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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

It is tha t time of year once aga in. Tim e for the yearly 
membership  m eeting  to review where we have been in the  
last 12 months and  to p lan for what lies ahead  in the next. 
We will be voting  for Board  positions and  d isc ussing  the 
bud get for 2005-2006. This year we will have a  d ifferent 
struc ture to the  meeting . We will p lan to start the meeting  a  
little la ter than usual, a fter the sc hool’s end  of the year c erem onies on 
Sunday, May 22nd. I hope tha t those parents c om ing to p ic k up c hild ren will 
feel inc lined  to stay for the meeting . (We w ill a rrange for c hildc are for those 
parents who stay). The m eeting  should  start about 10:00 and  should  end 
about 11:00-11:30. During  the meeting  bagels and  c offee will be ava ilable 
in the lobby. 

We have c ome through a  transitiona l year a t our Tem ple. There have been 
a  lot of c hanges and  ad justments. It is now time to move forward . We value 
your op inions regard ing  the future of our c ommunity. This m eeting  offers a  
unique opportunity to be heard . Please plan on a ttend ing the yearly 
meeting  and  partic ipa ting  in the c harting  of our future c ourse.  

JCCBM ANNUAL MEETING 

Sunday, May 22nd 

10:00 AM in the Sanctuary 

 
JCCBM‘s MS Walkers on April 17th, 2005. 

 

Editor—Karen Bartels 
karen.bartels@verizon.net 

fax 609-921-1899 
phone 609-921-1811 
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Committee Happenings 

Our Women’s Book Club is Off to a Great Start! 
 

On Monday, Marc h 21, eight JCCBM members 
showed  up  a t Gail Shap iro-Scott’ s house for the first 
meeting of the Women’s Book Club .  By the time 
the coffee was gone and  the b isc uits ea ten, 
meetings were set and  books were c hosen for the 
next severa l months. 

This c lub  is open to  any fema le JCCBM member on 
a  c ome-as-you-like basis, no long-term 
c ommitments nec essary. The title o f each month’ s 
book, and  a  contac t’ s name, will be printed in 
eac h month’ s newsletter.  To a ttend  the meeting, 
just c a ll the c ontac t’ s name for informa tion about 
where the meeting will be held . 

This is a  grea t way to  meet the women from our 
synagogue, and  you get to  ea t, ta lk, and  perhaps 
even sit in comfortab le c hairs while doing it! Come, 
even if you haven’ t read  the book – maybe you’ ll 
dec ide to  do so a fter you hear the d iscussion!  

Look for the Book Club Box in eac h newsletter. 
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ATTENTION FUTURE 7th, 8th, AND 9th GRADERS! 

If you will be an 8th or 9th grader this fa ll, you a re 
invited  to  pa rtic ipa te in a  weekly c lass tha t truly gives 
you the opportunity to  be trea ted  as a  young adult 
member of our synagogue. After 7th graders 
c elebra te their B©nai Mitzvah, they c an remain with 
their c lass for the year, or now they have the op tion 
of transferring into  this new innova tive c lass. This 
Hebrew High c lass (c onfirma tion c lass) will be taught 
like adult educ a tion. Students will choose the top ic s 
they want to  learn about and will lead their own 
sessions with the help  of parent vo lunteers, Rabbi 
Tayvah and  a  teacher. Yes, there will be food to 
enhanc e this unique and  fun educ a tional 
experienc e! One week you may enjoy d inner while 
you deba te ethic s, and  another you may snac k on 
popcorn while you view a  movie. You dec ide. 
Register for this exc iting new program taking p lac e 
on Wednesdays from 5-7 PM.  

 

Women’s Book Club 

May Meeting: Monday, May 9, 7:45 pm 
Book: A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, by Betty Smith 
For the meeting’s location,  
Contact: Joan Weisblatt, 908-874-3529 or  
jweisblatt@hoaglandlongo.com 
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JCC Donations 
The JCC g ratefully ac knowledges the generosity of 

our members and friends. 

Regular Donations 

Members 

Darren & Debbie 
Lazare 

Thank you to Rabbi Tayvah for 
Daniel Lazare’s Bar Mitzvah. 

La rry & Eleanor 
Tillman 

In memory of Carol Jones’ 
mother, Ursala Shaw  

Robert & Peggy 
Fass 

In memory of Hilda  Horn 

Louis & Meryl 
Orlando 

B’Nai Donation 

Robert & Laura 
Goldman 

B’Nai Donation 

Kenneth & Deborah 
Robey 

B’Nai Donation 

Jess & Lauri 
Rosenthal 

B’Nai Donation 

Richard & Elise Kent B’Nai Donation 
Harry Mynick B’Nai Donation 
Dirk Van Peenen & 
Mindy Weinberg  

B’Nai Donation 

Herb & Erika  Milich B’Nai Donation 
Thomas & Barbara  
Berger 

B’Nai Donation 

La rry & Karen Fridkis B’Nai Donation 
Herb & Erika  Milich Donation for Klezmer 

Band/ Dinner 
Joel & Joan 
Weisblatt  

Condolenc es to Sharon Casper 

Harry & Kristina  Wise Happy Birthday Marilyn Nusbaum  
 

Non-Members 

Carol Rubnitz In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Caryn Brandel. To the Brandel 
family, Mazel Tov on Caryn’s Bat 
Mitzvah. 

Ann Lebowitz General Donation. 
Touched  by the “ Wings of 
Witness”  Program 

Edwin & Pamela 
Carman 

Mazel tov to the Borher Family. In 
honor of Zane’s Bar Mitzvah. 

