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PRESDENTS MESSAGE

The kids will soon be out of school, the days are getting longer
and there won’t be frost on the ground in the moming for the
next number of monthd The summer season isupon us. Here at
the JCCBM we are actively planning for the 2005-2006 year with
excitement. We are committed to offering additional programs
at the synagogue and we will hope to offer a number of
Saturday morning services, adult education and more frequent
activitiesfor the entire community.

For the monthsof July and August we will be running Fiday night serviceson a
biweekly bass, so keep an eye on the bulletin or website for the exact datesand
times. We will also include one “Shabbat under the Sars’ which is always fun for
everyone attending.

At the general meeting we discussed our upcoming membership drive for the
fall season. There will be a lot of work necessary during the next few months to
make this effort successful and we could use your help. If you can participate in
any way, please contact any board memberand we will happily put you in touch
with someone to help start the ballrolling.
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Committee Happenings
THE JCCBM WANTS YOU!!!

| just have joined Debbie Tesser as Co-Chair of the
Membership Committee. | really have no time to do this,
but | realize that the survival and prosperity of the JCCBM
hinges on an increase in membership. We have lost 25
percent of our membership in the lag few years It is
imperative that we reverse this trend. If you care about
the JCCBM and you want to see it continue and flourish,
please join Debbie, me, Richard Rosenberg and Sharon
Cagperon the Membership Committee. We would like to
recruit 10 membersto the committee. If you were to join
us, what would you have to do? You would help us
spruce up the membership packet, follow up with callsto
prospective members who have requesed those
packets and help us plan and participate in events
dedgned to bring in new members and cultivate our
exiging membership. | have consulted with a
membership maven from another synagogue and have
some innovative waysto bring in new memberswhich I@
love to share with you. Thisis not a job for a few people
and that is why | am asking you to join us; the more
people we have, the less responsbility falls on any one
person. Pease let me know that you will help and callme
at work at 732-545-4717, at home after 7 at 908-874-3529
or email me jweisblatt@hoaglandlongo.com. You may
also call Debbie Tesser at 908-904-0457 or email her at
dbtesser@earthlink.net

Thanks, %

HOAGIAND, LONGO, MORAN, Dunst & Doukas, LILP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

JOAN ALSTER WEISBLATT

40 Paterson Street, Box 480 Tel:(732) 545-4717
New Brunswick, NJ 08903 Fax: (732) 545-4579
EMail: Joan_Weisblatt@HoaglandLongo.com

SISTERHOOD

dgterhood is winding up the season with a dinner at Thai
Kitchen 111, located at 649 Route 206 Hillsborough,
908.904.8036. Our get together on Wednesday June 15
sans at 7 p.m., Pease RSVP by calling Judi Edelson at
908.281.4253 no laterthan June 13.

All members of sserhood want to thank Judi for her hard
work over the last two years as our presdent and look
forward to next fallsmeetings.

Sgterhood collects toiletries for the local shelters. So folks if
you travel on busnessor are off with the family thissummer,
please collect the small bottles of toiletries at your hotels
and drop them off at the temple.

Joe Himelfarb

Design Consultant

Phone (908) 528-3611 y .
Fax (732) 762-2804 @ @ [‘LL' @
Jhimelfarb@anthonysylvan.com Its Where America Swins*

Women'’s Book Club
June meeting: Monday, June 13, 7:45 pm
Book:The Namesake, by Jhumpa Labhiri
For the meeting’s location,
Contact: Debbie Grauer, 609-466-2206

Debbie@ourowndomain.com

see the report of the first book club meeting on page 7
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JCC Donations

The JCC gratefully acknowledgesthe generosty of our
membersand friends.

