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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

February 20th, 2005 
 Today w as a  rather d iffic ult day for our community. As w e gathered  
together to support the Tesser family and  to honor the memory of Harvey 
Tesser, our hearts w ere heavy w ith the burden of the loss of one of our 
founding  members. In the midst of our g rief how ever, there w as also a 
sense of strength as the community gathered  together in support of one 
of our ow n. As people kept filing  into the synagogue and  all available 
seats w ere taken both in the sanc tua ry and  in the balc ony, they simply kept c oming , 
standing  w herever there w as room. I w as honored  w ith w elcoming  everyone into our home, 
and  as I looked  out at a ll those faces I thought to myself that this is the house that Harvey 
Tesser helped  to build. It  is really not about the physical p lant itself, the build ing. It’ s about 
the c ommunity that fills that space and  the w ay that community func tions in g iving  support 
to its members in the most d ifficult of times.  
 These past few  w eeks have been stressful for my family as w ell. Just one day p rior to 
Harvey Tesser’s passing , w e moved  my mother into the Alzheimer’s sec tion of Somerb rook, 
w hich is the assisted  living  sec tion of the Central Jersey Hebrew  Home for the Aged  in 
Somerset. I can rec all several c onversations w ith Harvey during  the last yea r as I tried  to 
c oax him into an ac tive role in ra ising  funds for our synagogue and  eac h time he told  me 
that he w as very involved  w ith helping  to support the Central Jersey Hebrew  Home. He w as 
quite p roud  of w hat he had helped  to c reate. At the time I d idn’t realize that w hat he 
helped  to c reate w as w hat my family w ould  need in our time of c risis. 
 As I stood  before the gathered  community and  w e gave our support to the Tesser 
family, I w as ac utely aw are that at the very same moment, the Tesser family, and  w hat they 
had  helped  to c reate w as supporting  me. This is the essenc e of c ommunity. Our lives 
c onnec t in many w ays and  the ac tions w e take ripple out like w ater d roplets in a  still pond , 
reaching each other in w ays w e cannot imagine.      � �� �� �� � ����

 
 

Dr. Harvey Tesser of blessed memory 
1938-2005 

Please make donations payable to the “Harvey J. Tesser Memorial Building Fund” 
 

Editor—Karen Bartels 
karen.bartels@verizon.net 

fax 609-921-1899 
phone 609-921-1811 
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B©NAI MITZVAH NEWS 

For all readers w ho don’t know  me—let me introduc e 
myself. My name is Kate Fridkis. I’m nearly nineteen years 
old , and  a  music  major at Mason Gross Sc hool of the Arts. 
I’m a  freshman now , and  a fter c ompleting  my 
underg raduate studies, I p lan on continuing on to 
c antoria l sc hool and  becoming  a  c hazzan (a  cantor). 
I’ve been w orking  at the JCCBM for several yea rs now. I 
teac h B’nai Mitzvah students the p rayers they need  to 
know  for their services, and  also assist Rabbi Tayvah in 
leading  B’nai Mitzvah and  High Holiday services. I’d  like to 
share some thoughts w ith you about my w ork. 

I remember my Bat-Mitzvah w ith intense c la rity. I stood 
before the bima stairs in my pink, embroidered  d ress and  
c lenc hed  my hands together to stop  them from shaking . 
The night before I had  been p rac tic ing desperately, 
trying  to lea rn the last b it of the final a liyah of my Torah 
portion. I w as a fra id  it w ould  show . I w asn’t very sure 
w here I should  stand  and  for how  long . I felt  aw kw ard  
and  displac ed , as though some huge hand  of fate had 
pluc ked  me unsuspec ting  from the congregation and  
deposited me there, before all those w atching eyes.  

Years later, w hen I w as fifteen, I w as asked  to help  the 
rabbi lead High Holiday services. That opportunity led  to 
others, and  soon I found myself instruc ting  B’nai Mitzvah 
students in p rayer. From the very beginning , I w as sure 
how  I w anted  to teac h. I w anted to enc ourage these 
c hild ren so that they w ould  feel c onfident in themselves 
and  comfortable enough to belong  on the bima. I 
w anted  to explain the meaning  of the ceremony they 
w ould  take pa rt in, so that it meant more to them than 
the hassle of multip le lessons and  rote memorization in a  
language they didn’t  understand . My goals w ere c lea r 
from  the sta rt of my teac hing  experienc e, and  they 
remain as sharply defined today.  

As a  p rayer teacher for the B’nai Mitzvah students of our 
c ongregation, I have a  plan for eac h of my students. I 
help  c hild ren I w ork w ith to make the servic e they w ill 
pa rtic ipate in their ow n. I seek to assist eac h student in 
c omprehending  their ow n unique, important role in their 
relig ious c ommunity, and  enc ourage them to explore the 
many meanings of the title “ adult.”   

B’nai Mitzvah is a  step  on the path to adulthood. I believe 
that the true g row th and  sac redness of this tradition is as 
muc h in the p roc ess as in the service (the final p roduc t). 
The B’nai Mitzvah p rocess places an enormous emphasis 
on responsibility, and , w ith guidance, c hild ren w ho take 
pa rt in this tradition have the experienc e of feeling  g reat 
p ride in their w ork. It is an important step tow ards 
adulthood , and  I c ontinue to feel honored  to be able to 
play a  pa rt in guiding  c hild ren during  this spec ial time of 
their lives.  

