the w orld  c urrently most effec ted  by g reenhouse 
gas induc ed  global w arming: the Artic . Working  w ith both 
Iñupiat (Eskimos) and  sc ientists, Wohlforth asks us to 
c onsider radically d ifferent w ays of know ing  about the 
w orld  a round  us and  c hallenges us to consider how  our 
ac tions in c onsuming  petroleum effec ts the planet. Lest 
you think this is a  book about the “ noble environmentally 
sensitive natives vs. the rapac ious c onsumer c ulture of the 
USA”  you’ ll be in for a  surp rise. You’ ll meet junk food 
munc hing  Iñupiat out on shore ice w haling  w ith their 
snowmobiles, and  vegeta rian sc ientists eac h trying  to 
make sense of huge planeta ry forces and  our p lace in 
them. 

Finally, to the biggest p ic ture w e can perceive w ith 
our senses: the universe. Peter Galison’s Einstein’s Clocks 
And Poincar’s Maps (W. W. Norton & Company, August, 
2003) A view  of the tec hnological p roblems being  solved 
in the late nineteenth c entury (simultaneity in longitude 
measurement and  sync hronizing  distant c loc ks in a  c ity or 
a long  a  ra il system) that lead  Einstein to his intellec tual 
b reakthroughs of 1905, the year he published  his 
g roundw ork papers c hanging  our understanding  of the 
c osmos forever. If you like a  good  ta le w ell told , if you are 
interested  in questions of how  the universe w orks and  
how  these still new  realizations c an effec t how  w e see our 
p lace in the universe this book w ill capture your interest. 

No matter how  you spend your summer, may it be a 
time of rest and  re-c reation! 

� � � � ��� �� � � 	 
�� � � 
 � � �

�

" Strengthening Israel By 
Protecting Her Democracy"  

Peter  Edelman,  

President New Israel Fund 

Thursday, June 2, 8:00 P.M.  

Germantown Jewish Centre,  

400 West Ellet Street, Philadelphia 
This program is cosponsored by the Israel Affairs Committee 
of the Germantown Jewish Centre and the American Jewish 
Committee, Philadelphia Chapter.For more information, 
contact: (215) 844-1507 or e-mail 
office@germantownjewishcentre.org 

Peter Edelman is a professor of law at the Georgetown 
University Law Center. A renowned social policy expert, he 
served in President Clinton’s Administration as Assistant 
Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services. 
He is the author of Searching for America’s Heart: RFK and 
the Renewal of Hope and has written extensively on poverty, 
constitutional law and issues concerning children and youth. 

New Israel Fund (NIF) works to strengthen Israel©s democracy 
and promote freedom, justice and equality for all Israel©s 
citizens. For 26 years, NIF has played a leadership role in 
building a just and strong Israel, believing that Israel©s strength 
depends as much on its commitment to democratic principles 
as on its ability to defend itself against physical and military 
threats. www.nif.org 

� � � � ��� �� 	 �
 � � � � 
 �   
� �� �� ��� � ��� �� � � �� � � ��� �� � � �� �   
� � ���� � � � � �   
� � � � �� � � �� � � � � � �� � � � 
 �   
 ��� �!   
" �#�� � �$ � �#%�$� �&! � ' �   
( ' &) *�� � ' �� ) � � �� 	 �+�' )   
� �� � � � 
 � , -� .+� � �   

�
�

Youth Group News 

We are here for you… 

�
�
Are you unemployed, underemployed, or 

seeking a career change? 
 

JFS offers: 
* Individualized career counseling       * Monthly Job Seekers 

Support Group 
* Resume Critique     * Job Search Assistance 

 
Call (908) 725-7799 for more information 

Located at 150-A West High St., Somerville 
 

JFS is a nonprofit, nondiscriminatory social service agency 
working to preserve and strengthen the quality 

of individual, family and community life based on Jewish 
values 
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In May there w ere a bunc h of p lans and events for the 
JCCBM teens. There w ere tw o sc heduled  youth g roup  
events in May, p lus several added  events. Youth g roup  
members w ere asked  to help babysit at the Annual 
Membership Meeting a fter the siyyum. In mid-May, a  year-
end  Lag  B©Omer celeb ration w ith c amp fire w as in the 
planning  stages as w as the annual yea r-end  Hebrew  High 
pa rty at the Krisiloff©s.  