Regular Donations

Members

TESSER MEMORIAL FUND

Jeff Bachrach &
Karen Cohen

Harvey Tesser Memorial Build
Fund

Jeff Bachrach
and Karen Cohen

In memory of Murray Burka

Alan & Janis Todd

Harvey Tesser Memorial Build
Fund

Jeff Bachrach
and Karen Cohen

In honor of Aaron Skoultchi
Bar Mitzvah

Richard & Elizabeth
Nadler

Harvey Tesser Memorial Build
Fund

Jeff Bachrach
and Karen Cohen

In honor of Danica Price Bat
Mitzvah

David & Pamela
Baker

Harvey Tesser Memorial Build
Fund

Kenneth & Shelley
Nord

General Donation

Michael & Joyce
Ordun

Harvey Tessey Memorial Build
Fund

Marc & Harlene
Rosenberg

In memory of Thelma Hendel

JCCBM Men® Club

In memory of Paula Ross®
mother, Thelma Hendel

Michael & Lisa
Auerbach

Harvey Tesser Memorial Build
Fund

Brian Cige & Shari
Hlen Diamond

In memory of Herbert
Diamond and Sdney
Kornblum

Marc, Harlene &
Brian Rosenberg

In honor of Bob Fass

Janet Burns

Donation to Hebrew School

Youth Group

Donation from Car Wash

Youth Group

Donation

Hebrew In memory of Debbie Grauer's
Education father, Joshua J. Grauer
Committee

Non-Members
Ethel Chidell In memory of Sophie

Goldstein

Renee Kurjan

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of
our Grandson, Michael

Goldman

LASHIRS Annual
Spring Concert

Sunday, June 12t 2005
2:30 pm
Richardson Auditorium

Princeton University




Hebrew School Happenings

S hool gartsagain on September, please markyour
calendars

9/7 classWed Backto Shool 5-7

9/11 ClassSun Back to S hool K-4

9/14 ClassWed Craft

9/18 Class Sun Craft

9/21 ClassWed cooking

9/24 7t grade Mincha service and
Sichot

9/25 Class Sun cooking

9/28 ClassWed

The Rabbi led a special prayer sesson for the Hfth
through Seventh Graders to mark
Yom HaShoah, Holocaust
Remembrance Day. Vera
Nussenbaum came and told our
Hfth and Sxth Grade classes her
sory and the story of her cousn’s
experience in World War Il Poland.
Mrs. Nussenbaum was on the first
Kindertransgport. The photographs
and d<ories that she shared with
our sudents and our community
helped usremember.

Sudents made falafel, humus, and Israeli salad to
commemorate Israeli Independence Day. Israel is 57 this
year! Sudentsin 39 and 4th grade created cityscapeson
tin foil. Afth and Sxth gradershad the opportunity to leamn
how to crochet Kippot or decorate a cotton Kippah with
fabric markers.

Seventh Graders
made Tallitot with
their parents. It was
a wonderful project

that will be
repeated with next
year's seventh

grade in September. Parents, | will be
sending out an email in August with the fabric
requirements.

We will continue collecting for Jewish National Fund in
the fall. Our blue box collection brought in over $400.
Great job!

The syum waswonderful. Kindergarteners

sang “Dreidel, Dreidel” and danced in

dreidel costumes. Frst graders sang “Af,

peh, ozen” (Nose, mouth, ear) and told

of their favorite bible stories Hfth graders

did skits about the Exodus from Egypt.

Sxth graders performed a skit about the

Holocaust. Our music teacher, Debbie Grauer, led
everyone in song and our dance teacher, Vera Gallied
led everyone in Israeli Dancing.

REMINDERS

Please s£nd in your registration feesand registration forms
soonerratherthan later.

Kindergarteners get Hebrew letter recognition. FHrst
graders get sound symbol correspondence. Second
gradersleamn the vowelsand how to sound out the letters
with vowels in short syllables. There is a lot of learning
happening in the eary grades, please don’t let your child
miss out!

I had a terific time working with your children thisyear. |
learned so much from theirquestionsand reactions. Have
a great summer!

Hebrew School Principal
HEBREW HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

To better inform the community of the educational
programsforteensat the JCCBM, there will be a monthly
column in the newdetter entitled Hebrew High Sthool
News.

The Hebrew High Shool, formery known as Confirmation
class, will meet in two separate sessons this coming
autumn. Sudents in grades 8 and 9 wil meet on
Wednesday evenings from 5:00-7:00. Teens in 10-12th
grade will continue to meet on Thursday evenings from
5:00-7:00.

A new committee has been formed that focuses on
Hebrew High Shool. Members include Natalie London,
Harene Rosenberg, Mindy Weinberg, and Karen Hidkis,
chair. The committee is open and additional members
are welcome. To join, contact me at
kfridkis@comcadt.net.

Are you a parent of a current 7t or 8th grade student? If
so, please consder participating in the planning of the
new Hebrew High Wednesday class. Your input is
important to the success of the program. We are
planning on holding a meeting, hopefully sometime in
June, forboth parentsand sudentsto discussthe class.
Post b@nitzvah gudents are encouraged to join the
Hebrew High school as a way of continuing to learn
about Judaism and deepen the bonds of friendship with
their Hebrew school classmates. After completing their
b@itzvah in their 7th grade year, students have the
option of continuing the year with their current class or
joining the 8th and 9th grade Hebrew High. This
innovative classismodeled after adult education classes
with the added twist of a weekly dinner. Sudentswill be
given the opportunity to asist in the Hebrew school,
dedgn and carry out tzedaka projects, debate ethics,
study Torah, explore Jewish practices and holidays and
much more in a casual, supportive atmosphere. Did |
mention that there willbe snacks, too?