Kate Fridkis 

WOMEN©S BOOK CLUB 

On Marc h 14th there w ill be a  meeting  of a ll those 
interested  in joining  the book c lub. We will d isc uss 
selec tion of books, sc heduling  and  any other suggestions 
you have for this new  and  exc iting  g roup. The meeting 
w ill be held at the home of Gail Shapiro-Sc ott. 

 Please contac t her at 609-688-0659 or at 
gssp rinceton@patmedia.net to RSVP. 

SISTERHOOD 

Sisterhood is p lanning  a docent led  tour of the Princ eton 
University Art Museum on Sunday, April 10th. This event w ill 
be open to all everyone, m ale and  female. More 
information w ill be available in the near future. Please 
c ontac t Judi Edelson, 908 281-4253. 

Sisterhood is a w onderful p lace to meet new  friends from 
our temple community and  g reet old  ones. Looking 
forw ard  to seeing  everyone. 

�

�

�
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JCC Donations 
The JCC g ratefully ac knowledges the generosity of 

our members and friends. 

Regular Donations 

Members 

Jeff Bac hrach & 
Ka ren Cohen 

Build ing Fund -In honor o f Eric  
Bac hrach’ s Bar Mitzvah 

Jeff Bac hrach & 
Ka ren Cohen 

Genera l Fund -In apprec ia tion 
of vo lunteer work of the 
Krisilo ff family, Sheryl & Richa rd 
Rosenberg, Andy Sokel, Joan 
Weisb la tt & the Boa rd  of 
Trustees 

Jeff Bac hrach & 
Ka ren Cohen 

Genera l Fund -In honor o f Julia  
Sokel Ba t Mitzvah and  Erich 
Bac hrach Ba r Mitzvah 

Mitc hell & Nancy 
Javeline 

In memory of Joseph Isenberg 

Ka ren & Ed Silver In honor o f Karen Wolkofsky’ s 
50th Birthday 

Na ta lie London Memoria l Plaque In memory 
of  Meyer London 

 

Non-Members 

Seymour & Rita  
Miller 

In honor o f Eric  Ephra im 
Bac hrach on the oc c asion of 
his Bar Mitzvah, Grandson of 
the la te Marjorie and Robert 
Bac hrach 

Ethel L. Chidell In memory of David Chidell 
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Hebrew Sc hool Happenings 

Marc h Sc hedule 
Wed 3/ 2 Danc e Sun 3/ 6 Danc e 
Wed 3/ 9 Cra ft Sun 3/ 13 Cra ft 
Wed 3/ 15 Joel Chasnoff Sun 3/ 20 Danc e 
Wed 3/ 23 no c lass Sun 3/ 27 no c lass 
Wed 3/ 20 c ooking   

 
Hello Everyone! Thank you so muc h for partic ipating  in 
our sc hool fundraisers. Please feel free to c ome to our 
Tefilah sessions that last the first 15 minutes of every 
Hebrew Sc hool day. We would  love to have you 
c ome learn and pray with us. 
 
Shabbat Superstars for January: 
Rac hel Spielholz Grade 4 
Sam uel Cohen Grade 6 
Daniel Mynic k Grade 6 
Mic hael Stewart Grade 6 
Gabriel Fridkis Grade 7 
Mic hael Goldman Grade 7 
Aaron Skoultc hi Grade 7 
Jonathan Yuresko Confirmation Class 
 

Our rabbis taught: parents a re obliga ted  to "teac h 
their c hild  Torah and a  c ra ft" Some say: To a lso teac h 
their c hild  how to swim. Some say: Also to teac h him 
how to swim. The reason? The c hild©s life may depend 
on it. 

Rabb i [Judah I, the Patria rc h] said : “ Parents a re 
a lso required  to teac h their c hild ren c ivic  obliga tions. 
Whatever parents a re required  to do for their c hild , 
should  they fail to do it, the c hild  must do it on his 
own.”  

Babylonian Ta lmud, Kiddushin 29a, 30b; Mekhilta , Bo, 
Pis©ha, 18. 

Our tradition teac hes us tha t it is the responsibility 
of Jewish parents to p rovide their c hild ren with a  
Jewish educ ation. Parents may c hoose to make the 
c ongregation©s sc hool their agents in this vitally 
important work. In so doing  they c ommit themselves to 
supporting  the authority of the teac hers and 
administration, and to follow  the polic ies laid  out for 
the smooth running  of the sc hool. 

With tha t in mind, the Leeba"h Hebrew Sc hool a t 
the Jewish Community Center of Belle Mead, NJ offers 
this updated disc ipline polic y. 

A. Disc ipline Polic y 

Inappropriate c lassroom  behavior -- whic h 
inc lude, but a re not lim ited  to, being off-task, 
d isrespec tful to peers or teac hers or others, or being  
out of a  designated area -- the following 
c onsequenc es will apply: 

Part 1 - Classroom teac her©s ac tions (eac h student 
sta rts fresh every c lass period): 

1. First time-warning  
2. 30 sec onds out in the ha ll (time out) 
3. 60 sec onds out in the ha ll (time out) 

4. Phone c all home by teac her 
5. Student sent to Princ ipal©s office  
Any behavior tha t inc ludes the destruc tion of 

p roperty or interferes with personal or emotional safety 
will result in immediate removal from c lass. 