 

Correc tion: The donation made to the Harvey Tesser Fund  
by the Rieurs w as mistakenly tagged  “ in memory of our 
c ousin.”  They a re not related. 

 

 
DONATIONS TO THE TESSER FUND 

John & Margaret 
Henderson In Memory of Harvey Tesser 
La rry & Eleanor 
Tillman 

In memory of our dear friend   
Harvey Tesser 

The Schulkind 
Family In memory of Harvey Tesser 
Jess & Lauri 
Rosenthal In memory of Harvey Tesser 
James & Carey 
Murray Harvey J. Tesser Mem Build Fund  
Richard & Shari 
Seroka  In memory of Harvey J. Tesser 
Susan Horow itz Harvey J. Tesser Mem Bldg Fund  
Sylvia  Kramer Harvey J. Tesser Mem Bldg Fund  

How ard & Linda 
Tesser 

In loving  memory of our dear 
beloved  
c ousin, Harvey Tesser 

Anthony & Theresa 
Pascazio H. Tesser Memoria l Build Fund  
Merc er Dental 
Soc iety 

Harvey Tesser Memoria l Build 
Fund  

Pa trick & Andrea 
Bradley 

Harvey Tesser Memoria l Build 
Fund  

Thomas & Virg inia 
Cusac k 

Harvey Tesser Memoria l Build 
Fund  
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Hebrew Sc hool Happenings 

May Sc hedule 
Wed Ac tivity Sun Ac tivity 
5/ 4 
Ta llit ma king for 7th gra d e 

5/ 8 Vera  Nussenb a um 
sp ea ks-7th Gra d ers welco me 

5/ 11 Yom Ha a tzma ut c ra fts 
a nd  cooking  

5/ 15 Music  a nd  Da nce- 
Siyum Prep a ra tion 

5/ 18 
cooking  
 

5/ 22  Conc lusion Ceremony 
Siyum- 8:30-10 AM   No 
Second  Session 

 

Shabbat Superstars: 
Jac ob  Fridkis , Heb rew High 
Gabriel Fridkis, 7th grade 
Jac queline Sokel, 1st Grade 
Harry Waskow, 4th grade 
Dorothy Waskow, Kinderga rten 
  
 

 
 

Jeffrey Sc hrier, the a rtist behind  the Wings of Witness 
Holoc aust Memoria l p rojec t, c a me to our sc hoo l a nd  gave a  
moving  workshop  exp la ining  why 
he c hose to  make this enormous 
sc ulp ture of soda  c an tabs. Please 
c ome in a nd  rea d  the a rtic le tha t 
was pub lished  in the Courier News 
on April 7th. The p ic tures in this 
a rtic le were taken on April 6th 
during  the c onstruc tion of the 26 
fea thers. Twenty-six is the numeric a l 
va lue of the na me of G-d , the  
tetrag ramaton.  

Kinderga rten through fifth Graders 
ma de Matza h in April. Seventh g raders made  the  Charoset 
for the Mode l Seder. Our wonderful Israe li danc e  teac her, 
Vera  Ga lle id , has taught eac h of our c lasses 4 danc es. 
Everyone lea rned  "Yesh La nu Tayish" a nd  we  hope you will t ry 
to jo in in when they d anc e a t the Siyum.  

Kinderga rteners c ontinue to work on lea rning  the Hebrew 
Alef Bet, d isc ussing  ho lid ays, a nd  lea rning  about Israe l. Their 
favorite game is the memory ga me in whic h they have to 
ma tc h p ic tures of things you mig ht find  in a  Jewish home or 
Synagog ue . 

First Graders have been forming  their Alef Bet letters out of 
p lay-d oh, c utting  and  pasting  Jerusa lem, a nd  sing ing  Eliya hu 
Hanavi. 

Sec ond  Graders a re build ing  Hebrew words using  the letters 
tha t they know a nd  c omb ining  the sounds with the vowels 
tha t they know. 

Third  g rade pa rents a nd  students made Shema p illowc ases.  
It was wonderful to see pa rents and  c hild ren working  a nd  
lea rning  together. Mr. Sc hleifer pointed  out tha t there a re 
rabb is tha t have sa id  tha t saying  the Shema p rayer befo re 
going  to bed  p rotec ts your d reams. 

Fourth g raders d id  an a mazing  job  p resenting  the ten 
p lag ues. They a re c ontinuing  to build  Hebrew voc abula ry, 
lea rning  the b lessings over Passover food , and  the story of 
Passover. The students have a lso b een working  on lea rning  
the four b lessings of the Birka t Ha mazon, the b lessings a fter 
mea ls. 

Fifth Graders have been lea rning  about the life c yc le a nd  
were very ma ture ha nd ling  the d iffic ult top ic  of d ea th. They 
d isc ussed  Mourner©s Kadd ish and  why it is sa id . They a re 
working  on travel b roc hures for d ifferent pa rts of Israe l a nd  a  
skit about Shavuot tha t you will see a t the Siyum. 

Sixth Graders have been lea rning  va rious first hand  ac c ounts 
of the Holoc aust. They have been lea rning  the Hebrew 
words “ ne fesh, Tzedek, Ma lc hutec ha , shabba t, a nd  Kiddush”  
and  p rac tic ing  the c a nte la tion for the Kedusha  a nd  the  
p rayers in the Amida h. They have been lea rning  a nd  
p rac tic ing  the suffixes and  p refixes and  their effec t on the  
mea nings of root words. 