With the realization that our teens have numerous
demandson theirtime, the Hebrew High willbe desgned
to accommodate those who are unable to attend each
weekly class. If you are studying for a final, practicing for
a recital, or participating in a seasonal sport, you can ill
participate in Hebrew High school. Smply come
wheneveryou are available. cont’'d onpage 6




Fom the Rabbi

SUMMER READING

Summeris around the corner! With time away from usual
routines and, perhaps some time to read, let me share
with you a few of the booksI've read thispast year along
with a few “classcs’ always worthy of your attention.
Snce, as Recondgructionist Jews,
we recoghnize that we live in more
than one civilization smultaneoudy,
this lis has books of Jewish and
general content. My goal here isto
put a number of interesting books
before you; this is not a book
review discussing about their
relative srengthsand weaknesses. |
look forward to having those one-on-one or small group
discussonswith you afterthe summer!

Snce lag fall’'s election, religion and sate issues have
been in the sgotlight. Some in the Christian religious right,
particularly in the BEvangelical camp, have pushed an
interpretation of American history that sees the United
Sates as founded as a “Chrigtian nation.” Others merely
claim that the founders were all religious people who
would be comfortable with an active role of religious
ingtitutions in governmental life. In Susan Jacoby’s book,
Fee Thinkers: A History of American Secularism, one finds
the ample evidence of the counter argument; there was
from the beginning of our republic a lively debate
between “free-thinkers’ those who saw in rationalisn the
keys to human advancement and the further
underganding of the word around us, and those who
upheld revelation as the path to ultimate knowledge. In
engaging prose, Jacoby lays out the rich, deep and long
American tradition of public secularism as well as liberal
religion — which srives to find a place for the numinous
within a rationalist context. You can find out more about
Jacoby and her work at:
http://www .susanjacoby.com/index.html.

The quedion of the place of faith and reason in society is
far from new. In the mid-twentieth century Rabbi Milton
Seinberg, published As a Driven Leaf. Set in Roman
occupied Judea and the Galilee in the generation
following the destruction of the Second Temple, the book
follows the life of Hisha ben Abuya. Hisha is a hisorical
figure mentioned in the Mishnah and Talmud. A rabbi, at a
time when the title meant being a member of the 72 seat
Sanhedrin, or Jewish supreme court, Hisha ben Abuya is
(in)famous for being a heretic. Seinberg usesthe sketchy
outlines of his story from rabbinic texts to bring us a tale
about the limits of faith and reason, and a long look into
how Jewscan try to find a place in the dominant culture.
Seinberg was a disiple of the founder of
Reconsructionism Rabbi Mordechai Kaplan, and active in
the early Recongructionist movement. Although published
many years ago it is gill in print from Behrman House in a
new edition with introduction by Chaim Potok (March
1996). (I find the first 70 or so pages hard to get through,
but after that it was hard to put down. Be persstent! It is
worth the work.)

Feaking about classical Jewish texts, the bes book
introducing these literatures is till Barry HoltzZ s Back to the
Sources (Smon & Shuster reprint edition 1986). With

chapters on the different texts — the Tana”kh (Hebrew
Bible), the Mishnah, Midrash, Talmud and others — Holtz
opens up the books that have preserved and shaped
Jewish life into the modemn age. His companion book,
Fnding Our Way: Jewish Texts and the Lives We Lead
Today offers his indghts into where and how these texts
make meaning in contemporary Jewish lives.

One more recent literature is that of mussar. Mussar
means ethics, but here refers not only to what it is the
right thing to do in any specific Stuation. Mussar is the
Jewish sysemsto train usto be better, more aware and
loving people. While mussar texts have been written
throughout Jewish history, it was in the yeshiva world of
Easern FEurope that it took off. Springing from
dissatifaction from producing deeply knowledgeable
young men who might be missng the deeper emotional
and inter-personal reasons for following the mitzvot,
different head of Yeshivasbeganto produce methodsfor
improving the character of their ssudents. Alan Morinis
Climbing Jacob's Ladder: One Man's Rediscovery of a
Jewish Spiritual Tradition (for delivery late May, 2005) is a
groundbreaking book of making these techniques
accessble in the non-Orthodox word. (In the interest of
full disclosure, | must add that | have the priviege of
studying with Alan in Moreh Derekh, the two year Sirtual
Direction training program that | began in January. You
can order Alan’s  book online. urf to:
http://www.mussaringitute.org/books-order.htm or by
pos by checking out the pricesand shipping costsonline
and mailing yourorderto: 6545 SW 133rd Drive, A 33156 .