Part 2 - Princ ipal©s ac tions (these responses are 
c um ulative over the c ourse of the sc hool year): 

1. Teac her warns student 
2. Parent phone c all from Princ ipal 
3. Parent has to c ome in to c lass with student 
4. One week suspension from  Hebrew Sc hool to be 
ended with a  reentry m eeting  inc luding  the 
parents, Princ ipal, the Rabbi and a  m ember of the 
Educ ation Committee. 
5. One m onth suspension from  Hebrew Sc hool. This 
suspension must be ended with a  reentry meeting 
inc luding  the parents, Princ ipal, the Rabbi and a 
member of the Educ ation Committee. 
6. Suspension for the remainder of the Sc hool Year. 
Reentry to the regular p rogram  in the fall of the 
subsequent sc hool year will be determined a t a 
reentry meeting  in the first week of June. 

In the event of suspension, parents a re responsible 
for keeping  their c hild  up  to date with the c urric ulum 
of the sc hool. The Leeba"h sc hool will maintain a list of 
possible tutors to help  parents fulfill their obliga tion to 
teac h Torah to their c hild ren. 

B. Complaint procedure: 
1. Set an appointment and meet with the teac her. 
2. Set an appointment and meet with the 
Princ ipal. 
3. Set an appointment and meet with the 
Educ ation Committee. 
4. Set an appointment and meet with the 
Princ ipal, a  m ember of the Educ ation Committee 
and the Rabbi.  

� � � ��� � 	 
 �� � � ��� � 	 
 �� � � ��� � 	 
 �� � � ��� � 	 
 �� � �Hebrew Sc hool Princ ipal 

HEBREW HIGH by Jake Fridkis 
This m onth in HH we learned some interesting  things 
and had fun doing  so. 

With Rabbi Tayvah we read from  the direc t transla tion 
of the magillah and talked about the "c ommandment 
to get d runk on Purim". This d isc ussion inc luded a  very 
rea listic  story about a  rabbi who got so drunk on the 
night of Purim that he slit his friend©s throa t and then 
resurrec ted  him  in the morning . This lead to a  
d isc ussion about the dangers of alc ohol. We also read 
the magillah interac tively whic h produc ed many 
interesting  c harac ters, inc luding  Esther with a  strangely 
southern ac c ent, a  not so m anly Mordac hi, and THE 
HAMANATER. 

In Ms. Lehman©s c lass we watc hed the end of Swing 
Kids (whic h we had a lso watc hed the beginning  and 
middle of). She is planning  on showing us a  
doc um entary on the beginning  of the Third  Reic h in 
the c oming weeks. HH is fun and worthwhile. Drop in. 
It©s free and you don©t have to sign up . 
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From the Rabbi 

LIKE RIPPLES IN A STILL POND 
 

 

Sudden deaths impac t on our 
lives like a  stone d ropped  into a  still 
pond.  

The stone hits the w ater, a 
splash rises up  and  then the ripples 
radiate out from the point of 
impac t. Out the c oncentric  c irc les 

move, eac h one embrac ing  the one inside.  

After yea rs of w atching  families c oping  w ith sudden 
loss I realized  that the image of ripples in a  pond  helps us 
understand  the c irc les of g rief w hen death c omes. 

� �� � � �� � � 	
�� � � �� � � 
 � � � � � 
�� � �� � � 
�� It w as May and 
another beautiful Oregon summer w as beginning. I 
received  a  c all informing me of the death of a  visiting  
student at Oregon State University (OSU). He w as d riving  
bac k to Corvallis w hen his c a r sw erved into onc oming  
traffic  hitting  a  dump truc k. He died  instantly in the 
acc ident. He w as tw enty years old .  

The university w anted  me to assist his family, w hic h w as 
c oming  up  to c la im  his body for buria l back in California . I 
w orked  w ith the local non-Jew ish funeral home to honor 
Jewish c ustoms. I accompanied  the pa rents and younger 
b rother for the 36 hours they w ere in tow n making  
a rrangements. I w ent w ith the young  man’s girlfriend  and  
younger b rother to the w rec ked ca r to recover personal 
effec ts. I led  a  memoria l gathering  on the OSU campus 
before the family b rought their son’s body home. 

The memoria l w as in the c ommon hall in the young 
man’s dormitory. Over 200 people w ere in the la rge spac e 
to honor the memory of someone w ho came to study 
there for the ac ademic  year, a  year that w as ending as 
w e met. There w as a  small table on w hich w as plac ed  a 
pic ture of the young  man along  w ith a  yahrtzeit c andle. 
We began w ith a  niggun, a  w ordless melody w hic h the 
people in the room join in w ith a fter a  few  rounds. After 
w ords from the dean, the direc tor of the visiting  students 
p rog ram, the resident advisor of the young  man’s dorm , 
his father stood  up  and  thanked  everyone for a ll their help  
in a  very diffic ult time.  

As the time for the ceremony d rew  to a c lose, I asked 
the immediate family to join hands a round  the table. His 
mother, father, b rother and  girlfriend  formed  a  c irc le 
embrac ing the candle and  photo.  

I then asked for those in the room w ho considered 
themselves c lose friends of the young  man to for a c irc le 
a round the family; another ring  a round the first. 

Then his friends formed  the third  c irc le. 
Ac quaintances, people w ho knew  him from his dorm  floor, 
c lasses, the dining hall, gym or from a round c ampus, 
made up  the fourth ring . Then c ame people w ho knew 
him in passing , rec ognized  him from c rossing  the quad or 
from  a round  tow n and  w ere moved to come to the 
memoria l. They w ere the fifth ring. Finally I asked  those who 
did  not know  him at a ll, but c ame to support someone 
else p resent in their g rieving  to make up  the sixth and  final 
ring. 