Seventh Graders c ontinued  d isc ussing  the Jewish side  of 
news top ic s. They worked  together with their pa rents to t ie 
the tzitzit on a  ta lit tha t they made from fab ric  tha t their 
pa rents purc hased  and  hemmed . Thank you pa rents for 
taking  this extra  time to  be involved  during  this most busy 
season. 

Vera  Nussenba um c a me a nd  spoke  to our fifth a nd  sixth 
g raders about her experienc es on the Kindertransport. If you 
have been to the Ho loc a ust museum in Washing ton, DC a nd  
wa tc hed  the  movie about the Kindertransport, Vera  is the  
litt le g irl waving  from the bac k of the ship . 

The sixth g raders would  like to thank Sharon Kasper a nd  
Janet Burns for b ring ing  the Ra id  on Entebbe to life . Tha nk 
you for g iv ing  your time. Your p resenc e  made  an enormous 
imp ac t on a ll of the students. If there a re any p a rents who  
would  like to  sha re their time a nd  expertise by teac hing  a  
lesson or a  unit , p lease c ontac t me . 

The sc hoo l would  like to tha nk to a ll of our volunteers who  
he lped  out with the Mode l Seder on April 17th. There was lots 
of work tha t needed  to be done a nd  it was wonderful to 
have so many hands. 

Thank you for sup porting  our fund ra ising  efforts. 18 c a rtridges 
were  c o llec ted  and  sent off to Stap les. They will be  send ing  
us a  c hec k for $18. Please keep  us in mind  for rec yc ling  your 
ink c a rtridges. The  c andy sa le  ra ised  over $1000. Tha nk you 
to Cec ilia  a nd  Barry Skoultc hi, Jud ith Forster (Weitze), Na ta lie 
Lond on, Ga be Fridkis, Mic hae l Jac owsky, and  Eric a  
Goldstein who he lped  to bag  a nd  d istribute the c andy a nd  
p rizes. Thanks a lso to  Lisa  Dia mond , Coord ina tor, for 
exped iting  the entire p roc ess. The note c a rd  fund ra iser ra ised  
over $100. 

At the regula r Ap ril meeting  for the Youth Ed uc a tion 
Committee, we d isc ussed  how to better p rotec t our c hild ren 
while they a re in our build ing . Our c urrent po lic y asks pa rents 
send  in a  note and  to sign-out c hild ren if they need  to lea ve 
ea rly. 

Up  until now, the synagogue©s front door has been unloc ked  
during  Leeba"h sc hoo l hours. As you know, to p rotec t the  
sa fety and  sec urity o f everyone in their b uild ings, p ub lic  
sc hoo ls have taken to loc king  their doors a t the sta rt of 
sc hoo l to keep  peop le from entering  their build ings 
una nnounc ed . La te a rriva ls and  other v isitors must be signed-
in before entering  the fac ility. At our c ommittee meeting , 
ideas were tossed  a round  the  tab le for a  new d oor/ sec urity 
polic y a nd  the  c ommittee  was g oing  to d isc uss the  ma tter 
aga in in c oming  meetings. 

I rec eived  the e-ma il on p age 6 over the sec ond  weekend  
of Ap ril, whic h is making  the rounds a mong  Montgomery 
Twp . p a rents. In light of this possib le threa t, the Ed uc a tion 
Committee thoug ht tha t it would  be  a  good  idea  to  institute 
this new po lic y sooner ra ther tha n in the fa ll. 

c ont ’d   page 6 
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From the Rabbi 
“ M”  is for May and “ Membership Meeting”  

 

 
As w e the enter the month of 
May and  w ith it the annual 
General Meeting  of the 
Membership  it  is good  to rec all 
w hat our synagogue c ommunity 
w as set up to acc omplish. 
From  our By-Law s: 
Art. 1 §2. Purposes. The objec t of 
the JCC shall be to establish and 

maintain a  p rog ram inc luding  relig ious, educ ational, soc ia l 
and  rec reational ac tivities in order to further the c ause 
and  objec tives of the traditions of Judaism. 
From  our c ommunity’s ea rliest days w e saw  our mission as 
more than merely “ relig ious.”  This synagogue rec ognized 
that Judaism as a  c ivilization. 
Perhaps it  w as due to the fac t that from its beginning , this 
c ommunity w as served by Rec onstruc tionist rabbis, and  
that Rabbi Mordec hai Kaplan, the founder of 
Rec onstruc tionism , first a rticulated  this idea. Let’s hear it  in 
his w ords: 

The Princ ip les of Reconstruc tionist Judaism 
 

1. Judaism, or that w hic h has united the succ essive 
generations of Jew s into one People, is not only a 
relig ion; it is a  dynamic  relig ious c ivilization. 

2. Judaism has passed  through three distinc t stages in its 
evolution, and  is now  on the threshold  of a  fourth 
stage. It  w as p rimarily national in c harac ter during  the 
First Commonw ealth era  [1100 – 586 BCE], and 
ecc lesiastical during  the Sec ond  Commonw ealth era 
[476 BCE – 70 CE], and rabbinical from then until the 
end  of the eighteenth century. It is now  developing 
into a democ ratic  c ivilization. 

3. The emergence of the next stage c alls for the 
reconstruc tion of the Jewish People and  its 
enhancement, the revita lization of Jewish relig ion and 
the replenishment of Jew ish culture. 