While we are speaking of Jewish literatures, for a very fun
read, pick up Aaron Lansky’s Outwitting History: The
Amazing Adventures of the Man who Rescued a Million
Yiddish Books (Algonquin Books, 2004). Lansky is the
founder and director of The Yiddish Book Center
(http://yiddishbookcenter.org/). Asa graduate sudent in
Yiddish he quickly realized that it was next to impossble
to find Yiddish books in print and that libraries did not
have Yiddish collections. Sarting by word of mouth, he
began to collect books from elderly Easern European
Jewsin Canada and the USA who were delighted to find
someone, anyone!, interested in what was so preciousto
them. The gories in this volume of literally pulling Yiddish
libraries out of dumpsters are too many to recount here.
They will keep you altermnately laughing and crying, and
amazed at how Lansky and others (including
Recongructionist Rabbi, Sharon Keinbaum) did the
impossble: rescuing an entire literature that neary was
doomed to oblivion aswere many Yiddish speakersin the
Sho’ah.

Asyou cantell, I don’t read much fiction. One novel
| picked up this year was Phillip Roth’s The Plot Against
America. Asking the higtorical quesion “What if the
Republicans ran Charles Lindbergh for presdent in 1940
and he won?” Lindbergh was both an isolationist and an
antisemite with public connections to Naz Germmany.
Seen through the eyes of a young fictitious “Phillip Roth”
growing up in Newark, NJ, The Plot Against America is a
frightening look at the precarious postion of Jewsin the

cont’d on page 8




B’nai Mitzvah Report by Kate Fridkis

First of all, regarding b’ nai mitzvah services, | am always honored to participate in them. | clearly remember the
feeling of connection and community | had the first time | truly helped lead a service. | remember the feel of the reading
table's edge beneath my fingers, and | remember the congregation’s eyes on me. | felt then that | was exactly where |

should be, and | fedl that still when | assist Rabbi Tayvah in performing a
b’ nai mitzvah service.

A bat or bar mitzvah only happens once for a person. The family plans
and plans and arranges everything, down to the last detail. The child studies
and studies and complains and worries and eventually in most cases,
understands the responsibility and shoulders it willingly and with pride. The
parents worry and stress and are supportive of their child and cry the day
that child succeeds in taking part in a service and delivering words of Torah
and interpreting them. It is alandmark day. A life changing, emotional, rush
of aday. By every measure, avery important day.

| teach students for several months and then | am there with them the

day they stand before the congregation and sing on their own. | emphasize the fact that while there is much they will
perform solo; there are also many prayers they will sing with the congregation. Overall, | explain, that day is about the
community, rather than one person in it. B'nai mitzvah is the exciting, brilliant first step on a path of adulthood. Everyone
comes to witness a child's entrance into Jewish adult life. The sanctuary is packed with love and support. It's as if all of

the Jews who know this child are saying, “We welcome you.”

B'nai mitzvah never gets old, and it never grows dull. Each ceremony is
unique, just as each child is unique. | enjoy every service | perform. So you can
better understand my part in the service, I'll give a brief outline of it here: | lead
the morning blessings that encourage people to wake up and appreciate the gift
of another day. | chant several prayers along the same lines, thanking God for
the smple things that fill life. | read aloud in English with Rabbi Tayvah and
sing with him as well. When the b’nai mitzvah child joins us behind the podium
for the barchu, the call to prayer, | am there to steady her/him. | am beside the
child for most of the service and | try to offer support and encouragement
whenever it is needed. | help guide friends and relatives when they come up for
aliyahs, to bless the Torah, and follow along in the Hebrew while the Torah is
read so that | can assist the reader. | lead most of the prayers that are sung, and |

perform the duties of gabbai, if requested. | watch my students and am happy for them.
| could probably perform b’ nai mitzvah services for the rest of my life and never grow tired of them. For most people,
being in a room fairly bursting with joy and love is a rare experience. Some months for me, it happens almost every

weekend.
Kate Fridkis

Hebrew High column cont’ d from page 4

Hebrew High school isa way for the young Jewish adult to
connect with their peersand continue to learn and grow in
Judaism in a friendly, nurturing atmosphere. You can join the
Hebrew High at any point in your education pos b’'nai
mitzvah. You do not need to have been a memberin prior
yearsto join for this September.