JCCBM YOUTH GROUP 

On May 15, a  hearty g roup  of teens volunteered  their time 
to ra ise funds for the shul. Arriving  at temple before the 
sta rt of Hebrew  sc hool, they c ame w ith a rms full of home-
baked  treats. A fold ing  table quic kly filled  w ith b row nies, 
festively dec orated  c upc akes, m uffins, and  an assortment 
of cookies inviting  all w ho passed  to stop  for a  morning  
treat. When not selling , the youth g roup  ran a  c a r w ash. 
Though rain w as forecasted , the skies remained  mostly 
c lea r as they soaped , sp rayed , w ashed , and  d ried a  
steady stream of c ongregant©s c a rs. Should  I mentioned 
that they they also soaped , sp rayed , and  w ashed  eac h 
other? Many thanks to teen pa rtic ipants, Aaron Ketofsky, 
Danny Lazare, Dan Krisiloff, Josh Cige, Cara  D©Andrea , Liz 
Sm ulian, Rac hel Burns, Matt Rosenthal, Jon Yuresko, Brian 
Rosenberg , and  b rief appearances by Jacob  Burns and  
Jake Fridkis. Kathy Ketofsky and  Debbie Lazare took 
c harge of the mighty task of organizing  the morning  and  
supervising  the teen©s w ork. Many, many thanks to both of 
them for their w illingness to make this event p rog ress so 
smoothly. 

The youth g roup  raised  over $400. Thanks go to the 
c ongregation for their generosity and  their pa rtic ipation. 
Many came and  bought from the bake sale and  stopped 
to have their ca r w ashed. Numerous people gave an 
extra  donation for the services p rovided  and  all were 
friendly and supportive of the teens. Thank you.  

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday afternoon, June 12, 2005 

In the planning  stages now  is a  final youth g roup  event for 
this sc hool yea r. How  about an a fternoon of miniature golf 
or a  picnic  and  Frisbee in the pa rk or a  hike in an 
interesting  forest? Details w ill follow  via  email. Keep  an eye 
open for our next event on your email. 

REGIONAL RECONSTRUCTIONIST YOUTH GROUP 

The May event is a trip to Ellis Island to visit the Immigration 
Museum w ith the possibility of a lso visiting  the Statue of 
Liberty. Once again youth advisor, Josh Goldsmith, is 
organizing the trip. Josh has lead the youth g roup this year 
in a  series of suc cessful events ranging  from a  shul-in at the 
JCCBM, a trip  to Brooklyn, a  c oncert in Trenton, and  
finishing  the year w ith the Ellis Island  event. We thank Josh 
for his time and leadership . 

The regional g roup  youth g roup  events w ill sta rt again in 
the autumn. 

PRE-TEEN EVENTS  

The p re-teens ended their yea r w ith their final p izza  party. 
Many thanks to all those involved  in hosting  these m onthly 
soc ials for the child ren in 5th through 7th g rades. The 
monthly pa rties w ere an opportunity for the younger 

c hild ren to have an introduc tion to youth g roup  events. 
By remaining  an hour a fter Hebrew  sc hool onc e a  month 
on a  Wednesday evening , they w ere able to spend  time 
together and  get to know  their fellow  c lassmates a  bit 
better. We look forw ard  to continuing  these monthly 
soc ials in September. Thank you to c oordinators Andrea 
Bradley, Lori Konkow ski, Faye Brookman, and  others for 
making  these events happen. Without their pa rtic ipation, 
these soc ials w ould  not have oc c urred . Volunteers are 
alw ays needed. Why not join the fun and  help  out w ith a  
youth event? Your suggestions and pa rtic ipation are 
w elcome. 

Shalom ,     Ka ren Fridkis, youth g roup c hair 
kfridkis@comcast.net 

 
 

HEBREW HIGH 
 

This past month in Hebrew  High School w e have 

managed to cover many topic s that have been both 

interesting  and  educ ational. We have disc ussed  w hat our 

ba r and  bat mitzvahs meant to us the day of and  how 

they have c ome to a ffec t our lives today as long  as tw o 

years later. We also w ent matzo baking  in an outdoor 

oven at the Waldorf Sc hool the w eek before Passover 

and  found  how  hard  it w as to add  w ater and  flour, mix, 

kneed , roll, poke, and  bake matzo in only eighteen 

minutes.  

The next w eek w e ta lked  about Passover and  the law s 

that a re enforc ed  for eac h sec t of the Jew ish relig ion that 

tell of w hat w e can and  c annot eat. To some of us, the 

new s c ame as a  shoc k. In the final w eeks of the past 

month w e ta lked about the upcoming  Holoc aust 

Remembranc e Day of Yom Hashoah and  how  as 

teenagers w e a re often not exposed  to the entire p ic ture. 