For a  moment w e stood there holding hands w ith 
others in our rings. Separate c irc les of g rief and  support; 
like ripples on a pond a fter a stone is d ropped in. 

Then I asked  everyone outside of the first (family) ring 
to d rop  hands, and  then plac e them on the shoulders of 
the person in the ring in front of theirs. 

The conc entric  c irc les radiating  out from the loss and 
g rief at the c enter, transformed  into a  rep resentation of 
c ommunal support. The family received the support of 
their son’s/ b rother’s/ lover’s c lose friends. They in turn w ere 
supported  by his friends, w ho w ere supported  by the 
acquaintances, w ho w ere supported  by those who 
recognized  him, w ho w ere supported  by those w ho did 
not know  him but knew  others c loser to the “ point of 
impac t.”  

As w e stood w ith hands upholding  those in front of us w ith 
hands of others supporting  us from  behind , w e sang  the 
niggun and passed our support into those c losest in. 

 
I’ve kept that 

image in my mind 
sinc e then. It is how  I 
c onceive of how  w e 
Jew s ought to support 
mourners a fter a 
death. Shiva  is an 
opportunity to reac h 
out to a g rieving 
human being  and 
doing  w hatever w e 
c an to help  the 

survivors /  mourners. It does not matter w hether w e knew 
the dec eased  or not; w e all a re c apable of helping 
others.  

Death reminds us all of our ow n mortality. While w e 
a re living  w e have the c hoic e of how  to respond  to 
others g rief. We c an turn our bac ks know ing how  busy our 
lives a re and  of how  many details must be attended  to 
everyday, or w e c an open our hearts and  offer our 
p resenc e know ing  that one day, w e too w ill g rieve and  
look to our community for loving , c ompassionate support.  

What kind  of c ommunity do w e w ant to be? One of 
hands reac hing  forw ard  to support one-another? Or one 
of people turned  aw ay from eac h other, isolated  in our 
houses and  alone in our g rief?  

By my count, our community has nine members w ho 
have experienced the loss of a  pa rent or spouse in the 
past yea r. There a re more w ho a re g rieving  for friends or 
others. Do you know  w ho these fellow  members a re? 
Have you offered  them a kind w ord  in the past months?  

When new s of a  death c omes over the 
c ongregational listserv think of w here you fit into the 
c irc les of g rieving  and  place your hands in support of 
those in need , if for no other reason than one day w e 
eac h w ill stand  in the center of those c irc les sometimes 
w hen w e least expec t it. 

� � � � ��� �� � � 	 
�� � � 
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There at the beginning… Harvey Tesser and 
the JCC of Belle Mead 

A story of the impact of one person on a c ommunity 
It w as 1982 and Harvey & Marian Tesser’s eldest c hild , 
Debbie, w as g raduating  from Montgomery High Sc hool. 
Of the 120 students in her c lass maybe 5 w ere Jew s. At 
the public  sc hool c ommenc ement a  minister w as invited 
to do the invoc ation. He blessed  the g raduates “ in the 
name of Jesus Christ.”  For Debbie it w as the last straw  in a  
c hildhood  g row ing  up  as one of very few  Jew s in 
Montgomery Tow nship. There w as no synagogue here 
bac k then. No Hebrew  school, no rabbi to rep resent the 
c ommunity and  to p romote Jewish peoplehood  in this 
c orner of New  Jersey.  
This bothered  Harvey Tesser. He spoke w ith Otto Kaufman, 
a  w ell know n loc al Jew  (and Peggy Fass’  father). He 
recommended  Bob  and  Peggy as a  sta rt. A few  w eeks 
later Harvey & Marian Tesser invited  three other Jewish 
c ouples from the a rea  — the Fasses, Susie & Ron Horow itz, 
Kathy & Gerry Siegel — to their home on Tarrytow n 
Terrace. They sat a round  the kitc hen table and  ta lked 
about sta rting  a  shul. Kathy Siegel remembered  it this way 
in 1995: 

In the b eginning, the JCC/ BM consisted  of four 
p eop le a nd  a  lib ra ry of b ooks. In true Jew ish tra d ition, 
the four a lwa ys met a round  a  kitchen ta b le on which 
la y a n a ssortment o f d e lic ious sna cks a nd  d esserts. They 
stud ied  the b ooks intently. “ Do you think “ Klug”  is a  
Jew ish na me?”  one of them would  a sk while  
swa llow ing. If the a nswer wa s yes, the na me wa s 
a d d ed  to  the list. The b ooks, you see, were no t re lig ious 
texts b ut instea d  lo ca l p ho ne b ooks…  

 

(For the record  the syna go gue a rc hives p o int to  “ The”  Fo ur 
Found ers a s: Ha rvey Tesser, Bob  Fa ss, Ka thy Sieg el a nd  Susie 
Horow itz.) 
Eac h of the families put dow n $25 on the table to pay for 
a  mailing  to over 100 addresses. Along  w ith a  survey the 
orig inal letter read: 
 

Dea r Neighb or, 
 
We ha ve go tten tog ether to  exp lore the need  a nd  

interest o f sta rting a  lo ca l Jew ish Center. We would  
a p p rec ia te it if you would  ta ke a  few minutes of your 
time to  a nsw er the enc losed  q uestionna ire. We ha ve 
p rovid ed  a  sta mp ed  a d d ressed  envelop e for your 
convenienc e a nd  look forwa rd  to  your id ea s a nd  
sugg estions. 