Regigration is now open. Enroll now and have the
opportunity to give us your input with regardsto curriculum
development. Remember if you want to be a Toranim or
tutor, participation in Hebrew High isrequired. Why not give it
a try? And after you have regigered, why not call a friend
and encourage them to do the same?

Shalom,
Karen Hidkis, chair



New JCCBM Book Club a Resounding Success

On Monday night, May 9, nine women gathered at Joan Weisblatt’'s house to discuss “A Tree Grows in
Brooklyn,” the first book of several the book club plansto cover in 2005. Although club members will read a
variety of books (fiction and non-fiction, old and new, Jewish and non-Jewish subjects), “Tree” was picked as
the first because itisa classic, appealsto women of allages, and because, surprisingly, most of the women in
thisbook-loving group had neverread it before.

It got rave reviewsand gtirred nostalgic memoriesfor several of the members, especially those born in the New
York City boroughs. Although Joan had prepared a discusson guide, questions to prod this group to talk
weren't really necessary. People discussed, digressed, and disagreed with enthusasm. We had a great time,
and are looking forward to doing thisagain next month.

Anyone can join the group aslong asthey are a) female
and b) members of the JCCBM. No long-term
commitment is necessary. Just call the host of the next
month’s group and tell her you’re coming. If you don’t
enjoy yourself, don't come back. Or only come to the
meetings that are discussng books you've read and
liked, or read and hated, or haven't read but want to
hearabout anyway.

The Book Club is scheduled to meet on the following
daysto discussthese books:

June 13  The Namesakeby Jhumpa Lahiri

No meeting in July

August 8 The Outsde World by Tova Mirvis

Spt. 12 Omaha Blues : A Memory Loop by Joseph
Lelyveld.

The June meeting’shost and discusson leaderisDebbie Grauer. If you'd like to come, call her at 609-466-2206
oremailatdebbie@ourowndomain.com for more information.

NOW IS THE TIME TO START
SINGING WITH KOL AHAVA

The vocal ensemble is looking for a few
good musicians.

Singers, accompanists,
please join us!

If you are interested in
performing with us for High
Holidays, please call
Sharon Underberg-Davis at

908-359-9716



Jewish Community

Rabbi'scolumn cont’d from page 5

USA before WWII. (If you have family connectionsto pre-
war Newark, you'll enjoy Roth’s magerful depictions of
the neighborhoods and people of then New Jersey’s
premiere city.) Could it happen here? Read this novel
and askyourself.

Clashing cultures, the choiceswe make and science
are the topics of Charles Wohlforth’s The Whale and the
Supercomputer (North Point Press, April 21, 2004) which
presents the very real effects of climate change in the
part of the word currently most effected by greenhouse
gasinduced globalwaming: the Artic. Working with both
IAupiat (Eskimos) and scientists, Wohlforth asks us to
consder radically different ways of knowing about the
word around us and challenges usto consder how our
actions in consuming petroleum effectsthe planet. Lest
you think thisisa book about the “noble envionmentally
sengtive nativesvs the rapaciousconsumer culture of the
USA” you'll be in for a surprise. You'll meet junk food
munching Ifiupiat out on shore ice whaling with their
snowmobiles, and vegetarian scientists each trying to
make sense of huge planetary forces and our place in
them.

Fnally, to the bigged picture we can perceive with
our s£nses the universe. Peter Galison’s BEnstein’s Clocks
And Poincar's Maps (W. W. Norton & Company, August,
2003) A view of the technological problemsbeing solved
in the late nineteenth century (Smultaneity in longitude
measurement and synchronizing digant clocksin a city or
along a rail sysem) that lead Ensein to his intellectual
breakthroughs of 1905, the year he published his
groundwork papers changing our underganding of the
cosmosforever. If you like a good tale well told, if you are
interested in quedions of how the universe works and
how these gill new realizationscan effect how we see our
place in the universe thisbook will capture yourinterest.

No matter how you spend yoursummer, may it be a
time of rest and re-creation!

Weaehaefa yau...

Are you unemployed, underemployed, or
seeking a career change?

JFS offers:
* Individualized career counseling * Monthly Job Seekers
Support Group
* Resume Critique  * Job Search Assistance

Call (908) 725-7799 for more information
Located at 150-A West High St., Somerville

JFS is a nonprofit, nondiscriminatory social service agency
working to preserve and strengthen the quality
of individual, family and community life based on Jewish
values

Youth Group News

" Strengthening | srael By
Protecting Her Democracy"

Peter Edelman,
President New |sradl Fund
Thursday, June 2, 8:00 P.M.