We disc ussed  how  the topic  is approac hed  in eac h of 

our individual public  sc hools and  how  as a  Jewish 

teenager today, w hat it  really means to remember. 

Overall, the past month in Hebrew  High Sc hool has been 

both fun and meaning ful. 

Rachel Burns 
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What are blessings for  if not to be shared?  
What©s going on at the JCC of Belle Mead, NJ?  

July 2005 
24 Sivan 5765 - 24 Tammuz 5765 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

24 Sivan1  
 ¡¡8:16PM 

  

25 Sivan2  
 §9:19PM 

Korah: Num. 16.1-18.32. 
I Samuel 11.14-12.22   

26 Sivan3  

  

27 Sivan4  

  

28 Sivan5  

  

29 Sivan6  

  

30 Sivan7  

ROSH HODESH I 
Num. 28.1-15.   

1 Tammuz 8  
 ¡¡8:14PM 

ROSH HODESH II 
Num. 28.1-15.  

"Food for Thought" 
Kabbalat Shabbat Worship 

service 7:45 PM   

2 Tammuz 9  
 §9:17PM 

Hukkat: Num. 19.1-22.1. 
Judges 11.1-33.   

3 Tammuz 10  
 

  

4 Tammuz 11  
 

  

5 Tammuz 12  
 

  

6 Tammuz 13  
 

  

7 Tammuz 14  
 

  

8 Tammuz 15  
 ¡¡8:11PM 

  

9 Tammuz 16  
 §9:13PM 

Balak: Num. 22.2-25.9. 
Micah 5.6-6.8.   

10 Tammuz 17  
 

  

11 Tammuz 18  
 

  

12 Tammuz 19  
 

  

13 Tammuz 20  
 

  

14 Tammuz 21  
 

  

15 Tammuz 22  
 ¡¡8:06PM 

Musical Kabbalat Shabbat 
worship Service &  

honoring the month©s 
birthdays &  anniversaries 

7:45 pm   

16 Tammuz 23  
 §9:09PM 

Pinhas: Num. 25.10-30.1. 
I Kings 18.46-19.21.  

9:30 AM Shaharit service - 
Ilana Berger celebrates 
becoming a bat mitzvah   

17 Tammuz 24  
 §9:08PM 

FAST OF TAMMUZ 17  
Morning: Exo. 32.11-14, 
34.1-10. Afternoon: Exo. 

32.11-14, 34.1-10. 
Afternoon: Isaiah 55.6-
56.8 (Sephardi ritual: 
Hosea 14.2-10, Micah 

7.18-20).   

18 Tammuz 25  
 

  

19 Tammuz 26  
 

  

20 Tammuz 27  
 

  

21 Tammuz 28  
 

  

22 Tammuz 29  
 ¡¡8:00PM 

  

23 Tammuz 30  
 §9:02PM 

Mattot: Num. 30.2-32.42. 
Jeremiah 1.1-2.3.   

24 Tammuz 31  
 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  
[¡¡Candle Lighting, §Observance End. Times are for Belle Mead, NJ]  
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What are blessings for  if not to be shared?  
What©s going on at the JCC of Belle Mead, NJ?  

June 2005 
23 Iyyar  5765 - 23 Sivan 5765 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 

  

 

  

 

  

23 Iyyar 
38 L©Omer 

1  
 

Youth Education 
committee 7:30 PM   

24 Iyyar 
39 L©Omer 

2  
 

  

25 Iyyar 
40 L©Omer 

3  
 ¡¡8:06PM 

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM 

Singing &  Story-telling 
Kabbalat Shabbat worship 

service 7 pm   

26 Iyyar 
41 L©Omer 

4  
 §9:10PM 

Bemidbar: Num. 1.1-4.20. 
Hosea 2.1-22.  

9:30 AM Shaharit service - 
Sarah Van Peenen 

celebrates becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah   

27 Iyyar 
42 L©Omer 

5  
 

  

28 Iyyar 
43 L©Omer 

6  
 §9:11PM 

YOM YERUSHALAYIM  

29 Iyyar 
44 L©Omer 

7  
 

  

1 Sivan
45 L©Omer

8  

ROSH HODESH 
Num. 28.1-15.   

2 Sivan 
46 L©Omer 

9  
 

  

3 Sivan 
47 L©Omer 

10  
 ¡¡8:11PM 

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM 

"Food for Thought" 
Kabbalat Shabbat Worship 

service 7:45 PM   

4 Sivan
48 L©Omer

11  
 §9:14PM 

Naso: Num. 4.21-7.89. 
Judges 13.2-25.   