 
Tha nk yo u. 
<names of the four founding  c ouples> 

Bac k then Montgomery had a population of about 5,000 
people. (By comparison, today over 18,000 people live in 
this tow nship.) Soon a  date w as set for the first event, a 
meet and  g reet in the ca feteria  of Montgomery High 
sc hool. On Saturday evening , 8:30 PM, on June 26, 1982 
an Inc orporation Celeb ration  w as held  in the 
Montgomery Tw p. First Aid  Squad  build ing. The Jewish 
Community Center of Belle Mead  w as born. Harvey 
Tesser w as its first President. 
The congregation g rew . Most people w ere c ontent to 
have a  Havurah a  fellow ship  c irc le of loc al Jew s getting 
together once a month for Shabbat services and  w ith 
hiring  a  pa rt-time rabbi w ho happened  to live in 
Hopew ell.  

But Harvey Tesser thought that the congregation needed 
to be more than that. It needed  a  build ing  to be a  real 
p resenc e in this tow nship . He offered  a  piece of p roperty 
of his for a  very low  p ric e (and  w e’ re ta lking  1980’s 
p rices!). The c ongregation said  no. “ What do w e need a  
build ing for?”   
Then the Montgomery Evangelical Churc h w as selling  its 
fac ility and  build ing  another ac ross the street on Belle 
Mead  – Griggstow n Road. Harvey Tesser saw  this as an 
opportunity. He a rgued. He persuaded. He c ajoled. He 
did  everything  he could  to get this c ommunity to take 
itself seriously as the local public  Jewish institution and  not 
only as an informal gathering of local Jew s. In the end , he 
succeeded . Money w as asked  for and  received. The 
build ing w as purc hased  and  dedicated as a  synagogue 
on Marc h 2, 1986. And  w e a re still in that same build ing . 

 

 
 

 

HARVEY J. TESSER: 
1982-1984 and 1987-1989 

At our Temple's beginning, so many noteworthy 
things happened organizationally, that it is not 
difficult to write of achievements that occurred 
during my tenures as President. However, if one 
were to ask what i was most proud of regarding 
this Temple, it would certainly be the period of 
time that Kathy Siegel, Susan Horowitz, Bob 
Fass and I spent going through phone books, 
looking for names that sounded Jewish, writing 
letters, getting responses – some funny, some 
not so funny - and finally finding seventeen 
families to join with us as the first members of the 
Belle Mead Jewish Community Center. 
 
by Harvey Tesser, 1995 reprinted from Knesset 
Mitzvah booklet 
 



 

7 

Guest Cantor Sam Morganstern, Bob Fass, Harvey Tesser, Harvey Nussbaum, 
Arthur Steinberg, Rabbi Richard Hirsch 

In Remembrance of Dr. Harvey Tesser 
1938 - 2005 

A eulogy by Louis Wolkofsky 
For the last few  months, Rabbi Tayvah has been teaching  the members of the temple about how  c ongregations 

g row  and  evolve. Well, Harvey c ould  have taught suc h a  course, because he had  an innate ability to know  w hat an 
organization needed to move forw ard. 

Harvey w as the d riving  forc e of the JCCBM in our ea rly years. He w as one of our 4 founders, our first p resident, then 
our sec ond  p resident, and  foremost he w as our visionary. He rec ognized  that a  Jewish p resenc e w as needed in this a rea . 
He recognized  that w e needed  a  place to send  our c hild ren for religious instruc tion, that w e needed  a  solid  set of by-law s, 
strong  c ommittees, that w e needed  to be more than a  non-a ffilia ted  havurah, and  he knew  w e needed  a  build ing  that w e 
c ould c all home. 

Looking  bac k w ith 20/ 20 hindsight, w e all might say “ but of course, a ll of those goals a re desirable and no-b rainers” . 
But that w asn’t the case 20 odd  years ago. I c an remember w hen Harvey w as attempting  to c onvince the naysayers 
(myself inc luded) that w e desperately required a  build ing  if w e w ere to survive and truly serve the community. He show ed 
us an older home on a  small pa rc el of land  right on Route 206 that he thought w ould  be a  perfec t “ sta rter”  temple. Harvey 
personally ow ned  this p roperty and  he offered  it to us at a  rid iculously low  p rice. He show ed  it to about 10 of the board 
members and  w e p roceeded  to come up  w ith at least 20 reasons w hy w e shouldn’t move forw ard. “ It’ s too big” ; “ What w ill 

w e do w ith an ac re of land?” ; and  if you can believe it, “ Do 
you think Harvey is getting  too good  a  deal, a fter a ll he gets 
a  tax w rite-off for his loss.”  

Lesser men w ould  have just w alked  aw ay from us and 
let us flounder; but not Harvey. He w as going  to force us to 
evolve, even if he had to d rag  us kicking and sc reaming. 
Sure enough, through persuasive a rgument, a rm tw isting , 
c ajolery, w hatever it took, a  year later w e w ere looking  at 
the build ing  you a re sitting in now  – 3 times bigger than that 
first house Harvey show ed  us w ith about 6 ac res of p roperty. 
Harvey stood  history on its head  – Jewish Temples a re usually 
turned  into c hurc hes or mosques, how ever w e w ere the first 
temple I can remember that took over a  build ing  that w as 
p reviously an evangelical c hurc h. 