Germantown Jewish Centre,

400 West Ellet Street, Philadelphia

This program is cosponsored by the Israel Affairs Committee
of the Germantown Jewish Centre and the American Jewish
Committee, Philadelphia Chapter.For more information,
contact: (215) 844-1507 or e-mail
office@germantownjewishcentre.org

Peter Edelman is a professor of law at the Georgetown
University Law Center. A renowned social policy expert, he
served in President Clinton's Administration as Assistant
Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services.
He is the author of Searching for America’ s Heart: RFK and
the Renewal of Hope and has written extensively on poverty,
congtitutional law and issues concerning children and youth.

New Israel Fund (NIF) works to strengthen Israel® democracy
and promote freedom, justice and equdity for al Israd®
citizens. For 26 years, NIF has played a leadership role in
building a just and strong Isradl, believing that |srael© srength
depends as much on its commitment to democratic principles
as on its ability to defend itself against physical and military
threats. www.nif.org
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In May there were a bunch of plans and events for the
JCCBM teens. There were two scheduled youth group
events in May, plus several added events. Youth group
members were asked to help babyst at the Annual
Membership Meeting after the syyum. In mid-May, a year-
end Lag BOmer celebration with camp fire was in the
planning sagesaswasthe annual year-end Hebrew High
party at the Krisloff®.

JCCBM YOUTH GROUP

On May 15, a hearty group of teensvolunteered their time
to raise funds for the shul. Arriving at temple before the
gart of Hebrew school, they came with armsfull of home-
baked treats. A folding table quickly filed with brownies,
fedively decorated cupcakes, muffins, and an assortment
of cookies inviting all who passed to stop for a morming
treat. When not selling, the youth group ran a car wash.
Though rain was forecasted, the skies remained mosly
clear as they soaped, sprayed, washed, and dried a
sgeady sream of congregant® cars. Should | mentioned
that they they also soaped, sprayed, and washed each
other? Many thanks to teen paricipants, Aaron Ketofsky,
Danny Lazare, Dan Kirisloff, Josh Cige, Cara D@ndrea, Liz
Snulian, Rachel Burns, Matt Rosenthal, Jon Yuresko, Brian
Rosenberg, and brief appearances by Jacob Bumns and
Jake HFidkis. Kathy Ketofsky and Debbie Lazare took
charge of the mighty task of organizing the moming and
supervisng the teen®@work. Many, many thanksto both of
them for their wilingness to make this event progress so
smoothly.

The youth group raised over $400. Thanks go to the
congregation for their generosty and their participation.
Many came and bought from the bake sale and sopped
to have their car washed. Numerous people gave an
extra donation for the services provided and all were
friendly and supportive of the teens. Thankyou.

SAVETHEDATE Sunday afternoon, June 12, 2005

In the planning stagesnow isa final youth group event for
thisschool year. How about an afternoon of miniature golf
or a picnic and Hisbee in the park or a hike in an
intereging fores? Detailswill follow via emalil. Keep an eye
open forournext event on youremail.

REGIONAL RECONSTRUCTIONISTYOUTH GROUP

The May event isa trip to Hlisldand to vist the Immigration
Museum with the possbility of also visting the Satue of
Liberty. Once again youth advisor, Josh Goldamith, is
organizing the trip. Josh haslead the youth group thisyear
in a seriesof successful eventsranging from a shul-in at the
JCCBM, a trp to Brooklyn, a concert in Trenton, and
finishing the year with the Hlisldand event. We thank Josh
for histime and leadership.

The regional group youth group events will gart again in
the autumn.

PRE-TEEN EVENTS

The pre-teensended their year with their final pizza party.
Many thanksto all those involved in hosing these monthly
socials for the children in 5th through 7th grades The
monthly parties were an opportunity for the younger

children to have an introduction to youth group events.
By remaining an hour after Hebrew school once a month
on a Wednesday evening, they were able to spend time
together and get to know their fellow classmates a bit
better. We look forward to continuing these monthly
socialsin September. Thank you to coordinators Andrea
Bradley, Lori Konkowski, Faye Brookman, and others for
making these events happen. Without their participation,
these socials would not have occurred. Volunteers are
alwaysneeded. Why not join the fun and help out with a
youth event? Your suggesions and partticipation are
welcome.