5 Sivan
49 L©Omer

12  
 ¡¡8:12PM 

EREV SHAVUOT  

6 Sivan 13  
 §9:15PM 

SHAVUOT (YIZKOR)  
Exo. 19.1-20.23, Num. 

28.26-31. 
Ezekiel 1.1-28,3.12.   

7 Sivan14  

  

8 Sivan15  

  

9 Sivan16  

  

10 Sivan 17  
 ¡¡8:14PM 

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM 

Musical Kabbalat Shabbat 
worship Service &  

honoring the month©s 
birthdays &  anniversaries 

7:45 pm   

11 Sivan 18  
 §9:17PM 

Behaalotekha: Num. 8.1-
12.16. 

Zechariah 2.14-4.7.  
9:30 AM Shaharit service - 

Jennifer Auerbach 
celebrates becoming a Bat 

Mitzvah   
12 Sivan19  

  

13 Sivan20  

  

14 Sivan21  

Board of Trustees meeting 
7:30 PM   

15 Sivan22  

  

16 Sivan23  

  

17 Sivan 24  
 ¡¡8:16PM 

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM –  

"Rekindling the Flame" 
Shabbat dinner at the JCC 
of Belle Mead 6:30 pm -- 
Kabbalat Shabbat worship 

service 7:45 pm   

18 Sivan 25  
 §9:19PM 

Shelah: Num. 13.1-15.41. 
Joshua 2.1-24.  

9:30 AM Shaharit service - 
Lindsey Milich celebrates 
becoming a Bat Mitzvah   

19 Sivan26  

  

20 Sivan27  

  

21 Sivan28  

  

22 Sivan29  

  

23 Sivan30  

  

 

  

 

  
[¡¡Candle Lighting, §Observance End. Times are for Belle Mead, NJ]  

 
See July calendar to the left 

�
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Committee Chairs 
Committee Chair 

Ad ult Ed uc a tion Ra b b i Micha el Ta yva h 
908-359-0420 Rabb iJCCBM @Earthlink.net 

B©na i Mitzvah Meryl Orla nd o  732-329-8945 
Board  of Trustees 3rd  Tues. Ed  Krisilo ff 908-359-0560 

Build ing / Grounds/ Dec or And y Sokel 609-466-8749 
Andsok@aol.c om   

By-La ws Vic tor Elgort 908-874-8535 
vselgort@nmmlaw.c om  

Educ a tion 1st Wed . Ka ren Frid kis 609-333-1119 
Fina nc e Joa n Weisb la tt 908-874-3529 
Fund  Ra ising  VACANT �  
Hosp ita lity Na ta lie  Lond on 908-874-6952 

Life Cyc le Sheryl Rosenb erg 908-253-7049 
swellc ourt@verizon.net 

Long  Ra nge Pla nning  VACANT �  

Membership  Joa n Weisb la tt 908-874-3529 
Deb b ie Tesser 908-904-0457 

Men’s Club  Bob  Fa ss 609-466-0146 

Newsletter Ka ren Ba rtels 609-921-1811 
ka ren.ba rtels@verizon.net 

Nursery Sc hoo l Deb b ie La mp f 908-466-4165 
Pegg y Fa ss 609-466-0146 

Pub lic ity Ja nis Tod d  609-799-8384 
Re lig ion 4th Tues. VACANT �  
Sisterhood  Jud y Ed elson  908- 281-4293 
Soc ia l/ Ac tiv ities VACANT �  
Tec hno logy Ba rry Kirsch 908-359-7872 
Tikkun Ola m VACANT �  
Tree of Life Dona tions Shelley Nord  908-874-8464 
Youth Ac tiv ities Ka ren Frid kis 609-333-1119 
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Fulfilling the religious, educa tional and  soc ia l needs 
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The JCCBM Newsletter is published monthly, except July.  
Deadline is the 15th of each month. 
Every effort will be made to publish contributed items, but due to 
space restrict ions, placement and format are at the discretion of 
the editor. 
Advertising Policy. You can advertise in this newsletter to inform the 
community of your business or profession. Advertising is accepted 
based on its interest and applicability to our readership. Location in the 
newsletter is at the editor’s discretion. The JCCBM does not 
necessarily endorse or vouch for the products and 
services of our advertisers The newsletter is published 11 times per 
year (no issue in July). E-mail a file with the art to the editor, or provide 
camera-ready art on clean, white background. Advertiser responsibility 
to meet deadlines. Rates are low and must be paid in advance. For 
information and a rate sheet, please contact the editor. 
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