4. The reconstruc tion of the Jew ish People is p redic ated 
upon the follow ing : 

a ) the rec lamation of the Land  of Israel as the home 
of the historic  Jew ish c ivilization; 

b ) the renew al of the covenant b inding  all Jew s 
throughout the w orld  into one united  People, 
w ith the Jewish c ommunity in Israel at the core; 

c ) The formation of organic  Jew ish communities in a ll 
the countries of the Jew ish Diaspora. 

5. An organic  c ommunity is one is w hich all ac tivities and  
institutions conduc ted  by Jew s for Jew s a re 
interac tive, and  in w hich the fostering  of Jewish 
peoplehood , relig ion and c ulture is g iven p rimacy. 

6. The revita lization of Jewish relig ion c an best be 
ac hieved  through the study of it in the spirit of free 
inquiry and  through the separation of its organized 
institutions from all political authority. 

7. The revita lization of the Jewish relig ion requires that the 
belief in God  be interp reted  in terms universally 
human, and  spec ifically Jew ish, experienc e. 

8. By reason of the p revailing diversity in w orld  outlook, 
there has to be room in Jewish religion for d ifferent 
versions of it. 

9. The c ontinuity of a  religion through different stages, 
and  its identity amid  diversity of belief and  p rac tice, 
a re sustained by its sanc ta: these a re the heroes, 
events, texts, p laces, and  seasons that the religion 
signalizes as furthering  the fulfillment of human 
destiny. 

10. The traditional conception of Torah should  be 
expanded  to inc lude: 

a ) ethical c ulture, the fostering  of love and  justice in 
a ll human relations; 

b ) ritual c ulture, the fostering  of relig ious sanc ta  w ith 
all of their symbolic  significanc e; 

c ) esthetic  culture, the fostering  of the a rts as a 
means of exp ressing  the emotional values of 
Jewish life. 

11. Every people, Jewish and  non-Jewish, is now adays 
c onfronted  w ith the p roblem  of living  in tw o 
c ivilizations. It has to blend its historic  c ivilization w ith 
the modern national c ivilization of the country in 
w hich it lives. 

12. Loyalty to Judaism  should  be measured  by ac tive 
pa rtic ipation in Jew ish life, in keeping  w ith the 
foregoing  p rinc ip les. 

Mordechai Kaplan, Jews Questions Ask, Reconstruc tionist 
Answers (Rec onstruc tionist Press, NY. 1956) pp. xi - xiii 

We form  and  maintain synagogues to be centers for the 
revita lization of Jew ish c ivilization, or in Kaplan’s w ords, 
Judaism. Our Judaism , as Americ an Jew s is, as Kaplan 
said , “ the psyc hological unity of the Jew ish People, 
transposed  into the key of relig ion. It is the “w e-feeling,”  
the sense w hic h Jew s have of mutual belongingness. We-
feeling  results from  living  together and  ac ting  in common 
in the furtherance of sha red  interests.”  (Jews Questions 
Ask, 280) Our congregation is w here w e gather to do 
Jewish, to teac h Jewish, to explore Jew ishing  and  to 
c reate the next Jewish so that w e may pass on this “we-
feeling ”  of the Jewish People.  

An annual meeting  is a  c hec k-in. We elec t new  leaders, 
and  thank those w ho have been c reating  and  holding 
together this vessel of Jew ishing  for the rest of us. It is a  
time w hen all of us c an p rac tice that new est addition to 
Jewish c ulture – democ racy – on a  loc al level. It is a  few 
hours on a  Sunday morning  w e c an measure our 
c ommunal p rog ress (and  stagnation) set a  new  c ourse 
w here needed  and  rea ffirm past judgments w hen they 
still w ork for us. It is a  time w hen w e c an exerc ise our 
loyalty to our People by being involved. 

I hope to see you w ith us on May 22nd!������
�
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Dear Community Members: 

The Montgomery Township  Police Department investigated  a  "suspic ious vehic le" report on Tuesday 4/ 5/ 05, a t 

approximately 7pm . An a lert, vigilant m other and grandm other walking  with their c hild ren bec ame susp ic ious of a  

vehic le. The vehic le d rove by the c hild ren, who were walking ahead, slowly. It d rove past a  c ouple of times. They 

made note of vehic le desc ription, lic ense and person, and c a lled  the police. We investiga ted  the report, c onfirmed 

the identific ation of the driver, spoke with the suspic ious person, and interviewed the residents proximate to the area 

involved, all within 24 hours. We exc hanged inform ation with residents of that neighborhood. No c rime was 

c ommitted . We hope the suspic ious person feels unwelc ome on our residential streets, unless he has a  legitimate 
purpose to be there. 

Rec ognizing  the speed with whic h information travels in a  c ommunity like Montgomery, we would  like to temper this 

event with some perspec tive. Megan©s Law, whic h I am sure you are all familia r with, is New Jersey©s sex offender 

registry. Megan©s Law restric ts what public  information m ay be released by Police, c onc erning  the registrants. The 

New Jersey Sta te Polic e web site is a  g reat source of information on Megan©s Law and offenders. Please visit the site 

www.njsp .org  so tha t you are an informed c itizenry. 

New Jersey has more sex offenders not c onvic ted  or registered, than c onvic ted  and registered under Megan©s Law. 

We have investiga ted  over 500 suspic ious person/ vehic le reports last year. We are sure that m any suspic ious 

persons/ vehic les go unreported . We enc ourage the Community to work with us and report all suspic ious ac tivities, we 

will investigate eac h report.  