Shalom, Karen Fidkis, youth group chair
kfridkis@comcast.net

HEBREW HIGH

This past month in Hebrew High School we have
managed to cover many topics that have been both
interesting and educational. We have discussed what our
bar and bat mitzvahs meant to us the day of and how
they have come to affect ourlivestoday aslong astwo
years later. We also went matzo baking in an outdoor
oven at the Waldorf School the week before Passover
and found how hard it wasto add water and flour, mix,
kneed, roll, poke, and bake matzo in only eighteen
minutes.
The next week we talked about Passover and the laws
that are enforced foreach sect of the Jewish religion that
tell of what we can and cannot eat. To some of us, the
news came as a shock. In the final weeks of the pas
month we talked about the upcoming Holocaust
Remembrance Day of Yom Hashoah and how as
teenagerswe are often not exposed to the entire picture.
We discussed how the topic is approached in each of
our individual public schools and how as a Jewish
teenager today, what it really means to remember.
Overall, the pag month in Hebrew High School hasbeen
both fun and meaningful.

Rachel Burns




What are blessingsfor if not to be shared?
What@ going on at the JCC of Belle Mead, NJ?

July 2005

24 Sivan 5765 - 24 Tammuz 5765

| Sunday | Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Saturday
1 24 Sivan 2 25 Sivan
ii8:16PM §9:19PM
Korah: Num. 16.1-18.32.
| Samuel 11.14-12.22
26 Sivan 27 Sivan 28 Sivan 29 Sivan 30 Sivan 1 Tammuz 2 Tammuz
3 4 5 6 7 8 ii8:14PM 9 §9:17PM
ROSH HODESH 11 Hukkat: Num. 19.1-22.1.
ROSH HODESH | Num. 28.1-15. Judges 11.1-33.
Num. 28.1-15. "Food for Thought"
Kabba a Shabba Worship
service 7:45 PM
3 Tammuz 4 Tammuz 5 Tammuz 6 Tammuz 7 Tammuz 8 Tammuz 9 Tammuz
10 11 12 13 14 15 A 16 ey
Baak: Num. 22.2-25.9.
Micah 5.6-6.8.
10 Tammuz 11 Tammuz 12 Tammuz 13 Tammuz 14 Tammuz 15 Tammuz 16 Tammuz
17 18 19 20 21 22 T 23 ey
Musicd Kabbaa Shabba | Pinhas: Num. 25.10-30.1.
worship Service & | Kings 18.46-19.21.
honoring the month®  |9:30 AM Shaharit service -
birthdays & anniversaries | |lanaBerger celebrates
7:45 pm becoming abat mitzvah
17 Tammuz 18 Tammuz 19 Tammuz 20 Tammuz 21 Tammuz 22 Tammuz 23 Tammuz
24 . 25 26 27 28 29 T 30 S
FAST OF TAMMUZ 17 Mattot: Num. 30.2-32.42.
Morning: Exo. 32.11-14, Jeremiah 1.1-2.3.

34.1-10. Afternoon: Exo.
32.11-14, 34.1-10.
Afternoon: Isaiah 55.6-
56.8 (Sephardi ritual:
Hosea 14.2-10, Micah
7.18-20).

24 Tammuz

31

[iiCandle Lighting, 8Observance End. Times are for Belle Mead, NJ|
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What are blessingsfor if not to be shared?
What@ going on at the JCC of Belle Mead, NJ?

June 2005

23 lyyar 5765 - 23 Sivan 5765

| Sunday

| Monday

| Tuesday

| Wednesday

| Thursday

| Friday

| Saturday

23 lyyar
38 LOmer

Y outh Education
committee 7:30 PM

24 lyyar
39 LOmer

2

25 lyyar

40 LOmer

ji8:06PM
Shabba @ Acorn Glen 5

PM

Singing & Story-telling
Kabba a Shabbat worship
service 7 pm

3

26 lyyar
41 L©mer
§9:10PM
Bemidbar: Num. 1.1-4.20.
Hosea 2.1-22.

9:30 AM Shaharit service -
Sarah Van Peenen
celebrates becoming a Bat

Mitzvah

4

27 lyyar
42 LO©mer

28 lyyar
43 LO©mer
§9:11PM
YOM YERUSHALAYIM

6

29 lyyar
44 L ©mer

1Sivan
45 L©mer

ROSH HODESH
Num. 28.1-15.