Harvey had  a  c lea r vision of w here w e needed  to be. 
During the 13 years I w as on the board  I never d isagreed  
w ith anyone more than Harvey. But inva riably 5 years after I 
a rgued  w ith him I w ould  find  myself telling  him: “ You know 

Harvey, you w ere right!”  
Then there w as Harvey’s management style. He w ould 

put his a rm on your shoulder and  say, “ How  about taking 
that c ommittee position? You know  you a re the best person for it , you’ve got the ta lent, you’d  do a  g reat job.”  And  then 
you’d  respond  w ith “ Harvey, a re you trying  to manipulate me?”  and  Harvey w ould  say, “ Yes I am, you know  it, I know  it , but 
w on’t you help?” , and  you’d take the position and Harvey w ould move the congregation forw ard  just a  little b it at a  time. 

And  no m atter how  much you might d isag ree w ith him, you alw ays respec ted  him. All a rguments at the board table 
alw ays ended up w ith sc hmoozing  over a  piece of c ake and a c up of coffee. 

There have been many individuals w ho have made notable contributions to helping  the JCCBM prosper over its 
lifetime - those w ho a rranged  financ ing , benefac tors, p residents, board  members. But there is no one w ho w as there for our 
formative years w ho w ouldn’t  insist that Harvey Tesser is the individual singly most responsible for the existence of the Jew ish 
Community Center of Belle Mead. 

In the last few  years, Harvey w as less involved  w ith the shul. He had  passed  on the torc h here at the temple to other 
ac tive board  members, inc luding  his daughter Debbie, and  had  found  other avenues through w hich he c ould  give 
something  bac k to the g reater c ommunity. I often spoke w ith Harvey about the JCCBM – sometimes the discussion w as a  
bit  stilted  bec ause Harvey’s hand  w as in my mouth. He alw ays w anted  to know : Who’s on the board  this year? Where w ere 
w e going? What w ere our p lans to get there? For someone w ho w anted  to take a  less ac tive role, he sure had  a  very ac tive 
opinion. I know  he w as muc h impressed w ith Rabbi Tayvah and the c ongregation’s desire to expand. I sinc erely hoped  that 
he w ould  renew  his ac tive pa rtic ipation in the shul onc e he retired. Over the last few  months I d isc ussed  it  w ith him  and , 
unlike other times, he didn’t d ismiss the idea . Unfortunately, that just adds to our loss today. 

We all used  to joke w ith Harvey that bec ause of the la rge age differenc e betw een his first tw o c hild ren and  his 
youngest boys, that he really had  tw o families. But one c ould  a rgue that he really had  at least three families bec ause the 
JCCBM w as indeed another. 

Harvey didn’t  lend  us his time, insight, and  c la rity of vision for the “ koved.”  (Hebrew  /  Yiddish for honor, pa rtic ula rly 
honors public ly heaped  upon someone). He helped  mold  a  c ongregation that d idn’t  p rovide for honors. No testimonial 
d inners in this temple, it’ s just not our style and  its w hy many of us belong  here. So, perhaps this service w ill make up  for, in his 
passing , w hat w e didn’t g ive him in life. Acc ordingly, it is most fitting that this service be held here, in this build ing. 

Goodbye my friend. You w ill be g reatly missed.�



Jewish Community 

�

 

Jewish LIFE March programs include: Rachel Fish, “A 

Student Activist Reflects on the Zayed Campaign”, 

Wednesday, March 2 at 7 p.m.; and Martin Samuel 

Cohen, “Politics and Piety in Second Temple Jerusalem” 

on Sunday, March 6 at 10 a.m. Coming in April....Carol 

Rittner, R.S.M., "Pius XII: The Catholic Church and the 

Holocaust, Sunday, April 3 at 10 a.m. All programs will 

be held at the Shimon and Sara Birnbaum JCC in 

Bridgewater. For further information and to register, 

contact JCC Assistant Executive Director Laura 

Friedman at 908-725-6994 x213; 

LFriedman@ssbjcc.org. 

Debbie Golden  
Marketing & PR Director  
Shimon and Sara Birnbaum  
Jewish Community Center  
775 Talamini Road  
Bridgewater, NJ 08807  
Phone: 908-725-6994 x210  
Fax: 908-725-9753  
E-Mail DGolden@ssbjcc.org  
website: www.ssbjcc.org  
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Youth Group News 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

January©s b lizzard  c anc elled  the JCCBM©s youth group 
day a t the m ovies on January 23rd , but the other 
sc heduled  events went off without a  hitc h. The 
Regional Rec onstruc tionist Youth Group met mid-month 
for a tikkun olam projec t and the pre-teens had  
another p izza  party. Look below for information about 
these events and the upc oming Marc h ac tivities. 

JCCBM YOUTH GROUP 

Barring  another blizzard  or other unknown obstac le the 
JCCBM Youth Group will have had a  sleep-over at the 
synagogue on Saturday, February 19th. They c an look 
forward  to an evening  havdalah servic e, dinner, a  
movie or two, and lots of time to soc ialize. Who knows, 
maybe they will even c lear out the bac k room to 
prepare for the next day©s painting  bonanza? The teens 
will be c haperoned by Kate Fridkis. Muc h thanks to 
Kate, who willingly gave up her weekend to c haperone 
this event. Did  anyone get any sleep? 

SAVE THE DATE:  Marc h 19th, Saturday evening. In the 
p lanning  stages now is an evening  of laser tag . Please 
hold  the evening  open for a  rollic king  game of laser 
tag  a t one of the nearby laser parks. Details will follow 
via  email and list serve. As a lways, we©re looking  for 
c haperones for this event. Call or email if you are 
available. 