Pedophiles live amongst the general popula tion and traverse the Township’ s roadways. We would  suggest tha t 

everyone, always be hyper-vigilant about our c hild ren©s safety. Educ ate yourself on the subjec t matter. We do not 

think this rec ent suspic ious vehic le report is extraord inary. We want everyone to "a lways" be c autious about their 

c hild ren and this subjec t matter, and to always report suspic ious c irc umstanc es. Desc rip tions of persons, vehic les and 

partic ula rly lic ense pla tes of suspic ious vehic les are helpful to our investiga tions. 

The sa fety of your c hild ren is a  top  priority. We c ontinue to work with the sc hools and c ommunity to p rovide timely 

information on important topics. Within the last month we were invited  by the Pike Run Neighborhood Watc h to 

c onduc t a  Child  Abd uc tion and Endangerment p rogram for the adults. We also offer appropriate "Stranger Danger" 

p rograms for the kids. We enc ourage you to use us as a  resourc e and partner, working  together to m ake this 

c ommunity safe.  

 

Sinc erely, 

Lt. Greg Harkins 

 

Louise Wilson, Mayor 

Montgomery Township, NJ 
908-359-8211 x.263  
 

 

 

 

c ont ’d  from p age 6 

Sta rting  a fter the b reak for Passover on May 5th, the front 
door will be loc ked  a t 5PM and  
will rema in loc ked  until five 
minutes before the end  of the  
session. We enc ourage p a rents 
to c ome ea rly a nd  sc hmooze  
in the sanc tua ry and  stay for 
the 15 minute servic e led  by 
Rabb i Tayvah. If you a rrive a fter 
the front door is loc ked , p lease  
enter through my offic e door 
on the pa rking  lot side of our 

build ing  (a round  the  right side as you fac e the front doo r). 
Anna  or I will g reet you a nd  sign your c hild  in. 

If you need  to  p ic k-up  your c hild  before the end  of the  
session, p lease knoc k on the door to my offic e on the  
pa rking  lot side of the b uild ing . Anna  will b ring  the  c hild  to 
you in my offic e , a nd  have you sign her/ him out. In 
ac c ordanc e with the c urrent Pa rent Ha ndbook, if you a re 
p la nning  to take your c hild  home ea rly, a  note to the  
p rinc ipa l is requested  a t the beg inning  of the day©s session. 
Thank you  

� � � ��� � � � �� � � ��� � � � �� � � ��� � � � �� � � ��� � � � ��� � � ������ eb rew School Princ ip a l 
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  OHR TIKVAH JEWISH HEALING CENTER 
Somerset * Hunterdon * Warren Counties 

 

c/ o Temple Beth-El, 67 US Highway 206, Hillsborough, NJ 08844,  908-722-0674, ext. 28  

Volume 2, Issue 9           May 2005           www.ohrtikvahjhc.org 

This month, Ohr Tikvah offers programs that address the emotional, spiritual and practical needs of caregivers, those who 
give so much of themselves to help their loved ones meet life’s challenges, whether it be an illness, an eating disorder or the 
natural aging process. May these programs give you the strength and hope to be a source of strength and hope for those 
who are suffering.  

 
For the Caregivers 
 

Debbie Perlman, Flames to Heaven       
(Wilmette, IL: Radpublishers, 1998), p. 32  
(Union for Reform Judaism - Reprinted  
with permission.) 
 

Show me how to offer hope. 
Open Your hand with the colors of faith 
That I might begin to fill in spaces 
To strengthen another’s life. 
Show me how to offer comfort. 
Point out Your nesting place, 
Feathered against the adversities 
That wound those I love. 
Show me the direction 
When I am lost, 
Searching to help 
But finding no paths. 
Show me tolerance, 
When I weary of helping, 
And a long dreary day 
Stretches toward a restless night. 
You place before us life and love; 
Show us endurance. 
You place before us healing and hope; 
Show us persistence. 
Reach deep within me, Eternal Strength, 
And bring my strength to consciousness. 
Pull it around us: 
Let it radiate with Your power, 
Let it guide our way. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bereavement  Group to Meet : Rabbi Evan Jaffe, spiritual leader of Flemington Jewish Community Center,  and a 
licensed social worker will co-lead a bereavement group on the following evenings: May 12, 19, 26, June 2, 9, 16, 23, and 
30,  7:30 to 9:00 PM,  at Jewish Family Service.  Please call Ohr Tikvah for more information. Fee: $80.00 for eight sessions 
 

For Wel lness:  St i tching 
Through Time  
Thursday, May 12 and May 26,  
7:30 to 9:00 PM -  Instructor: Rena 
Strool   -  Fee: $5 
 

Support  Group for Individuals Caring for Loved Ones wi th Eat ing Disorders 
 In May (date to be determined), 7:30 to 9:00 PM – Jewish Family Service, 150 High Street, Somerville  
 

 Ohr Tikvah has launched a support group for parents of anorexic/ bulimic children as well as for others taking care 
of loved ones with eating disorders. Dr. Leslie Becker-Phelps, a clinical psychologist trained in dealing with eating dis-
orders, will facilitate the meetings. Please call Ohr Tikvah at 908-722-0674 ext. 28 to indicate interest and learn of the date.  
 