2Sivan
46 L©mer

3Sivan
47 LOmer
ii8:11PM
Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5
PM
"Food for Thought"
Kabbaa Shabbat Worship
service 7:45 PM

10

4 Sivan
48 LO©mer
§9:14PM
Naso: Num. 4.21-7.89.
Judges 13.2-25.

11

5Sivan
49 L©mer
ii8:12PM
EREV SHAVUOT

12

6 Sivan
13 §9:15PM
SHAVUOQT (YI1ZKOR)
Exo. 19.1-20.23, Num.
28.26-31.
Ezekiel 1.1-28,3.12.

7 Siven

14

8 Sivan

15

9Sivan

16

10 Sivan
17 ii8:14PM
Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5

PM
Musica Kabbaa Shabbat
worship Service &
honoring the month®
birthdays & anniversaries
7:45 pm

11 Sivan
18 §9:17PM
Behad otekha: Num. 8.1-
12.16.
Zechariah 2.14-4.7.
9:30 AM Shaharit service -
Jennifer Auerbach
celebrates becoming a Bat
Mitzvah

12 Sivan

19

13 Sivan

20

14 Sivan

21

Board of Trustees meeting
7:30 PM

15 Sivan

22

16 Sivan

23

17 Sivan
24 ii8:16PM
Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5

PM —
"Rekindling the Flame"
Shabbat dinner at the JCC
of BelleMead 6:30 pm --
Kabba a Shabbat worship
service 7:45 pm

18 Sivan
25 §9:19PM
Shelah: Num. 13.1-15.41.
Joshua 2.1-24.
9:30 AM Shaharit service -
Lindsey Milich celebrates
becoming aBat Mitzvah

19 Sivan

26

20 Sivan

27

21 Sivan

28

22 Sivan

29

23 Sivan

30

[iiCandle Lighting, 8Observance End. Times are for Belle Mead, NJ|

See July calendar to the left
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Committee Chairs

Committee Chair
: Rabbi Michael Tayvah
(eI = UEENL O 908-359-0420 RabbiJCCBM @Earthiink.net
B@ai Mitzvah Meryl Orlando 732-329-8945

Board of Trustees ard Tues. | Ed Krisiloff 908-359-0560

Andy Sokel 609-466-8749

Building/Grounds/Decori Andsok@aol.com

Victor Elgort 908-874-8535

By-lLaws vselgort@mmlaw.com
Education 1st Wed. Karen Fidkis 609-333-1119
Fnance Joan Weishlatt 908-874-3529
Fund Raising VACANT

Hospitallity Natalie London 908-874-6952
Life Cycle Sheryl Rosenberg 908-253-7049

swellcourt@verizon.net

Long Range Planning VACANT

Joan Weisblatt 908-874-3529

Al IRENT Debbie Tesser 908-904-0457
Men’'s Club Bob Fass609-466-0146
Newsketter Piiibe i
Debbie Lampf 908-466-4165
NEzny EEnwel Peggy Fass 6%9-466-0146
Pub lic ity JanisTodd 609-799-8384
Religion 4th Tues. VACANT
Ssterhood Judy Edelson 908- 281-4293
SociallActivities VACANT
Technology Barry Kirsch 908-359-7872
Tikkun Olam VACANT

Tree of Life Donations Shelley Nord 908-874-8464

Youth Activities Karen Fidkis 609-333-1119

The Newsletter of Jewish Community Center of Belle Mead

253 Griggstown Road, Belle Mead, NJ 08502
http://www.jccbm.org
Listserve e-mail: jccbm @lists.princeton.edu
Fulfilling the religious, educationaland social needs
of our Jewish community snce 1982.

Inside the Newsletter
Page 1 President's Message/News
Page 2 Committee Happenings
Page 3 Donations
Page 4 Hebrew School Happenings/Hebrew High report
Page 5 From the Rabbi
Page 6 B'nai Mitzvah report/Hebrew High report cont'd
Page 7 Book Club report
Page 8 Jewish Community News
Page 9 Youth Group News
Page 10 JCCBM July calendar
Page 11 JCCBM June calendar
June-July 2005
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The JCCBM Newsletter is published monthly, except July.
Deadline is the 15" of each month.

Every effort will be made to publish contributed items, but due to
space restrictions, placement and format are at the discretion of
the editor.

Advertising Policy. You can advertise in this newsletter to inform the
community of your business or profession. Advertising is accepted
based on its interest and applicability to our readership. Location in the
newsletter is at the editor’s discretion. The JCCBM does not
necessarily endorse or vouch for the products and
services of our advertisers The newsletter is published 11 times per
year (no issue in July). E-mail a file with the art to the editor, or provide
camera-ready art on clean, white background. Advertiser responsibility
to meet deadlines. Rates are low and must be paid in advance. For
information and a rate sheet, please contact the editor.
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