REGIONAL RECONSTRUCTIONIST YOUTH GROUP 

The Reg ional Rec onstruc tionist Youth Group met on 
Sunday m orning , February 13th, a t The Lord©s Ta b le 
soup kitc hen in Trenton. The Lord©s Tab le soup kitc hen 
meets twic e a  month offering  those in need a  home 
c ooked meal. Every two weeks an organiza tion 
volunteers for the two part p roc ess. One group 
prepares a  meal and the other g roups sets up , serves, 
and c leans up. The RRYG volunteered for the la tter. 
They set the tables, b rought trays to eac h table and  
served c hili, c orn bread, salad , and dessert to the 
c lients, and c leaned up from  lunc h. While waiting  for 
the guests to a rrive, they c reated Va lentine©s Day c ards 
for the residents of an area assisted  living  fac ility. One 
of the youth group members c ommented that, "It was 
a  new experienc e. It was a  good thing  to do and I 
would  do it again. I rec ommend other people do it 
too." The youth group was also enc ouraged to b ring  
toiletry items and gently used winter c lothes. They 
c ame loaded with the above plus armfuls of donated 
bread and baked goods from ShopRite and Panera . 
The d iners were not only served a  hearty lunc h, but 
many left with a  supply of needed food and m uc h 
apprec ia ted  winter c lothing . Mazel tov to those of you 
who partic ipa ted in this worthwhile event. Thanks to the 
parents who drove their teens and Josh who organized 
the event. 

SAVE THE DATE:  March 6. The next Regiona l 
Rec onstruc tionist Youth Group event will take plac e on 
Marc h 6 in the evening . It looks like it will be some sort 

of party a t a  loc al spot. Josh will email details to the 
youth group members. 

SAVE THE DATE:  April 1-2. Noar Hadash regiona l 
Kallah-Shabbaton at Camp Pinemere. Details will 
follow . 

SAVE THE DATE:  April 9 - Saturday evening . Yuri Lane 
c onc ert 

PRE-TEEN EVENTS 

The 2nd Wednesday of the month is pizza  time for the 
pre-teen set. Thanks onc e again to Andrea Brad ley for 
purc hasing  the pizza  and drinks for this fun evening  of 
soc ializing  a fter Hebrew Sc hool. 

SATE THE DATES:  The sec ond Wednesday evening  of 
eac h month from 7:00 -8:00 

MARCH 9 - This pizza  soc ial will be c oordinated  by Lori 
Konkowski. Thanks, Lori, for stepping  in to make this 
happen for the c hild ren. 

APRIL 13th - pizza soc ial 

May 11th - final pizza  party 

  
Sha lom, 
Karen Fridkis, youth group c hair 
kfridkis@c omc ast.net 
  
 
ATTENTION: 8th GRADE STUDENTS 
NEW THIS SEMESTER ONLY - A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY 
JUST FOR YOU 
SUNDAYS 11:00 to noon  
Starting  in February students in the 8th grade are 
invited  to join Rabbi Tayvah eac h Sunday m orning  
from 11:00 to noon for a lively hour of disc ussion. This 
c lass promises to be an exc iting  peek into the wide 
world of Jewish educ ation. Rabbi Tayvah has a  wealth 
of information to share. Plus, he is rumored to possess 
an extraordinary num ber of Hebrew pop, hip  hop, and 
klezmer CDs, whic h adds a  distinc t m usic al flavor to 
the experienc e. Take an hour out of your busy week a t 
a  reasonable time on Sunday m ornings. Come to 
spend an hour with other 8th grade teens from our 
c ongregation. Come to join in d isc ussions about 
c urrent events, ethic s, Jewish c ulture, spirituality, Torah, 
Jewish holidays, etc . Come and broaden your horizons 
in this important a rea  of your young adult life.  
    Then in September, join the other teens in their 
weekly Hebrew High c lass. Come! 
 
 
 

�
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What are blessings for  if not to be shared?  
What's going on at the JCC of Belle Mead, NJ?  

March 2005 
20 Adar I  5765 - 20 Adar  I I  5765 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

�

� �

�

� �

20 Adar I1  

� �

21 Adar I 2  
�

Leeba"h School 5 - 7 pm  �

22 Adar I3  

� �

23 Adar I4  
 ¡¡5:36PM 

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM 

 
Singing &  Story-telling 

Kabbalat Shabbat worship 
service 7 pm  �

24 Adar I 5  
 §6:41PM 

Vayakhel: Exo. 36.7 
I Kings 7.40-50 (Sephardi 

add I Kings 7.13-26).  
9:30 AM Shaharit service - 

Aaron Skoultchi 's Bar 
Mitzvah celebration  �

25 Adar I 6  
�

Leeba"h School 8:30 - 
10:30 am - 10:45 am - 

12:45 pm  �

26 Adar I7  

� �

27 Adar I8  

� �

28 Adar I 9  
�

Education Committee 7:15 
PM 

Leeba"h School 5 - 7 pm  �

29 Adar I 10  
�

� �

30 Adar I 11  
 ¡¡5:44PM 

ROSH HODESH I 
Num. 28.1-15.  