Elder Care: 

Parents: To Honor and Obey, But  How?  Spi ri tual  and Pract ical  
Approaches to Caregiving:    * Monday, May 9, 7:00 to 9:00 PM * 
                                                                                      _______________________________________ 

Jewish Medical  Di rect ives for Heal thcare: Jewish-Based Opinions on 
Spi ri tual  and Pract ical  Approaches to End of Li fe Issues:      
                                                  * Monday, June 1, 7:00 to 9:00 
PM * 

                          Fee: $10 per session, $18 for both sessions 
  

 What should we do when our aging parents’ health begins to fail and 
they can no longer live independently? How do we cope with critical social 
and medical concerns regarding caring issues and end of life challenges?   

 

 Rabbi David Wise, spiritual leader of Temple Beth El, Somerset, and 
Ricki Weiser, MSW, LSW and Co-Founder of Services and Resources for 
Seniors, Inc. in Morristown, will present case studies to highlight valuable 
and useful strategies, raise awareness of community resources and discuss 
relevant Jewish reading. Their presentations will be followed by an open 

   

For Wel lness: Drumming a Path 
to Your Soul  and Communi ty 

Sunday, May 15, 3:30 to 5:00 PM 
Instructor: David Malchman  -  Fee: 
$5           

The fol low ing Ohr Tikvah programs wi l l  be held at the 
Shimon and Sara Bi rnbaum Jewish Community Center, 755 

Talamini  Road, Bridgewater, unless otherwise indicated.����



Jewish Community 

�

 

The fina l Jewish LIFE p rogram of the year will 

be held  on Sunday, May 22 at 7:30 p.m. a t the JCC. 

Dr. Jonathan Sarna will p resent “ 350 Years of 

Americ an Jewish History” . Dr. Sa rna is one of 

Americ a ’ s foremost c ommenta tors on Americ an 

Jewish history, religion and  life. He has written, 

ed ited  and  c o-edited  more than 20 books. His most 

rec ent work is the ac c la imed  American Judaism: A 

History, pra ised as being “ the sing le best desc rip tion 

of Americ an Judaism during its 350 years on 

Americ an soil” . The p rogram fee is $18/ Jewish LIFE 

members and  $46/ guests. RSVP to Laura  Friedman 

a t the JCC. 

 
�
 

�
 

 

 
 

� � � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � �� � � �� � � �  

Torah  &  Chocolat e 

Torah  and 
Cheesecak e:  

An Even ing of Adul t  
J ewi sh  Learn i ng 

Havdalah , En gagin g Classes, 
Del i ci ous Desser t s 

Monday, June 13, 2005 

(The Second Night  of Shavuot) 

At The Reconstruct ionist  Rabbin ical 
College 

Wyncote, PA 

Doors open at 6:30pm  

Check  back  soon  for  
r egi st rat i on  i n form at ion   

and sessi on  descr ipt i ons. 

 

For  More Informat ion Contact : Rabbi Alex 
Lazarus, Mid-At lant ic Regional Director  

215-782-8500 ext . 25, alazarus@jr f.org 

� � � � ��� � � 	 �
 � � � � 
 �   
� �� � � ��� � ��� �� � � �� � � ��� �� � � �� �   
� � ���� � � � � �   
� � � � �� � � �� � � � � � �� � � � 
 �   
 
 ��� �!   
" �#�� � �$� �#%�$� �&! � ' �   
( ' &) *�� � ' �� ) � � �� 	 �+�' )   
� � � � � � 
 � , -� .+� � �   
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Youth Group News 

April saw two youth group events for the teens of 
JCCBM and a  p izza  party for the pre-teens. The teens 
partic ipated  in a  tikkun olam event with members of 
our c ongregation and attended a  play with the 
regional Rec onstruc tionist group. 
  
JCCBM YOUTH GROUP  
On April 17th several teen members of our 
c ongregation partic ipated  in the MS Walk. Nata lie 
London organized a  team to walk in this fund-raiser in 
Somerville. This fun event began with free breakfast, 
followed by a  6 mile walk with hundreds of other 
walkers, and finished with lunc h. Souvenir T-shirts were 
awarded for eac h of our team member for c ollec ting  
$125 or more. Many thanks to the our generous 
c ongregants who sponsored our youth group in this 
worthy c ause. Thanks to Natalie London and our teen 
walkers, Jonathan Yuresko, Danny Lazare and Aaron 
Ketofsky. 
  
SAVE THE DATE: Sunday morning May 15 - Car Wash 
and bake sale fundraiser for JCCBM 
 The Youth Group will be holding  its annua l c ar 
wash/ bake sale fundraiser in c onjunc tion with our 
c ongregation spring Open House. The c ar wash will be 
open during  Hebrew Sc hool hours from 8:30 to 1:00. Be 
sure to stop  by to sc hmooze and have your c ar 
washed while nibbling on the home m ade sweets 
baked by our teens. 
  
REGIONAL RECONSTRUCTIONIST YOUTH GROUP 
The teens had a rollic king  good time listening to 
beatboxer Yuri Lane weave his magic  spell a t the Mill 
Hill Playhouse. Human Beatbox and Voc al Magic ian 
Yuri Lane presented his new beatbox play "From Tel 
Aviv to Ram allah". It is Lane©s part hip -hop performanc e 
part street-wise doc umentary. The show telesc opes the 
lives of Amir, a  Tel Aviv DJ and delivery boy, and Kha lid , 
a  Palestinian internet c a fé owner. Lane weaves a  vox-
pop tapestry of Palestinian and Israeli voic es into a  
mosaic  of the Middle East. Aga inst a  backdrop of 
muezzin c alls and Tel Aviv traffic , the lives of Khalid  and  
Am ir p rogress with a  hip -hop beat and intersec t a t a  
West Bank c hec kpoint to c reate a  vision of peac e.  
 Prior to the performanc e the youth group met at the 
hom e of a  youth group member in Trenton for a  
Havdalah service. After the show, the youth group 
returned for dessert and a  disc ussion with Yuri Lane. Yuri 
dem onstrated  his many tec hniques for c rea ting  
unusua l sounds. Attem pts were made trying to 
dup lic ate them, but it was a  whole lot harder than it 
looked! Many, many thanks to Josh Goldsmith for 
organizing  this unique evening  and for the Goldstein 
family for hosting  the teens at their home. Thanks also 
to the parents who c arpooled  some of our teens to 
Trenton. Attendees inc luded Lizzie Smulian, Andrew 
Rab inowitz, Jake Fridkis, Jonathan Yuresko, Eric  Dean, 
Matt Rosenthal, Josh Cige, and Gregg Georgianna. 
  

SAVE THE DATE: The May regional event is still in the 
p lanning  stages. Josh will email g roup members 
information about the next event. 
PRE-TEEN EVENTS 
Another p izza  party was enjoyed by the students in 
g rades 5 through 7 on Wednesday, April 13 a fter 
Hebrew sc hool. Thanks aga in for Lori Konkowski for 
c oordina ting  the event and for Faye Brookman for 
c haperoning  the evening . I hear tha t there were lots 
of fun games to play and delic ious donuts to eat.  
  
SAVE THE DATE: Wednesday, May 11 from 7:00 - 8:00. 
This will be the last pizza soc ial for the sc hool year. 
Even if you have never attended any of the pizza  
soc ials, why not stop by and give it a  try? Rumor has it 
tha t they are a  fun way to spend an hour a fter 
Hebrew sc hool, have a  tasty d inner, and hang out 
with friends. Try it, you©ll like it. 
 Sha lom, 
� � � 	 � �� � �� � �� , youth group c hair 
kfridkis@c omc ast.net 
 

CAR WASH  
BAKE SALE  

FUNDRAISER 
  

SUNDAY MAY 15 
8:30 - 1:00 

  
Organized by the JCCBM Youth Group 

  
Come, schmooze, have your car washed and buy 

homebaked goodies 
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Women’s Book Club 
June meeting: Monday, June 13, 7:45 

pm 

Book: The Namesake, by Jhumpa Lahiri  

For the meeting’s location, 

Contact: Debbie Grauer, 609-466-2206 
Debbie@ourowndomain.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

�
 

invites you to 

Celebrate Your Simcha…With a Mitzvah! 
�

We will transport a beautiful, 
Custom-designed Bimah Basket 

to and from your Bar/Bat Mitzvah Service 
 

Your $100 basket donation goes directly to support 
the work of Jewish Family Service in our community. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL (908) 725-7799. 

 
JFS is a nonprofit, non-discriminatory social service agency 

working to preserve and strengthen the quality 
of individual, family, and community life based on Jewish values 
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What are blessings for  if not to be shared?  
What's going on at the JCC of Belle Mead, NJ?  

May 2005 
22 Nisan 5765 - 22 Iyyar 5765 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  
22 Nisan 
7 L'Omer 

1  

 
No Leeba"h School   

23 Nisan 
8 L'Omer 

2  

 
  

24 Nisan 
9 L'Omer 

3  

 
  

25 Nisan 
10 L'Omer 

4  

 
Leeba''h School 5 - 7 PM 

Youth Education 
committee 7:30 PM   

26 Nisan 
11 L'Omer 

5  
 §8:44PM 

YOM HASHOAH  
8th grade Hebrew High 
School 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

Hebrew High school 5 - 7 
PM   

27 Nisan 
12 L'Omer 

6  
 ¡¡7:42PM 

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM 

 
Singing &  Story-telling 

Kabbalat Shabbat worship 
service 7 pm   

28 Nisan 
13 L'Omer 

7  
 §8:46PM 

Kedoshim: Levit. 19.1-
20.27. 

Amos 9.7-15 (Sephardi 
ritual: Ezekiel 20.2-20).  

9:30 AM Shaharit service - 
Michael Goldman's Bar 

Mitzvah celebration   
29 Nisan 

14 L'Omer 
8  

 
Leeba"h School 8:30 - 

10:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 
- 12:45 p.m. 

8th grade Hebrew High 
School 11:10 a.m. - noon   

30 Nisan 
15 L'Omer 

9  

 
ROSH HODESH I 

Num. 28.1-15.   

1 Iyyar
16 L'Omer

10  

ROSH HODESH II 
Num. 28.1-15.   

2 Iyyar
17 L'Omer

11  
 §8:49PM 

YOM HAZIKARON  
Leeba"h School 5 - 7 PM 
Youth Group Activities 
Pizza Social 7:00 - 8:00 

p.m.   

3 Iyyar
18 L'Omer

12  
 §8:50PM 

YOM HA'ATZMAUT  
Deut. 7.12-8.18. 

Isaiah 10.32-12.6.  
8th grade Hebrew High 
School 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

Hebrew High school 5 - 7 
PM   

4 Iyyar 
19 L'Omer 

13  
 ¡¡7:48PM 

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM 

 
"Food for Thought" 

Kabbalat Shabbat Worship 
service 7:45 PM   

5 Iyyar
20 L'Omer

14  
 §8:52PM 

Emor: Levit. 21.1-24.23. 
Ezekiel 44.15-31.   