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM 

 
"Food for Thought" 

Kabbalat Shabbat Worship 
service 7:45 PM  �

1 Adar II 12  
 §6:48PM 

ROSH HODESH II 
Pekude: Ex. 38.21-39.21 

Num. 28.9-15 
Shabbat Shekalim 

Exo. 30.11-16. 
II Kings 12.1-17  

9:30 AM Shaharit service - 
Zane Bohrer's Bar Mitzvah 

celebration  �
2 Adar II 13  

�
Leeba"h School 8:30 - 
10:30 am - 10:45 am - 

12:45 pm  �

3 Adar II 14  
�

� �

4 Adar II 15  
�

Board of Trustees meeting 
7:30 PM  �

5 Adar II 16  
�

Leeba"h School 5 - 7 pm  �

6 Adar II 17  
�

� �

7 Adar II 18  
 ¡¡5:52PM 

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM 

 
Musical Kabbalat Shabbat 

worship Service &  
honoring the month's 

birthdays &  anniversaries 
7:45 pm  �

8 Adar II 19  
 §6:56PM 

Vayikra: Levit. 1.1-3.5 
Shabbat Zakhor 
Deut. 25.17-19. 

I Samuel 15.2-34  
9:30 AM Shaharit service - 

Caryn Brandel 's Bat 
Mitzvah celebration  �

9 Adar II 20  
�

Leeba"h School 8:30 - 
10:30 am - 10:45 am - 

12:45 pm  �

10 Adar II 21  
�

� �

11 Adar II 22  
�

� �

12 Adar II 23  
�

No Leeba"h School  �

13 Adar II24  
 §7:01PM 

FAST OF ESTHER  
Morning: Exo. 32.11-14, 
34.1-10. Afternoon: Exo. 

32.11-14, 34.1-10. 
Afternoon: Isaiah 55.6-
56.8 (Sephardi ritual: 
Hosea 14.2-10, Micah 

7.18-20).  
NO HEBREW HIGH 

SCHOOL CLASS 
Purim Megillah reading &  

celebration 7 PM  �

14 Adar II 25 
 §7:02PM/¡¡5:59PM 

PURIM  
Exo. 17.8-16.  

Shabbat @ Acorn Glen 5 
PM --  

"Rekindling the Flame" 
Shabbat dinner at the JCC 
of Belle Mead 6:30 pm -- 
Kabbalat Shabbat worship 

service 7:45 pm  �

15 Adar II 26  
 §7:03PM 

SHUSHAN PURIM  
Tzav: Levit. 6.1-7.10 

Jeremiah 7.21-8.3, 9.22-
23.  �

16 Adar II27  

No Leeba"h school  �

17 Adar II 28  
�

� �

18 Adar II 29  
�

� �

19 Adar II 30  
�

Leeba"h School 5 - 7 pm  �

20 Adar II 31  
�

� �

�

� �

�

� �
[¡¡Candle Lighting, §Observance End. Times are for Belle Mead, NJ] �
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Committee Chairs 
Committee Chair 

Ad ult Ed uc a tion Ra b b i Micha el Ta yva h 
908-359-0420 Rabb iJCCBM @Earthlink.net 

B©na i Mitzvah Meryl Orla nd o �732-329-8945 
Board  of Trustees 3rd  Tues. Ed  Krisilo ff 908-359-0560 

Build ing / Grounds/ Dec or And y Sokel 609-466-8749 
Andsok@aol.c om   

By-La ws Vic tor Elgort 908-874-8535 
vselgort@nmmlaw.c om  

Educ a tion 1st Wed . Ka ren Frid kis 609-333-1119 
Fina nc e Joa n Weisb la tt 908-874-3529 
Fund  Ra ising  VACANT��  
Hosp ita lity Na ta lie  Lond on 908-874-6952 

Life Cyc le Sheryl Rosenb erg 908-253-7049 
swellc ourt@verizon.net 

Long  Ra nge Pla nning  VACANT��  

Membership  
Hy Grossma n 609-466-3859 
Sha ron Ca sp er 609-430-0421 
Deb b ie Tesser 908-904-0457 

Men’s Club  Bob  Fa ss 609-466-0146 

Newsletter Ka ren Ba rtels 609-921-1811 
ka ren.ba rtels@verizon.net 

Nursery Sc hoo l Deb b ie La mp f 908-466-4165 
Pegg y Fa ss 609-466-0146 

Pub lic ity Ja nis Tod d  609-799-8384 
Re lig ion 4th Tues. VACANT��  
Sisterhood  Jud y Ed elson  908- 281-4293 
Soc ia l/ Ac tiv ities VACANT��  
Tec hno logy Ba rry Kirsch 908-359-7872 
Tikkun Ola m VACANT��  
Tree of Life Dona tions Shelley Nord  908-874-8464 
Youth Ac tiv ities Ka ren Frid kis 609-333-1119 

�
�
�

 
�

The Newsletter of Jewish Community Center of Belle Mead 

253 Griggstown Road , Belle Mead , NJ 08502 
http :/ / www.jc c bm.org 

Listserve e-mail: jc cbm@lists.p rinc eton.edu 
Fulfilling the religious, educa tional and  soc ia l needs 

of our Jewish community sinc e 1982. 
�
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The JCCBM Newsletter is published monthly, except July.  
Deadline is the 15th of each month. 
Every effort will be made to publish contributed items, but due to 
space restrict ions, placement and format are at the discretion of 
the editor. 
Advertising Policy. You can advertise in this newsletter to inform the 
community of your business or profession. Advertising is accepted 
based on its interest and applicability to our readership. Location in the 
newsletter is at the editor’s discretion. The JCCBM does not 
necessarily endorse or vouch for the products and 
services of our advertisers The newsletter is published 11 times per 
year (no issue in July). E-mail a file with the art to the editor, or provide 
camera-ready art on clean, white background. Advertiser responsibility 
to meet deadlines. Rates are low and must be paid in advance. For 
information and a rate sheet, please contact the editor. 
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