6 Iyyar
21 L'Omer

15  

Leeba"h School 8:30 - 
10:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

- 12:45 p.m. 
8th grade Hebrew High 

School 11:10 a.m. - noon 
Youth Group Activities 

Car Wash/Bake Sale 8:30 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m.   

7 Iyyar
22 L'Omer

16  

  

8 Iyyar
23 L'Omer

17  

Board of Trustees meeting 
7:30 PM   

9 Iyyar
24 L'Omer

18  

Leeba"h School 5 - 7 PM   

10 Iyyar
25 L'Omer

19  

8th grade Hebrew High 
School 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

Hebrew High school 5 - 7 
PM   

11 Iyyar 
26 L'Omer 

20  
 ¡¡7:55PM 

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM 

 
Musical Kabbalat Shabbat 

worship Service &  
honoring the month's 

birthdays &  anniversaries 
7:45 pm   

12 Iyyar 
27 L'Omer 

21  
 §8:59PM 

Behar: Levit. 25.1-26.2. 
Jeremiah 32.6-27.  

9:30 AM Shaharit service - 
Jeni Burke celebrates 

becoming a bat mitzvah   

13 Iyyar
28 L'Omer

22  

Leeba"h School Siyyum 
@ 8:30 a.m. 

Annual General 
Membership meeting @ 

10 AM followed by 
"Sundae Sunday"   

14 Iyyar
29 L'Omer

23  
 §9:01PM 

PESACH SHEINI   

15 Iyyar
30 L'Omer

24  

  

16 Iyyar
31 L'Omer

25  

  

17 Iyyar
32 L'Omer

26  

  

18 Iyyar 
33 L'Omer 

27 
 §9:04PM/¡¡8:01PM 
LAG B'OMER  

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM --  

"Rekindling the Flame" 
Shabbat dinner at the JCC 
of Belle Mead 6:30 pm -- 
Kabbalat Shabbat worship 

service 7:45 pm   

19 Iyyar 
34 L'Omer 

28  
 §9:05PM 

Behukotai: Levit. 26.3-
27.34. 

Jeremiah 16.19-17.14.   

20 Iyyar
35 L'Omer

29  

  

21 Iyyar
36 L'Omer

30  

  

22 Iyyar
37 L'Omer

31  

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

[¡¡Candle Lighting, §Observance End. Times are for Belle Mead, NJ]  
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Committee Chairs 
Committee Chair 

Ad ult Ed uc a tion Ra b b i Micha el Ta yva h 
908-359-0420 Rabb iJCCBM @Earthlink.net 

B©na i Mitzvah Meryl Orla nd o  732-329-8945 
Board  of Trustees 3rd  Tues. Ed  Krisilo ff 908-359-0560 

Build ing / Grounds/ Dec or And y Sokel 609-466-8749 
Andsok@aol.c om   

By-La ws Vic tor Elgort 908-874-8535 
vselgort@nmmlaw.c om  

Educ a tion 1st Wed . Ka ren Frid kis 609-333-1119 
Fina nc e Joa n Weisb la tt 908-874-3529 
Fund  Ra ising  VACANT �  
Hosp ita lity Na ta lie  Lond on 908-874-6952 

Life Cyc le Sheryl Rosenb erg 908-253-7049 
swellc ourt@verizon.net 

Long  Ra nge Pla nning  VACANT �  

Membership  
Hy Grossma n 609-466-3859 
Sha ron Ca sp er 609-430-0421 
Deb b ie Tesser 908-904-0457 

Men’s Club  Bob  Fa ss 609-466-0146 

Newsletter Ka ren Ba rtels 609-921-1811 
ka ren.ba rtels@verizon.net 

Nursery Sc hoo l Deb b ie La mp f 908-466-4165 
Pegg y Fa ss 609-466-0146 

Pub lic ity Ja nis Tod d  609-799-8384 
Re lig ion 4th Tues. VACANT �  
Sisterhood  Jud y Ed elson  908- 281-4293 
Soc ia l/ Ac tiv ities VACANT �  
Tec hno logy Ba rry Kirsch 908-359-7872 
Tikkun Ola m VACANT �  
Tree of Life Dona tions Shelley Nord  908-874-8464 
Youth Ac tiv ities Ka ren Frid kis 609-333-1119 

 
 
 

 
 

The Newsletter of Jewish Community Center of Belle Mead 

253 Griggstown Road , Belle Mead , NJ 08502 
http :/ / www.jc c bm.org 

Listserve e-mail: jc cbm@lists.p rinc eton.edu 
Fulfilling the religious, educa tional and  soc ia l needs 

of our Jewish community sinc e 1982. 
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The JCCBM Newsletter is published monthly, except July.  
Deadline is the 15th of each month. 
Every effort will be made to publish contributed items, but due to 
space restrict ions, placement and format are at the discretion of 
the editor. 
Advertising Policy. You can advertise in this newsletter to inform the 
community of your business or profession. Advertising is accepted 
based on its interest and applicability to our readership. Location in the 
newsletter is at the editor’s discretion. The JCCBM does not 
necessarily endorse or vouch for the products and 
services of our advertisers The newsletter is published 11 times per 
year (no issue in July). E-mail a file with the art to the editor, or provide 
camera-ready art on clean, white background. Advertiser responsibility 
to meet deadlines. Rates are low and must be paid in advance. For 
information and a rate sheet, please contact the editor. 
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